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Impact of our
Throw-away Culture

e 1.3 million pounds of trash
enters the SF Bay every
year

e 80% of ocean litter is from
street litter

 67% of Bay Area street
litter is food and beverage
packaging (largely plastic)




Plastic 1s Ending Up Everywhere

Plastics are In:

e Qur waterways and
oceans

 Marine and wildlife
._ e The food that we eat
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China’s Plastic Recyclables Restrictions

. * Now what




Rethinking Single-Use Disposable
Food Service Ware

« HOW do we address this?

A

1. REDUCE '® ¢
» Use only what you need
2. REUSE

» Use reusables first before
disposables or recyclables

3. COMPOST the rest

* Reduce landfill waste and
plastic recyclables
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Proposed Disposable Food Service Ware
Ordinance Objectives

e WHAT is this about?

— Eliminate disposable food
service ware that is not reusable
or compostable

— Improve the health and safety of
San Mateo County community
members

— Help County meet its regional
stormwater permit requirement




Proposed Disposable Food Service Ware
Ordinance Provisions

e WHO will this impact?

— Food facilities: Any vendor, business, organization, entity, group
or individual that provides prepared food to the public

« WHERE will this impact?

— Unincorporated San Mateo County




Proposed Disposable Food Service Ware
Ordinance Provisions

« HOW will this impact food facilities?

1. Polystyrene (aka Styrofoam) disposable food service
ware still prohibited (existing policy)




Proposed Disposable Food Service Ware
Ordinance Provisions

2. Accessories (e.g., straws, stirrers, cup spill plugs,
condiment packets, utensils, napkins, etc.) provided

to consumers only upon request or at self-serve
stations/dispensers.

STRAW UPON REQUEST ONLY




Proposed Disposable Food Service Ware

Ordinance Provisions L
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2. Straws, stirrers, utensils, ) e
and cocktail/toothpicks W
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— Plastics not allowed AN
e Traditional plastics in %“

« Compostable plastics
(aka bioplastics, PLA)

— Acceptable materials

 Fiber-based (e.g., paper,
wood, bamboo, sugarcane,
wheat stalk, hay, etc.)




Proposed Disposable Food Service Ware
Ordinance Provisions

3. Plates, bowls, cups, food
trays, clamshells, and
other take-out containers
— Plastics not allowed

— Fiber-based materials
acceptable

— Fluorinated-chemical free i’

» Biodegradable Products Institute
° BIODEGRADABLE
@ PRODUCTS
INSTITUTE

(BPI) certification

* Look for the word “compostable”
or the BPI logo on fiber-based
products




Proposed Disposable Food Service Ware
Ordinance Provisions

 Exemptions
— Aluminum
— Medical accommodations

— If no reasonably feasible disposable
food service ware alternative exists

« Alist of approved disposable food
service ware sources




Proposed Disposable Food Service Ware
Ordinance Provisions

 WHEN will this impact food facilities?

1. Collecting feedback from different stakeholders and the
public

 Three June public stakeholder events

2. Bring to County’s Board of Supervisors
by end of summer

3. Provisions of ordinance go into
effect a year from adoption,
If adopted
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Draft Disposable Food Service Ware Ordinance Proposal Summary

May 2019

A. Objectives
1. Eliminate the unnecessary distribution and use of disposable food service ware that is not
reusable or compostable
2. Improve the health and safety of San Mateo County community members by eliminating
disposable food service ware that is harmful
3. Help County meet its regional stormwater permit requirement goal by reducing litter in
stormwater discharges

B. Target Audience
1. Food facilities: Any vendor, business, organization, entity, group or individual, including a
licensed retail food establishment that provides/distributes prepared food

C. Target Area
1. This ordinance will impact the unincorporated areas of San Mateo County.

D. Target Items
1. Disposable food service ware (e.g., one-time use items - straws, bowls, plates, clamshells, cups,
utensils, etc.)

E. Proposed Draft Ordinance Provisions

1. Polystyrene (aka Styrofoam) disposable food service ware is prohibited. (This is a provision of an
existing County policy, polystyrene ban ordinance, which the County is hoping to amend with
the addition of the proposed provisions listed below.)

2. Accessories such as straws, stirrers, cup spill plugs, condiment packets, utensils, napkins, etc.
shall be provided only when requested by the consumer and/or provided to consumers at self-
serve stations/dispensers.

