
Practicing the 4Rs
Keep your residence clutter-free and help save resources by 
practicing the 4 R’s of waste reduction.

Reduce – Buy 
goods with less 
packaging.

Reuse – Keep 
usable items in 
circulation either 
among yourself or 
through donation 
and resale, 
including moving 
boxes and packing 
materials. 

Recycle – If the 
first two Rs are 
not enough to 
make a difference, 
remember to 
recycle your 
recyclable items.

Rot – If your 
multi-family 
dwelling has a 
compost collection 
program, start 
composting food 
scraps and food 
soiled paper. If 
you don’t have 
compost, ask for it, 
or start your own 
vermicompost 
(worm bin) at 
home.

Waste Reduction Tips  
for Residents
The information on this flyer will give 
you the tools you need to reduce your 
waste and properly recycle or dispose of 
unwanted items.   

General Information
Recycling – Most bottles, cans, paper, and 

cardboard are accepted. 
For a detailed list, please 
refer to the postcard 
you received with your 
Recycling Buddy bag. 

Garbage – Foamed polystyrene packing 
peanuts and blocks, bubble wrap, air 
pillows, plastic film/packaging.

Compost – Food scraps, food-soiled 
paper, flowers/plants.

Note: If your property does not currently have 
a compost program, these materials would 

need to go into the garbage container. If you are interested 
in having a compost program at your property, please talk 
with your Property Manager and contact Recology San Mateo 
County for further details. 

Please consider 
alternatives to 

throwing items in the 
garbage by donating 

or repurposing 
them.



Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Household Batteries Fluorescent Tubes and Bulbs Cleaners & Pesticides

By law, these items above DO NOT go into the trash, recycling, or compost bins.

You may schedule an appointment with the San Mateo County’s Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) Program at smchealth.org/hhw or by calling (650) 363-4718. Residents 
with ONLY batteries, latex and oil-based paint, and/or fluorescent lights can visit the 
Shoreway Environmental Center for free drop-off.  More information below.

Batteries/Cell Phones – These items are illegal to throw away in the 
garbage or recycling. If your complex is participating in Recology’s 
Battery & Cell Phone Collection Program, you can discard used and 
unwanted batteries/cell phones in the orange bucket. Additional 
drop-off locations are available throughout San Mateo County. Visit 
RecycleStuff.org for more information.

Need Help? 
For issues with recycling and garbage at your complex, please contact your 
Property Manager.

For general reuse and recycling questions, contact Recology San Mateo County 
at (650) 595-3900, Carts@Recology.com or visit Recology.com.

Shoreway Environmental Center
333 Shoreway Road, San Carlos 
(650) 802-8355 
SBRecycling.net

Public Recycling Center:  
Mon – Sat: 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Transfer Station:  
Mon – Fri: 6 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Sat – Sun: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

The Shoreway Environmental Center is owned by RethinkWaste and 
operated by South Bay Recycling. 

The following items are  
accepted free of charge:
•	 Household Batteries
•	 Cell phones
•	 Cooking oil (up to 15 gallons)
•	 Electronics
•	 Film plastic
•	 Fluorescent lights
•	 Paint (latex and oil-based)
•	 Used motor oil (up to 15 gallons) and filters
•	 Antifreeze
•	 Sharps/Needles (must be in sealed container)
•	 Mattresses
•	 Medicine (Non-Controlled Substances Only)
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