
In California, 1/3 of materials  
in landfills are organic materials.
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The Rethinker newsletter is dedicated to educating 
residents and businesses regarding waste 
reduction, reuse, and recycling. With your help, 
we can meet our goal of diverting waste from the 
landfill and maintain healthy, livable communities.
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NEW CALIFORNIA LAW REQUIRES 
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES TO COMPOST
Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383) is a law enacted 
by the State of California to reduce 
harmful greenhouse gas emissions 
to combat climate change. Starting 
January 1, 2022, compost service will be 
required by state law. Jurisdictions have 
the authority to assess a fine for non-
compliance.

What This Means for You
All food scraps, food/beverage soiled 
paper, and yard trimmings are to be 
placed in the green compost cart. This 
ensures none of those materials are going 
to the landfill, which is where they would 
decompose and produce methane – one 
of the most potent greenhouse gases 
in Earth’s atmosphere. By composting 
properly, you are doing your part to help 
fight climate change!

For more information on SB 1383 visit:   
RethinkWaste.org/SB1383. If your 
household does not have compost 
service, please contact Recology at  
(650) 595-3900 or visit Recology.com

Food Scraps, Meat,  
Bones, Dairy

Food & Beverage Soiled  
Paper Products

Yard Trimmings, Holiday Trees,  
Clean Untreated Wood Scraps

This Rethinker issue brings you information  
about a new state law and how it may affect  
your household, food saving tips, and easy  
steps for holiday tree collection.



*RethinkWaste Member Agencies: Belmont, Burlingame, East Palo Alto, Foster City, Hillsborough, Menlo Park, Redwood City, San 
Carlos, San Mateo, County of San Mateo, West Bay Sanitary District

Sign up to receive the Rethinker newsletter electronically! Visit RethinkWaste.org/rethinker.  
Follow us on social media to get the latest eco-tips and information.

HOLIDAY TREE COLLECTION
JANUARY 2 – JANUARY 31
Recology collects holiday trees curbside 
for composting between January 2nd 
and January 31st. Please note that trees 
are collected by a vehicle other than your 
regular compost collection vehicle.

For Proper Tree Collection,  
Please Follow These Easy Steps:

 	 Remove ALL decorations and tree 
stands (flocked trees are accepted).

	 Place tree next to your green  
Compost Cart (or place inside with 
trunk sticking out).

 	 Trees larger than 8 Ft. will need to be 
cut in half in order to be collected.  
If you have an oversized tree, please 
contact Recology for a special 
collection at no charge.

RethinkWaste is your regional public 
agency* that owns the 16-acre Shoreway 
Environmental Center in San Carlos and 

manages two major contractors: Recology 
& South Bay Recycling.

RethinkWaste  
(650) 802-3500  

rethinker@rethinkwaste.org 
RethinkWaste.org

Questions about your recycle, compost or 
garbage service? Contact Recology:

Recology San Mateo County 
225 Shoreway Rd, San Carlos 

(650) 595-3900 
Recology.com

Questions about the Shoreway 
Environmental Center, including hours of 
operation, materials accepted, disposal, 

etc? Contact South Bay Recycling:

South Bay Recycling 
333 Shoreway Rd, San Carlos 

(650) 802-8355 
SBRecycling.net

“FOOD” FOR THOUGHT
Food thrown in the garbage ends up in the landfill and emits methane gas —  
a greenhouse gas even more potent than CO2, which contributes to climate change! 
Here are some tips to help minimize food waste.

 Buy what you need 
Plan meals, be realistic with portions,  
and remember to use shopping lists. It 
helps reduce waste, and saves you time 
and money!

 Signage 
When entertaining guests, placing signs 
near compost, recycle and garbage 
containers will help guests know what 
goes where. Find printable signs at:  
bit.ly/RSMCsignage 

 Compost 
Place food scraps (bones, eggshells, etc.) 
and food/beverage-soiled paper (paper 
towels, napkins, or plates) in the green 
compost collection container to be turned 
into rich soil amendment.

 Freeze 
Use your freezer to extend the life of 
leftovers. Expert tip: Divide leftovers 
into smaller portions before freezing to 
lessen prep time for a quick meal!

 Share the wealth 
Donate to local food pantries, or share 
food with a neighbor or friend.  
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