3. Single-use straws, stirrers, utensils, and cocktail/toothpicks shall be made from non-plastic
compostable materials. Non-plastic compostable is defined as, but not limited to, natural fiber-
based materials such as paper, bamboo, sugarcane, wheat stalk, etc. Traditional plastics and
compostable plastics (aka bioplastics) are not allowed.

4. Food facilities shall use non-plastic compostable plates, bowls, cups, food trays, clamshells, and

other to-go take out containers that are accepted by the facility’s food scrap composting service,
if available. If no food scrap composting is available (e.g., no collection service provided by a
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curbside hauler, no on-site food scrap composting, or no option for self-hauling to a nearby
facility), recyclable versions of the materials listed above that are accepted at the entity’s waste
service territory shall be used.

The non-plastic compostable food service ware alternatives for items listed in bullet #4 above
shall be Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI) certified or certified by another 3™ party
approved by the Office of Sustainability to ensure that the items breakdown in an industrial
composting facility and they are free of harmful fluorinated chemicals.

Exemptions will be allowed for:
o Disposable food service ware that is made from aluminum (e.g., aluminum foil, etc.);
o Consumers that require accommodations for medical reasons; and
o If noreasonably feasible disposable food service ware alternative exists that meets the
ordinance requirements.

The Office of Sustainability will maintain and have available a list of approved disposable food

service ware sources and/or references to organizations that maintain regularly updated lists of
products that meet the ordinance requirements.
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Join us for a Public Event on the County of San Mateo's proposed

DISPOSABLE FOOD SERVICE
WARE ORDINANCE

Restaurants and other food facilities in unincorporated areas of
San Mateo County are encouraged to attend!

THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE will help eliminate
the unnecessary distribution and use of disposable food
service ware that is not reusable or compostable in food
facilities in unincorporated areas of the county.

Come join us to learn more, ask questions, and provide
feedback on the development of the final ordinance.

WEBINAR
Monday, June 10th, 9:00-10:00am
Register: https://tinyurl.com/DisposableWebinar

WORKSHOPS

Monday, June 17th, 2:00-3:30pm

Half Moon Bay Library

620 Correas St, Half Moon Bay, Community Room B
RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/DisposableHMB 4

Wednesday, June 19th, 2:00-3:30pm

Redwood City Downtown Library

1044 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City, Community Room
RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/DisposableRWC

QUESTIONS? ‘3
Please email sustainability@smcgov.org U

or call 888-442-2666. OFFICE OF
SUSTAINABILITY

COUNTY OF SAN MATEO



https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8362494413294010114
https://disposables_ordinance_hmb.eventbrite.com
https://disposables_ordinance_rwc.eventbrite.com

Unase a nosotros para un evento plblico sobre una propuesta

ORDENANZA PARA LOS
CONTENEDORES DE ALIMENTOS

Se recomienda que vayan los restaurantes y otras instalaciones de
alimentos de las areas no incorporadas del Condado de San Mateo

LA ORDENANZA PROPUESTA ayudara a
eliminar la distribucion y el uso innecesario de articulos
desechables para el servicio de alimentos que no son
reutilizables o compostables en instalaciones de
alimentos en areas no incorporadas del condado.

Unase a nosotros para obtener mas informacion, hacer
preguntas y proporcionar comentarios sobre el desarrollo
de la ordenanza final.

SEMINARIO WEB
Lunes, 10 de Junio, 9:00-10:00am
Registrate: https://tinyurl.com/DisposableWebinar

SERIE DE TALLERES

Lunes, 17 de Junio, 2:00-3:30pm

Biblioteca de Half Moon Bay

620 Correas St, Half Moon Bay, Community Room B
Registrate: https://tinyurl.com/DisposableHMB 4

Miércoles, 19 de Junio, 2:00-3:30pm

Biblioteca de Redwood City

1044 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City, Community Room
Registrate: https://tinyurl.com/DisposableRWC

Los eventos publicos se realizaran en inglés. F

PREGUNTAS? v’ )

Por favor envie un correo electrénico a
: . OFFICE OF
sustainability@smcgov.org o llame SUSTAINABILITY
888‘442'2666. COUNTY OF SAN MATEO



https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8362494413294010114
https://disposables_ordinance_hmb.eventbrite.com
https://disposables_ordinance_rwc.eventbrite.com



