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STAFF REPORT 
To:   SBWMA Board Members 
From:   Joe La Mariana, Executive Director 
 Julia Au, Recycling Outreach Programs Manager 
Date:   March 28, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  Legislative Session Update—Information Only 
 
Recommendation: 
This staff report is for discussion purposes only and no formal action is requested of the Board of Directors. 
 
Summary 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update to the Board monthly on the current 2019-2020 California 
Legislative Session and regulatory activities being conducted by our lobbyist, Environmental and Energy 
Consulting (EEC). All activities conducted in February through March 15 are listed in Attachment A for review. 
Attachment B provides in-depth information on legislative bills the Agency is tracking along with current positions. 
Attachment C provides all legislative/regulatory position letters generated during period mentioned above.  
 
SBWMA is currently co-sponsoring AB 1509 (Mullin) with California Product Stewardship Council and Californians 
Against Waste. The bill would create a proper disposal program for both loose lithium-ion batteries and ones 
embedded in consumer products. AB 1509 has been re-referred to two Assembly policy committees. AB 1509 is 
scheduled to be heard first in the Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxics Materials Committee on April 9 and 
Executive Director Joe La Mariana will testify on the Agency's behalf at the hearing. If the bill successfully passes 
out of this committee, it will next be heard in the Assembly Natural Resources Committee on April 22 and 
Executive Director Joe La Mariana will testify on the Agency's behalf at the hearing. 
 
Analysis 
The SBWMA contracts with EEC to act as the Agency’s legislative and regulatory lobbyist in California. EEC is a 
registered lobbying firm in the state of California (Lobbying flier ID # 1371848). On January 24, 2019, the Board 
approved the 2019-2020 SBWMA Legislative and Regulatory Platform that identifies 12 topic areas of importance 
to the Agency and our member agencies to guide the identification of critically relevant bills and regulatory action 
that need attention during the legislative session. The Executive Committee serves as the Agency’s Legislative 
and Regulatory Committee and Staff is provided with strategic feedback and direction during our monthly 
Executive Committee/Board Agenda Review meetings. Based on this feedback, Staff provides EEC with tactically 
direction on issues, prospective bills and regulations that are in alignment with the Agency’s Board-approved 
annual Legislative Platform. 
 

Attachments: 
 
Attachment A – February/March 2019 Legislative Update 
Attachment B – 2019 California Legislative Bills and Positions 
Attachment C – Copies of letters generated 



RethinkWaste March 2019 Legislative Report 

I. Key Dates & Updates
• The Legislature has introduced 2,500 bills.
• RethinkWaste is co-sponsoring AB 1509 (Mullin) to remove lithium ion

batteries from the waste stream.
• April 26 is the last day for AB 1509 (Mullin) to pass out of Assembly

Natural Resources and Assembly Environmental Safety & Toxic Materials
Committees.

• May 17 is the last day for AB 1509 (Mullin) to pass out of the Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

II. Legislation
• AB 1080 (Gonzalez): Requires CalRecycle to undertake several activities to

reduce single-use packaging and products.

• AB 1583 (Eggman): Californians Against Waste and Republic Services are
co-sponsoring legislation to change several laws related to recycling and
waste to eliminate non-recyclable plastics and support recycling markets.

• SB 372 (Wieckowski): Contains intent language to address EPR for
plastics.

• SB 667 (Hueso): Contains placeholder language to allocate cap-and-trade
auction revenues for organic waste diversion infrastructure and calls on
the state treasurer’s office to support domestic markets for recycling.

III. February & March Activities
• We successfully secured Assemblymember Mullin and Berman as joint

authors of AB 1509 to recycle lithium ion batteries.  RethinkWaste is co-
sponsoring the legislation with Californians Against Waste and California
Product Stewardship Council.

• We discussed all introduced bills related to RethinkWaste’s policy
interests and discussed which measures the agency should engage in.  We
are currently tracking over 50 bills.

• We helped draft and submit RethinkWaste’s comment letter for
CalRecycle’s proposed SB 1383 regulations, and attended their regulatory
workshop on March 12 to provide public testimony to reinforce
RethinkWaste’s written comments.
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Introduced Bills Overview 

Priority 1 & 2 Bills 
 

Bill Number & Author What does it do? Sponsor? Recommended 
Position 

AB 1509 (Mullin) 
Priority 1 

Would require, for a product with a nonremovable 
rechargeable battery, that the manufacturer of the product 
provide disassembly information to recyclers of rechargeable 
consumer products in the state for the purpose of ensuring the 
safe removal of the battery and would prohibit the sale or offer 
of sale of that product if the manufacturer does not provide 
that information. 

