
The California 
Recycling and Plastic 
Pollution Reduction 
Act 

8 MILLION 
tons of plastic 
enter the ocean 
each year 
globally

Nicole Kurian , Policy Analyst
Californians Against Waste
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SB 54/AB 1080
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https://calmatters.org/environment/2020/09/california-legislature-plastics/
https://calmatters.org/environment/2020/09/california-legislature-plastics/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Plastic-waste-cuts-probably-headed-to-California-15560608.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Plastic-waste-cuts-probably-headed-to-California-15560608.php
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/13/california-plastic-waste-overhall-412807
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/13/california-plastic-waste-overhall-412807


2021 
Legislative 

Session

Limits compostable products by requiring 3rd-

party certification, organic eligibility, & clear 

labeling, as well as prohibiting PFAS.

Chasing arrows (the "recycling symbol") 
can't be used on products that aren't 
truly recyclable.

Exports of mixed plastics no longer 
eligible to count towards diversion goals

SB 343 (Allen)

AB 881 (Gonzalez)

AB 1201 (Ting)
Take-out accessories (like utensils, 
stirrers, condiments) only provided if 
asked for by the customer.

AB 1276 (Carillo)

Bans unrecyclable e-commerce packaging, 
such as plastic envelopes, packing peanuts, 
and "sealed air" pouches.

AB 1371 (Friedman)

Allows returnable (“refillable”) bottles to be 
eligible for payments under the "Bottle Bill" 
program when they are washed and reused.

AB 962 (Kamlager)
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Scientists estimate that 
there will be more 
plastic than fish in the 
ocean by 2050.
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ONLY 9% 
of single-use 
plastic is 
recycled

5#PlasticsFreeCA
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Microplastic has 
been discovered in 
the mountains of 
Colorado

6#PlasticsFreeCA
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It’s in our 
food, salt, 
beer and 
water

7#PlasticsFreeCA
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We have a choice

We can do better than plastic. We 

can set the strongest regulations 

on disposable plastics in the 

country.

We can ban Styrofoam. 

We can shift the market to make 

better materials that are truly 

compostable and recyclable.
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We can send a strong signal and shift the 
market away from petrochemicals by 

placing an up to 1 cent fee on plastic 
packaging and single use foodware.
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It is estimated 
to generate 
$1B - $3B 
annually
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CalRecycle 50%
Investing in recycling, composting, and reuse 
infrastructure, as well funding for regenerative 
farming practices, and food waste prevention.

Natural Resources Agency 30%
Restoration and protection of the state’s
waterways and coastal ecosystems, protection 
of fish and wildlife, and funding for parks.

Up to $0.01 per item (or component) of packaging, based on net cost of recycling

Investing in a Circular Economy,
Resilient Environment, and Healthy Communities

Local Governments 20%
Protecting local drinking water, preventing and 
cleaning up impacts of plastic pollution, improving 
local recycling and composting programs, and 
providing education and outreach.
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Help communities that 
have been disproportionately
impacted by toxic industries 
recover their health and 
economies

Make it possible for farmers to 
grow more nutritious food with 
less pesticides without more cost 
to the consumer

Clean up the trash on our beaches 
and in our rivers

Keep our parks and open spaces 
healthy in the face of climate change

Build more compost and recycling 
facilities in California to grow jobs and so 
we don't leave a mess for our children

By placing a fee on all single use plastic items sold 
in California we can:
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Please join us 
by endorsing this 
measure.

bit.ly/plasticsendorse
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http://bit.ly/plasticsendorse
http://bit.ly/plasticsendorse


Our Partners

14#PlasticsFreeCA
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Contact
Nicole Kurian

cawrecycles.org @cawrecycles

nicole@cawrecycles.org
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