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RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, July 01, 2025 at 3:00p.m.

RethinkWaste Administrative Office
1245 San Carlos Ave. Suite E
San Carlos, CA 94070

South Bayside Waste
Management Authority

The public may observe/participate in Committee meetings using remote public comment options or
attending in person. Committee members shall attend in person unless remote participation is permitted
by law.

TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE IN PERSON
Masking is not required but according to the California Department of Public Health guidelines, people at
higher risk for severe illness should consider masking. To help maintain public health and safety, we
respectively request that people NOT attend in-person if they are experiencing symptoms associated with
COVID-19 or are otherwise ill and likely contagious (e.g., respiratory illnesses).

To address the Committee on any item — whether on the posted agenda or not - please fill out a Request
to Speak Form and submit it to the Board Clerk. Speakers are not required to submit their name or address.

REMOTE PARTICIPATION

Members of the public may participate in public Agency meetings by logging into the Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81542479527 ?pwd=0QnlvSXZZcW5XTzBIbmVOZjhVNUFPUT09

Dial in: 1 669 444 9171 Meeting ID: 815 4247 9527 Passcode: 044400

Written public comments for the record may be submitted in advance by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting date by email
to: rethinker@rethinkwaste.org and will be made part of the written record but will not be read verbally at the
meeting. Written public comments submitted by email should adhere to the following: 1) Clearly indicate the

Agenda Item No. or specify “Public” in the Subject Line for items not on the agenda and 2) Include the submitter’s
full name. You may also use the raise hand feature on Zoom to enter a verbal public comment.

*Pursuant to Ralph M. Brown Act, government code section 54953, all votes shall be by roll call if any members of the board
of directors are participating by teleconference and/or video conference.

AGENDA

1. Call to Order/Roll Call

2. Public Comment
Persons wishing to address the Board on matters NOT on the posted agenda may do so. Each speaker is limited to three minutes. If there are more than
five individuals wishing to speak during public comment, the Chairman will draw five speaker cards from those submitted to speak during this time. The
balance of the Public Comment speakers will be called upon at the end of the Board Meeting. If the item you are speaking on is not listed on the agenda,
please be advised that the Board may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed as allowed under The Brown Act (Government Code
Section 54954.2). The Board's general policy is to refer items to staff for attention, or have a matter placed on a future Board agenda for a more
comprehensive action or report and formal public discussion and input at that time. Speakers may also submit comments via email prior to the
meeting by sending those comments to rethinker@rethinkwaste.org .
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* SAN CARLOS * SAN MATEO * COUNTY OF SAN MATEO * WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
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Executive Director’s Report (Verbal Update) p.3

Approval of Consent Calendar

Consent Calendar item(s) are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these
items unless members of the Board, staff or public request specific items be removed for separate action. ltems removed from the
Consent Calendar will be moved to the end of the agenda for separate discussion.

A. Approval of the Minutes of June 03, 2025, Legislative Committee Meeting ACTION p.7
Legislative and Regulatory Updates from EEC and Committee Discussion p. 14
Committee Member Comments

Adjourn
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MINUTES

RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, June 03, 2025 at 3:00p.m.

RethinkWaste Administrative Office
1245 San Carlos Ave. Suite E

San Carlos, CA 94070
1. Call to Order/Roll Call - 3:02 PM

Member Present Absent
Adam Rak 3:07 PM
Adam Loraine X
Fran Dehn X
Jeff Schmidt X

2. Public Comment
Persons wishing to address the Board on matters NOT on the posted agenda may do so. Each speaker is limited to three minutes. If there are more than
five individuals wishing to speak during public comment, the Chairman will draw five speaker cards from those submitted to speak during this time. The
balance of the Public Comment speakers will be called upon at the end of the Board Meeting. If the item you are speaking on is not listed on the agenda,
please be advised that the Board may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed as allowed under The Brown Act (Government Code
Section 54954.2). The Board's general policy is to refer items to staff for attention, or have a matter placed on a future Board agenda for a more
comprehensive action or report and formal public discussion and input at that time. Speakers may also submit comments via email prior to the
meeting by sending those comments to rethinker@rethinkwaste.org .

N/A
3. Executive Director’s Report (Verbal Update)
N/A

4. Approval of Consent Calendar

Consent Calendar item(s) are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these
items unless members of the Board, staff or public request specific items be removed for separate action. Items removed from the
Consent Calendar will be moved to the end of the agenda for separate discussion.