SBWMA, California 
Product Stewardship 
Council, Californians 

Against Waste Support 

 
AB 215 (Mathis) 

Priority 1 

Would make dumping waste matter on private property 
without consent of the owner punishable by increasing fines 
for each conviction ($250-$3000), with the 4th conviction as a 
misdemeanor 

None  
 

Support 

AB 1080 (Gonzalez) 
Priority 1 

Adopts regulations to source reduce and recycle 75% of single-
use packaging and products sold or distributed in California 
by 2030 

None  
Support 

AB 1583 (Eggman) 
Priority 1 

Creates a holistic recycling reform bill with various provisions 
to support state recycling efforts. 

Californians Against 
Waste 

Republic Services 

 
Watch 

SB 54 (Allen) 
Priority 1 

Adopts regulations to source reduce and recycle 75% of single-
use packaging and products sold or distributed in California 
by 2030 
 

None  
Support 

SB 726 (Caballero) 
Priority 1 

Authorize public agency’s contractor to conduct materials 
exchange program as part of its household hazardous waste 
collection program and imposes a state-mandated local 
program 

California Product 
Stewardship Council 

 
Support 

AB 144 (Aguiar-Curry) 
Priority 2 

Requires the Strategic Growth Council, in consultation with 
stakeholders and agencies, to submit a report/scoping plan for 
the state to meet its organic waste management mandates, 
goals, and targets 
 

None  
 

Support 

AB 161 (Ting) 
Priority 2 

Requires businesses to provide receipts only in electronic 
form, unless the consumer requests paper form 

None  
Support 
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AB 187 (Garcia, 
Cristina) 
Priority 2 

Creates a clean-up bill for the Used Mattress Recovery and 
Recycling Act, requires six-month funding plan 

None 
Support 

AB 470 (Limón) 
Priority 2 

Establishes the California Green Business Program within 
CalEPA, which will develop baseline, beyond compliance, 
sector-specific environmental standards for green business 
certification 

Support 

AB 619 (Chiu) 
Priority 2 

Allows temporary food facilities and restaurants to serve food 
and beverages in reusable containers 

None Support 

AB 729 (Chu) 
Priority 2 

Allows CalRecycle to implement a bridge program when 
potential carpet stewardship applications have been rejected 

National Stewardship 
Action Council 

Support 

AB 792 (Ting) 
Priority 2 

Requires plastics must contain at least 25% recycled material 
by 2021, with a penalty for non-compliance 

None Support 

AB 827 (McCarty) 
Priority 2 

Requires businesses to have front-of-house food/compost bin None Support 

AB 1171 (Chen) 
Priority 2 

Currently a spot bill: Author intends to have language to 
require compostable packaging collection/transport program 
at grocery stores already mandated to have compostable 
packaging 

National Grocers 
Association Watch 

AB 1228 (Calderon) 
Priority 2 

Currently a spot bill: Author intends to create language 
reducing plastic packaging in restaurants and potentially 
businesses 

None 
Watch 

SB 372 (Wieckowski) 
Priority 2 

Currently a spot bill: Author intends to introduce language 
with EU-inspired EPR policy to reduce single-use plastics in 
the waste stream. Author expects a 2-year bill. 

Eunomia 
Watch 

SB 424 (Jackson) 
Priority 2 

A clean-up bill to Jackson’s pharmaceutical waste EPR bill 
from last year (SB 212) 

None 
Watch 

SB 667 (Hueso) 
Priority 2 

Requires CalRecycle to develop 5-year investment strategy to 
drive innovation and support technological development and 
infrastructure in order to meet specified organic waste 
reduction and recycling targets 

None 
Support 
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February 28, 2019 

Gwen Huff 
Materials Management and Local Assistance Division 
California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
P.O. Box 4025 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
SLCP.Organics@calrecycle.ca.gov 

Re: RethinkWaste Comments on CalRecycle Proposed Organic Waste Reduction Regulations  

Dear Ms. Huff,  

On behalf of RethinkWaste, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on Department of Resources 
Recycling and Recovery’s (the Department) proposed organic waste reduction regulations. RethinkWaste also 
known as South Bayside Waste Management Authority is a joint powers authority of twelve public agencies 
(Atherton, Belmont, Burlingame, East Palo Alto, Foster City, Hillsborough, Menlo Park, Redwood City, San Carlos, 
San Mateo, the County of San Mateo and the West Bay Sanitary District) in San Mateo County.  Currently, we 
serve approximately 435,000 residents and 11,000 businesses and have been a leader in the delivery of 
innovative waste reduction and recycling programs since our formation in 1982.  

