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Tray Types
At least8
different trays 
used across 
districts
Many schools 
average 4
different trays 
per 1student 
at lunchtime Photo Credits: RethinkWaste 

Lunch Items Packaged in Single-Use Plastic
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Sorting a Typical Lunch
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Belmont Redwood Shores 
Sustainability Parent Group 



Why Reusables?

Less WastePFAS Free 

Circular 
Economy

Encourages 
Responsibility
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Challenges with Reusables

Costs & Services of Dishwashing

Increased Labor 
Demand
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Bay Area Reusable FoodwareResources

Conducts monthly National Foodwarecalls and provides Ditching Disposables Toolkit

Refunds schools for reusable foodware(up to $5 per item)

A Model For JPA Grant Programs



School Districts Successfully Using Reusables

Just approved –will be implemented in 2 years!

Highlight: Burlingame School District!

oFood made in central kitchen 
and distributed to 7 school 
sites

oMinimal plastic packaging –
almost all materials are 
compostable and/or 
recyclable

oBuffet style service –less 
food waste
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