A. Approval of the Minutes of May 06, 2025, Legislative Committee Meeting
Motion : A. Loraine
Second : J. Schmidt
Motion Pass : 2-0-0-2
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Member Approve | Oppose Abstain Absent

Adam Rak X
Adam Loraine X
Fran Dehn X
Jeff Schmidt X

5. Legislative and Regulatory Updates from EEC and Committee Discussion

EEC staff Elroi informed the committee of where we are in the legislative process and that the deadline for the first house is
this upcoming Friday, June 6, 2025. Additionally, informed the members of the measures that the agency was tracking and did
not make it out of suspense.

SB 45 - Tethered bottle caps which was not mentioned during the hearing so it will not move forward.
SB 501 - Household hazardous waste extended producer responsibility, been set as a two-year bill.

EEC staff Elroi additionally discussed a handful of the bills tracked by the agency that are moving forward.

AB 864 — Household waste for solar panels to be treated as universal waste.

AB 80 - Carpet recycling bill.

AB 259 - Open meetings extension with covid rules is on the floor in the second house.

SB 14 - State agency post-consumer plastic purchasing requirements of percentage of recycled material.
Hazardous waste and distress flares.

EEC staff Elroi added that after Friday, June 6, the legislature will be pivoting to the budget discussions, adding that EEC will
be providing staff and the committee with an update on all bill movements.

Member Loraine inquired if there was any language heard about the tethered bottle cap bill prior to the suspense hearing
indicating any discussion.

EEC staff Addis described the appropriations committee process and how they decide which bills move forward and leave
appropriations, adding that bills can be held without the appropriations committee providing an explanation. Addis further
explained that the legislative process will conclude mid-September 2025 and if it does not arrive to the Governor by then, the
bill will be lost or stuck as a two-year bill. Budget is being negotiated that will need to be in place by the start of the state’s
fiscal year on July 1, 2025, as there is a constitutional requirement to submit a budget to the Governor. Adding that the agency
is focused on the climate cap and trade, Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, (GGRF) as it funds CalRecycle and SB1383
implementation, stating that discussion will probably occur up until September 2025.

Member Schmidt asked if GGRF is state level funding or if there was any pressure from the federal level.
EEC staff Addis confirmed that what was previously described was solely focused on state funding.

Member Loraine requested clarification on whether there is a certain amount allocated annually or if everyone is looking to see
if they can qualify.

EEC staff Addis explained that AB 32 is the original law passed that allows for the cap-and-trade program. Besides the
governor’s choice of high-speed rail and transferring all Cal-Fire operational activities to GGRF from the general fund, the rest
of the bills are led to negotiations. Adding to that GGRF funding will be where the agency can negotiate funds for EV vehicles.

Member Loraine inquired about appropriating proposition four funding and if that is included in the discussion of GGRF
funding.
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EEC staff Addis informed the committee that Proposition four only helped with investments in the compost, healthy soils
program. Explaining that because of this, EEC is focused on obtaining GGRF funding to help support the agency for the next
few years, adding that if there is no engagement to obtain GGRF funding by the agency, there could potentially be a lock on
how GGRF wants the money to be spent and deter the agency from obtaining any funds.

EEC staff Elroi informed the committee on the workshops held by CalRecycle that include:

SB 54 rule making had discussed a theme of broad product exemption for products that conflict with federal rules such as
over-the-counter drugs, deodorants and food packaging which excludes much of the packaging. Adding flexibility was
introduced for more advanced recycling and how hazardous waste from that is handled. Another topic of discussion was more
allowance for refill reuse packaging. Lastly, adding that all concerns the agency had regarding SB 54 regulations have not
been addressed or changed since last year. EEC added that the SB 54 advisory board committee discussed similar issues
and focused on chemical recycling and over the counter product exemptions along with composters looking to align with
national organics standards.

Staff Au inquired if these workshops fall under informal rule making.

EEC staff Elroi confirmed that they are in the informal rule making phase with another workshop later in the month, followed by
proposed ruled with an official comment period, then submit to the office of administrative law by the end of 2025.

Staff Au informed the committee that the official comment period ends at the end of day which the agency commented via a
letter that is like the previous letter with additional comments and though a copy was not sent to the committee for review, staff
will be providing a copy of the drafted letter during this meeting.

Member Rak recommended staff provide the letters to the committee members ahead of time.

EEC staff Elroi described the workshop for SB 1215 which added embedded batteries to an existing law from 2003. Staff
informed the committee that the law will become effective upon final regulations and fee of 1.5% of the retail price which will
be added to the cost of products with embedded batteries. Staff further explained that the fee will go into a fund that producers
will use for collection of the products with embedded batteries or to provide to waste management agencies that collect
batteries such as this agency. Adding that the proposed regulations are out and comments are due by June 6, 2025.

Staff Au informed the committee that staff will be commenting on the two battery bills regulations as a co-sponsor alongside
California Against Waste and California Product Stewardship Council.