RethinkWaste strongly supports California’s greenhouse gas emission reduction, waste reduction and recycling 
goals, including Senate Bill 1383 (Lara, 2016).  We applaud the Department’s efforts to date to develop a robust 
regulatory program that honors the intent of SB 1383 while also being responsive to comments and concerns from 
stakeholders. 

We are excited for this paradigm shift in how the state manages its organic waste.  As a leading regional public 
agency that will have a role in ensuring its successful implementation, we are also cognizant of and sensitive to 
our members’ needs when partnering with the Department to that end.  Therefore, we respectfully submit to the 
Department for consideration comments on its proposed organic waste reduction regulations. 

1. Article 3, Section 18984.8: Container Labeling Requirements

In the recently revised regulatory language, the Department grandfathered existing carts on the proposed labeling 
requirements in Section 18984.8.  RethinkWaste strongly supports this change.  Due to the composition of our 
containers, labels do not stick to the sides or the lids and are physically embedded to the plastic lids of the carts.  
Relabeling them to comply with the requirements of this section would have forced our waste contractor to replace 
our 400,000+ containers for all of our residentially, multi-family and commercial customers, incurring significant 
costs that would have directly resulted in rate increases to our ratepayers. 
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2. The Need for Technical Support and Guidance to Cities

RethinkWaste wants to ensure this regulation is implemented effectively and consistently, to the benefit of the 
Department and California’s climate and waste goals.  However, implementing a program of this size and scale 
has never been done before for organic waste.  Local governments will need to develop systems and processes 
to comply with the regulation, which will take time to design and implement.  For many smaller jurisdictions, they 
lack the technical capacity and expertise to do so.  Therefore, it is critical that the Department provide as much 
support and guidance to local governments as possible on how to best comply with various aspects of the 
proposed regulation, including: 

 Providing a sample ordinance that cities and counties can adopt, pursuant to Section 18981.2;
 Developing a system to do sampled route reviews pursuant to Article 3, Section 18984.5;
 Fulfilling recordkeeping requirements pursuant to Article 3, Section 18984.6 to ensure consistent and

reliable reporting to the Department, and;
 Calculating jurisdictions’ edible food recovery capacity, pursuant to Article 11, Section 18992.2., and;
 Calculating jurisdictions’ recovered organic waste procurement targets, pursuant to Article 12, Section

18993.1.

3. Article 3, Section 18984.1: Three-container Organic Waste Collection Services

In the three-cart system summarized in Article 3, section 18984.1 a local jurisdiction can choose to collect food 
waste in the green-bin or the black-bin. Food waste collection in the black-bin requires processing at a “high 
diversion organics facility” that demonstrates 75-percent organic waste diversion.   However, food waste collection 
in the green-bin does not have this same quantitative requirement.  We fear this inconsistency could lead to weak 
implementation of green-bin programs – by simply distributing green-bins, a jurisdiction would be considered in 
compliance with the regulations.  We respectfully request the Department to clarify the regulations to hold local 
jurisdictions to the same 75-percent capture/diversion standard for organic waste collected via green bin-
programs. This clarification will ensure strong implementation and capture/diversion of organics through green-bin 
collection programs as well as through high-diversion organics facilities. 

4. Article 12, Section 18993.1: Recovered Organic Waste Procurement Target

Article 12, Section 18993.1 requires local jurisdictions to procure organic waste products either as compost or 
renewable transportation fuel.  While we support these end uses for organic waste, we also strongly believe that 
renewable electricity should also qualify as an end use for biogas.  Expanding the list of end uses provides proper 
flexibility to local jurisdictions to use the biogas in a manner consistent with their needs.  Because every city is 
different, some may have electricity needs that the biogas could help meet rather than vehicle fuel needs, and 
vice versa.  We believe that allowing local jurisdictions to use biogas for renewable electricity is in direct alignment 
with the admirable goals of SB 1383 and California’s overarching climate goals, given the net greenhouse gas 
emission reduction benefits it will still achieve. 

5. Article 14, Section 18995.4: Enforcement by a Jurisdiction

Article 14, Section 18995.4 requires local officials to issue notices of violation within 60-days after determining a 
violation has occurred, as well as prescribes specific time periods to conduct follow-up inspections.  Many local 
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governments, especially smaller ones, lack the resources and capacity to meet the prescribed time frames.  Local 
governments have only a handful of inspection officers to inspect thousands of locations across their jurisdiction.  
Therefore, they will have to increase their inspection team sizes significantly to meet potential enforcement and 
inspection requirements pursuant to this Section.  Therefore, we respectfully request extending these time frames 
by an additional 30-days and allow for a more realistic window for comprehensive compliance.  For example, 
instead of prescribing a 60-day time frame to issue a notice of violation, allowing for a 60 to 90-day window would 
provide ample flexibility to local inspection officers to follow-up in an efficient and effective manner. 

RethinkWaste appreciates the Department’s leadership in fulfilling the state’s organic waste reduction mandate.  
This is an exciting time for the state, local governments, and businesses to partner together to reduce the climate 
impacts of our waste streams.  We look forward to our continued partnership with the Department in implementing 
this important, ground-breaking policy. 

Sincerely, 

Joe La Mariana 
Executive Director 
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March 8, 2019 

The Honorable Toni G. Atkins 
Members of the Senate Rules Committee  
State Capitol, Room 400 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: California EPA Secretary Blumenfeld - SUPPORT 

Dear Pro Tem Atkins and Members of the Senate Rules Committee: 

We are writing to you today to endorse Mr. Jared Blumenfeld as Secretary of the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). Mr. Blumenfeld has a tremendous and valuable experience and has proven himself to 
be a uniquely effective leader in the environmental space for the past 20 years. 

The South Bayside Waste Management Authority (also known as RethinkWaste) is joint powers authority 
representing 12 public agencies in San Mateo County, CA and is a leader in the delivery of innovative waste 
reduction and recycling programs. Mr. Blumenfeld’s demonstrated extreme and necessary leadership in this 
space when under then Mayor Newsom in San Francisco, he led the adoption of the nation’s first Mandatory 
Composting and Recycling law. During his tenure in San Francisco, Mr. Blumenfeld helped increased recycling 
from 46% to 78% through innovative programs and partnerships. 

During his time as Director of US EPA Region 9 he was a champion in in advancing the health of the environment 
and communities all over the region. Specifically, this included raising the profile of safe drinking water issues in 
California, Arizona, Nevada, and the Pacific Islands and became a leader in reducing runoff pollution, particularly 
trash that carries dangerous bacteria and other toxic contaminants through our communities and into the ocean. 

Mr. Blumenfeld has demonstrated that he has the leadership capacity necessary to effectively guide the State’s 
environmental agencies. We welcome him as a dedicated, action-oriented leader with expansive knowledge of the 
pervasive threats to our environment and California’s communities. 

For the reasons stated above, we strongly support and respectfully request the confirmation of Mr. Blumenfeld as 
Secretary of the California EPA. 

Sincerely, 

Joe La Mariana 
Executive Director 
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March 11, 2019 

Senator Ben Allen, Chair 
Senate Environmental Quality Committee 

State Capitol, Room 2205 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Email: Mimi.Holtkamp@sen.ca.gov; 

Tina.Andolina@sen.ca.gov

Re:  SB 54 (Allen, Weiner, Skinner) – The California Circular Economy and Plastic Pollution Reduction Act – 

STRONG SUPPORT 

Dear Senator Allen, 

On behalf of our organizations and our members throughout California, we strongly support SB 54, which will reduce the 

amount of waste that burdens taxpayers and local governments, plagues human health, and pollutes our natural 

environment by decreasing single-use packaging and products sold in California and ensuring the remaining items are 

effectively composted and recycled. Every day, single-use packaging and products generate tons of waste in California. 

Many of these products, which are designed to be used just once and then discarded, are made out of plastic. This comes 

with a tremendous cost to individuals, communities, wildlife, ecosystems, and to the state all along the supply chain. 
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Plastic production contributes to our climate crisis as plastics are derived from fossil fuels, and emit potent greenhouse 

gases as they break down. Plastic pollution starts with fossil fuel extraction, and continues through manufacturing, 

transportation, usage, and finally disposal. With a planned 40 percent increase in plastic production over the next decade, 

unless we make major policy changes to significantly counter this, plastic production will account for 20 percent of global 

fossil fuel consumption. Packaging accounts for approximately 42% of all nonfiber plastics produced. 

Roughly two-thirds of all plastic ever produced has been released into the environment and remains there in some form.   

Plastic pollution affects every street, park, stream, river, coast and ocean in California as evidenced by single-use products 

being amongst the top littered items consistently found at cleanups throughout the state.  As these items fragment into 

smaller particles, known as microplastics, they concentrate toxic chemicals and increasingly contaminate our food and 

drinking water sources. Microplastics have been found in tap water, bottled water, table salt, fish, shellfish, and 

agricultural soils. Exposure to these plastics and associated toxins has been linked to cancers, birth defects, impaired 

immunity, endocrine disruption and other serious health problems. Low income communities are oftentimes 

disproportionately affected, whether due to extraction and refining, lack of access to safe alternatives, or proximity to 

landfills or incinerators. Additionally, plastic negatively impacts marine ecosystems and wildlife - countless seabirds, 

turtles, marine mammals, whales and dolphins die from ingestion or entanglement. 

Though the state and communities in California have been focusing efforts on reducing the burden from single-use 

packaging since the 1980s, these items are consistently the most littered. Moreover, taxpayers and local governments spend 

over $420 million annually in ongoing efforts to clean up and prevent litter in streets, storm drains, parks and waterways. 

Not only is cleanup expensive, but it cannot keep pace with the production of single-use disposable items which continues 

to grow exponentially.  

Existing recycling infrastructure can’t keep pace either. Less than 9 percent of plastic is recycled, and that percentage has 

been dropping since the implementation of China’s National Sword policy, which severely restricts the amount of foreign 

waste China accepts. The cost of recycling exceeds the scrap value of the plastic material so the markets for plastic 

packaging that were previously considered recyclable have been lost. These materials are now either piling up in recycling 

centers, being landfilled, or sent to illegal facilities in Southeast Asia where they are being incinerated or illegally dumped. 

California must close the loop, and as part of a shift towards a more circular economy, the bills also develop incentives and 

policies to encourage in-state manufacturing using recycled material generated in California. 

We can no longer afford to wait on this issue. CalRecyle held a “Manufacturers Challenge” to encourage voluntary reduction 

of packaging and after 2 years and multiple meetings, there were no meaningful design changes. Though producers of 

products cannot expect government to fix all of the waste problems alone, as the world’s fifth-largest economy, California 

has a responsibility to lead on solutions to the growing plastic pollution crisis. We must join the European Union and other 

countries that are major purchasers of consumer goods in implementing comprehensive waste reduction frameworks which 

mandate and urge producers to share in the responsibility of reducing waste and designing products to be reusable, recyclable 

and/or compostable. Significantly reducing California’s reliance on single-use packaging and products is critical in meeting 

the state’s climate commitments and reaching its statutory goal of diverting 75 percent of waste from landfills. 

Experts agree that upstream reduction of packaging and packaging waste is the most effective, and least expensive way to 

protect human, wildlife, and environmental health. Many reliable and reusable alternatives already exist and the positive 

results of their use have been proven. SB 54 would be an important step in protecting human and wildlife health, reducing 

clean-up costs and our reliance on fossil fuels, restoring ecosystems, and revitalizing resource dependent communities. Let’s 

continue to be a leader for our citizens, wildlife, and environment, as well as for the rest of the nation. 

For these reasons we support this important measure. If you have any questions, please contact Genevieve Abedon, 

genevieve@ecoconsult.biz or (802) 598-1669. 

Sincerely, 

Genevieve Abedon – on behalf of: 
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Nick Lapis 

Director of Advocacy 

Californians Against Waste 

Melissa Romero 

Legislative Affairs Manager 

California League of Conservation Voters 

Dan Jacobson 

State Director 

Environment California 

Linda Escalante 

Southern California Legislative Director 

Natural Resource Defense Council (NRDC) 

Kim Delfino 

California Program Director 

Defenders of Wildlife 

Lauren Cullum 

Policy Advocate 

Sierra Club California 

Ron Sundergill 

Senior Regional Director – Pacific Region 

National Parks Conservation Association 

Bill Allayaud 

California Director of Government Affairs 

Environmental Working Group 

Shane A. Gusman 

California Teamsters Public Affairs Council 

Ron Herrera 

Secretary-Treasurer  

Teamsters Local Union No. 396 

Thomas Runnion 

Vice President 

Communications Workers of America District 9, AFL-

CIO 

Deborah Bloome 

Senior Director of Policy and Research 

TreePeople 

Emily Parker 

Coastal and Marine Scientist 

Heal the Bay 

Sean Bothwell 

Executive Director 

California Coastkeeper Alliance 

Bruce Reznik 

Executive Director 

Los Angeles Waterkeeper 

Doug Kobold 

Executive Director 

California Product Stewardship Council 

Heidi Sanborn,  

Executive Director 

National Stewardship Action Council 

Rico Mastrodonato 

Senior Government Relations Manager 

The Trust For Public Land 

Brian Nowicki 

California Climate Policy Director 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Paul Mason 

VP, Policy & Incentives 

Pacific Forest Trust 

Emily Rusch 

Executive Director 

CALPIRG 

Robert Nothoff 

Director, Waste & Recycling 

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy 

(LAANE) 

Juan Altamirano  

Associate Director of Policy 

Audubon California 

Stiv Wilson 

Campaigns Director 

The Story of Stuff Project 

Geoff Shester 

California Campaign Director & Senior Scientist 

Oceana 

Jim Lindburg 

Legislative Director 

Friends Committee on Legislation of CA 
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Angela T. Howe, Esq. 

Legal Director 

Surfrider Foundation 

Chuck Mills 

Director of Public Policy and Grants 

California ReLeaf 

Janet Nudelman 

Director of Program and Policy 

Breast Cancer Prevention Partners 

RethinkWaste 

Joe La Mariana 

Executive Director 

Ruth Abbe 

President 

Zero Waste USA 

Katherine O'Dea  

Executive Director 

Save Our Shores 

Dianna Cohen 

Chief Executive Officer 

Plastic Pollution Coalition 

Leslie Mintz Tamminen 

Director 

Seventh Generation Advisors 

Anna Cummins 

Co-Founder and Executive Director 

The 5 Gyres Institute 

Katie Allen 

Executive Director 

Algalita Marine Research and Education 

Mati Waiya 

Executive Director 

Wishtoyo Chumash Foundation 

Christopher Chin 

Executive Director 

The Center for Oceanic Awareness, Research, and 

Education (COARE) 

Paloma Aguirre 

Coastal and Marine Director 

WILDCOAST 

Linda Krop 

Chief Counsel 

Environmental Defense Center 

Miriam Gordon 

Program Director 

UPSTREAM  

Kathi King 

Director of Outreach and Education 

Community Environmental Council 

Dr. Elizabeth Dougherty 

Director 

Wholly H2O 

Katherine Litzky 

Policy Manager  

California State Parks Foundation 

Corey Scholibo 

Co-Founder & CMO 

Repurpose 

Jose Ramirez 

Executive Director 

St. Francis Center 

Colleen Foster 

President 

California Resource Recovery Association 

Anna Wagner 

Senior National Organizer 

Greenpeace 

Martha Cota 

Executive Director 

Latinos in Action 

Leslie Campbell 

Principal 

Sustain LA 

Sokha NY 

Co- Founder  

Long Beach Environmental Alliance 

Neil S.R. Edgar 

Executive Director 

California Compost Coalition 
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Karen Reside 

Secretary 

Long Beach Gray Panthers 

Casson Trenor 

Founder 

Shizen and Tataki Restaurants 

Benjamin Bleiman 

Managing Partner 

Tonic Nightlife Group 

Melanie Winter 

Director 

The River Project 

David Plescia 

Co-Founder 

Green Valley Community Farm 

Liore Milgrom-Gartner 

Northern California Director 

California Interfaith Power & Light 

Susan Jordan 

Executive Director 

California Coastal Protection Network 

cc: Members, Senate Environmental Quality Committee 

Senator Scott Wiener 

Senator Nancy Skinner 
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9B 

STAFF REPORT 
To:   SBWMA Board Members 
From:   John Mangini, Senior Finance Manager 
Date:   March 28, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  Check Register Detail for February 2019 
Recommendation 
This is an informational item only and no action is required. This report was requested by the Board members. 
 
Summary 
The purpose of this report is to provide transparency to the Board and the public on the actual spending by the 
SBWMA. All payments made by check issued in February 2019 are listed on the attached report for review. 
 
Analysis 
The SBWMA has a contract with the City of San Carlos for accounting services including the issuing of all 
payments and deposit of all receipts. In accordance with the City of San Carlos’ policies, checks are normally 
issued every two weeks.  All SBWMA invoices are approved for payment by the program manager and then by 
the Executive Director or Finance Manager. Total A/P spending for February 2019 was $3,939,932.93 as detailed 
in Attachment A.   
 
Certain ACH transactions such as payroll and some benefit payments are drawn directly from the bank and are 
therefore not included in these A/P reports. 
 
If you have any questions on this, please contact Cyndi Urman or John Mangini. The format of the check registers 
is limited to what is available from the city’s MUNIS accounting system. 
 
Attachments: 
 Attachment A – February 2019 Check Register Detail Report 
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9C 

 
STAFF REPORT 

To:   SBWMA Board Members 
From:   Cyndi Urman, Office Manager/Board Secretary 
Date:   March 28, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  Technical Consulting Contracts: January – March 15, 2019 
Recommendation 
This is an informational item only and no action is required. This report was requested by the Board members.  
 
Summary 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update to the Board on a quarterly basis on the technical consulting 
contracts that have been issued.  All contracts issued in between January 2019 and March 15, 2019 are listed in 
Attachment A for review. 
 
Each quarter throughout a given calendar year, staff will update this listing with any new technical contracts 
issued. How frequently this report is produced (e.g., monthly or quarterly) was discussed with the Executive 
Committee and it was decided given the small number of contracts issued that a quarterly frequency was 
appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions on the attached listing of technical contracts, please contact Cyndi Urman  

 
 
Attachments: 

Attachment A – Technical Consulting Contracts –January 2019 – March 15, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vendor Name
Amount of
Contract Scope of Work Date of Award

Contract Procedures 
Used Budget Line Item Budget Line Item Description

HF&H Consultants* $76,844.00 Change Order #1 Landfill Procurement 
Services 01/25/19 RFQ 520309-RFP Collection RFP Consulting Support

Environmental and Energy 
Consulting (EEC)* $80,000.00 Legislation and regulations/regulatory 

processes 01/25/19 RFP 522001 Legislation and Regulatory Advocacy Services       

Tanner Pacific $16,032.00 PRC Construction Management 02/06/19 Single Source 570300-SF067 Capital
S. Groner and Associates

(SGA)* $54,996.00 RethinkWaste Website Redesign 03/01/19 RFQ 520338 Website

MM Consulting*
(Marshall Moran) $28,800.00 Financial Consulting Services 03/01/19 Single Source 520309-HFMO1 Finance Analysis Support

Steve Sherman Consulting* $68,250.00
Change Order #3: Consulting Services  for 

mandated organics and other diversion 
programs planning

03/01/19 Single Source 520340-LRPU1 SB 1383 Program Planning and Development; 
Strategeic Mandated Program Support

Technical Consultant Contracts - January 1, 2019-March 15, 2019

Competitive Procurement includes selecting contractors resulting from Requests for Proposals (RFP), Requests for Qualifications (RFQ), obtaining multiple bids/proposals and/or obtaining bids/proposals from 
firms pre-qualified per responses to published RFP/RFQ.
Single Source includes selecting contractors based on a sole source solicitation of bids/contracts and subsequent contract negotiations.
Contracts marked with an * have been adopted by the Board of Directors with the passage of a resolution.
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9D 

To:   SBWMA Board Members 
From:   John Mangini, Sr. Finance Manager 
Date:   March 28, 2019 Board of Directors Informational Packet 
Subject:  2019 Finance and Rate Setting Calendar 
Recommendation 
This is an informational report and no action is necessary.  
Summary 
The purpose of this staff report is to keep the Board and Member Agency staff informed on the schedule of 
important financial and rate setting events in 2019. This staff report is updated as necessary and included in the 
Board packet each month.   
 
Schedule of Finance, Contractor Compensation and Rate Adjustment Activities in 2019: 
 
January 2019 

• Approved of FY17/18 audited Financial Statement.   
• Reviewed Mid-Year FY18/19 Operating Budget.        

 
March 2019 

• Recology submittal of the unaudited 2018 Revenue Reconciliation Report (March 31).  
 

April 2019 
• Approval of unaudited 2019 calendar year financial statement for bond reporting requirements at April 25 Board 

meeting 
 
May 2019 

• 2020-2024 Long Range Plan (Draft)—Board Study Session at May 23rd Meeting 
• Review of Preliminary (Draft) FY19/20 SBWMA Budget at May 23rd, 2019 Board meeting, including Revised Long 

Range Plan recommendations (from two TAC input sessions) 
 

June 2019 
• Review and approval of Final FY19/20 SBWMA Operating Budget at June 27th, 2019 Board meeting.  
• Recology’s 2020 Compensation Application due to the SBWMA and Member Agencies (June 14).  
• SBWMA and Member Agency comments are due to Recology on its 2020 Compensation Application (June 28).  
• SBWMA issues a letter requesting feedback from all Member Agencies on estimated 2020 Member Agency fees 

(e.g., franchise fees) to be included in their 2020 solid waste rates.  
 
July 2019 

• Review of the Revenue Reconciliation Report from the Financial Systems audit report on Recology.   
• SBR's 2020 Compensation Application due to the SBWMA (July 5).  
• Recology revised 2019 Compensation Application due to SBWMA & Member Agencies (July 19).  
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• SBWMA issues the following reports to the Board and Member Agency staff for review and comment:  
o Estimated 2019 and 2020 residential and commercial base revenue.   
o Estimated collected tonnage for 2019 and 2020.  
o 2019 Residential rates vs. 2020 cost analysis.  

 Optional at Member Agency request: Estimated residential revenue changes due to cart 
migration (i.e., lost revenue) by Member Agency since 2018.   

o Summary of 2020 Member Agency fees to be used in the 2020 cost projections based on Member Agency 
feedback.  

August 2019 
• SBWMA issues Draft Report Reviewing Recology’s 2020 Compensation Application, recommended total Revenue 

Requirement, and Rate Adjustment (August 9).   
• SBWMA issues the Draft Report Reviewing SBR’s 2020 Compensation Application (August 16).  
• Comments due back from Member Agencies on draft Reports Reviewing Recology’s & SBR’s 2020 Compensation 

Application (August 26).   
 

September 2019 
• SBWMA TAC Workshop to review Pre-Final Report Reviewing Recology’s 2020 Compensation Application 
• SBWMA issues Pre-Final Report Reviewing Recology’s 2020 Compensation Application including the 

recommended total Collection Rate Adjustment for 2020 by email (September 12). 
• SBWMA issues Final Report Reviewing Recology’s 2020 Compensation Application including the recommended 

total Collection Rate Adjustment for 2020. (September BOD Packet).  
• SBWMA issues Final Report Reviewing SBR’s 2020 Compensation Application. (September BOD Packet).  
• Approval of the SBR 2020 Compensation Application (September 26 BOD Meeting).   
• Approval of the Recology 2020 Compensation Application and total recommended Revenue Requirement 

(September 26 BOD Meeting).  
 
September – December 2019 

• Member Agencies issue Prop. 218 notices and approve their final 2020 solid waste rates.   
 

November 2019 
• SBWMA issues report to Board on recommended January 1, 2020 Shoreway tip fee adjustments (includes 

calendar year 2019 & 2020 SBWMA financial projections with assumed tip fee and cash reserve balances).  
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STAFF UPDATE 
 

Potential Future Board Agenda Items  
(Meetings at San Carlos Library Conference Room) 

 
April 25, 2019 

• Resolution Approving Comprehensive Bond Refunding Package, including Plan of Finance              
( Next step: Individual 12 Member Agency approvals) 

• Resolution Recommending Amendment One Modifications to the restated/amended Recology 
Franchise Agreements with each member agency 

• Resolution Approving Selection Committee’s Recommendation of Landfill/Disposal Contract. 
• Resolution Approving FY19/20 Shoreway Facility Insurance Policy 
• Resolution Approving Quarterly Approval of SBR Sort Labor 
• Review of 2018 SBWMA Annual Report 
• Report/Presentation on Long Range Plan pilot program 
• 2017-2018 School Year Environmental Education Program Review 
• Report on 2019-2020 Legislative Session-YR 1 activities 

 
May 23, 2019 

• Review of Draft FY2019-2020 Budget and Capital Improvement Plan Review 
• Resolution Approving Bond Disclosure Documents  
• Member Agency Elected Body Approvals of Bond Refunding (Public meetings: April 26th-May 15th) 
• Quarterly Investment Report 
• Report on Member Agency Elected Body Approval of Bond Refunding 
• Report on Long Range Plan Refresh (2020-2024): TAC Draft document review (from 5/9 TAC 

meeting) 
• 2019 Rate Survey a Regional Comparative Rate Review 
• Report/Presentation on Long Range Plan Pilot Programs 

o In Schools Pilot 
• Report on 2019-2020 Legislative Session-YR 1 activities 

 
June 27, 2019 

• Study Session on current SBR Operations Agreement: Future options 
• Resolution Approving Final Bond Refunding Documents 
• Resolution Approving FY19/2020 Budget 
• Resolution Approving Annual Independent Operational and Financial Audit Findings Report 
• Staff Update on Bond Refunding Project 
• Update on Rate Year 2020 Contractor’s Compensation Application Process 
• Update on New Administrative Services Contract, including Fiscal Year modification plan 
• Report on 2019-2020 Legislative Session—YR 1 activities 
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July 25, 2019 
• TBD 

 
August, 2019 – No Meeting 
 
September 26, 2019 

• Closed Session: Executive Director Review 
• Resolution Approving 2020 Recology and SBR Compensation Applications 
• Resolution Approving Administrative and Financial Services to Calendar Year from Fiscal Year 

Workplan 
• Legislative and Regulatory Session Update by EEC 
• Report on Capital Improvement Plan updates: 

o Organics-to-Energy Pilot—project status 
o MRF Equipment-project status 

• Staff Update and demonstration of new RethinkWaste Website 
• Administrative Services Work Plan Review for Fiscal Year to Calendar Year Conversion 
• Report on 2019-2020 Legislative Session—YR1 activities 

 
 
October 24. 2019 

• TBD 
 
November 21, 2019 

• Annual Board and TAC Holiday Lunch prior to Board Meeting 
• Review and Approval of 2020 Tip Fee Recommendations 
• Resolution Approving Revised Long Range Plan Refresh (2020-2024) 
• Report on Organics-to-Energy Pilot and Grants: project status 
• Quarterly Investment Report 
• Closing report on 2019-2020 Legislative Session—YR1 activities 

 
December, 2019 – No Meeting 
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