Member Rak inquired if there is a timeline or deadline on when the regulation is online.

EEC staff Elroi clarified that SB 1215 will begin collection early 2026 with collection reports expected to begin mid-2026,
adding that deadlines for labeling products on how to properly dispose are due soon.

EEC staff Elroi explained AB 2440 for loose batteries will be implemented upon CalRecycle regulation on or after April 2025.
Additionally, they have minimum recycling rates set for 2027 where companies need to hit 70% recycling rate for primary non-
rechargeable batteries and 60 % recycling rate for rechargeable batteries. Requirements include fully funding the collection,
implementation of disposal info on product label, and covers responsibility for public education. Staff restated that the co-
sponsored letter will be due June 12, 2025. Adding that batteries not covered in the bill include, non-rechargeable batteries
over 2 kg, rechargeable batteries over 5kg and 300-watt hours, lead acid batteries over 6V, vehicle batteries; except for e-
bikes and single person e-scooters, healthcare devices, energy storage systems, vapes, and recalled batteries.

Member Rak inquired on how this will be tracked through the producer’s responsibility.
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EEC staff Elroi informed the committee that tracking was a part of the discussion as there are requirements regarding adding
a label of the company trademark and categorizing what is collected by the group collecting. Companies that produce
batteries have the option collect their own batteries or to create or join a Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO) to jointly
collect.

Member Rak inquired on what the agency’s responsibility is to battery companies when collecting batteries and if the agency
is expected to separate batteries.

EEC staff Elroi clarified that the responsibility is for the producers to work with the agency on collecting batteries, PROs are
expected to collect all batteries collected by the agency not only those specific to the producers within the PRO. Adding that
the tracking responsibility lies on who the agency provides that batteries to, along with payment to the agency for collection.

Member Rak inquired if there are multiple PROs the agency is collecting batteries and if that entails an additional cost.

EEC staff Elroi clarified that if a producer does not join a PRO, they would only collect their own brand but if the agency is
working with a PRO for collection of batteries than all battery brands will be collected by the PRO.

Member Rak inquired whether the agency would contract with only one PRO.
Staff Au added that it is like the medicine program where there are only two PROs for medication who collect everything.

EEC staff Elroi informed the committee of the carpet stewardship program review done by CalRecycle that occurs every three
years and how no changes were made.

Member Loraine inquired about what staff forecasts the agency’s position to be in the letters regarding the battery bills and
whether it is different to the concerns that have already been discussed.

Staff Au informed the committee of it being the first time regulations were provided for the battery bill.

EEC staff Elroi added that one discussion point brought up during the hearing was regarding franchises, for example one
owner of multiple franchises which can impact collection.

Staff Au stated the agency co-sponsored the bill due to issues with the agency’s battery collection and working to remove
batteries from waste, recycling, and compost streams.

Member Rak asked if staff could provide members with a copy of drafted letters to review as it gives members the opportunity
to comment if possible before the letter is delivered even if the letter is due within a 24-hour period.

Staff Au confirmed that letters will be sent out to members when drafted. Additionally informing the committee on the
confirmation of CalRecycle director Zoe Hiller.

Member Loraine requested a short review on SB 14.

EEC staff Elroi informed the committee on SB 14 requirements for state agencies to encourage reusability and purchasing
recycled products and described as an example that if state agencies purchase water bottles, they must be 90% post-
consumer recycled plastic, if a building is a certain size, then they should adapt water bottle refill stations, 50% reusable
options for food ware, actions must be taken to reduce organic material waste, and reduce the amount of paper purchases.
EEC Staff Elroi added that changes are expected to be made throughout it's time in the second house.
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EEC staff Strella added the bill now, not only requires agencies to reduce their waste but to address and report on their
composting efforts.

Member Loraine inquired on the verbiage used stating that community colleges are part of state agencies and whether that is
a part of the bill's expansion.

EEC staff Elroi confirmed that the community colleges are considered state agencies under CSU and are not excluded from
the bill’s mandates.

6. Committee Member Comments
N/A
7. Adjourn: 3:53 PM
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STAFF REPORT
To: RethinkWaste Legislative Committee Members
From: Julia Au, Sr. Outreach, Education and Compliance Manager
Date: July 1, 2025 Legislative Committee Meeting
Subject: Legislative and Regulatory Updates from Environmental and Energy Consulting (EEC) and

Committee Discussion

Recommendation
This staff report is for discussion purposes only.

Summary
The agency’s lobbyist, Environmental and Energy Consulting (EEC) will provide a verbal update on the 2025

California Legislative Session and current regulatory activities. This includes legislation the agency is tracking and
supporting, any regulatory workshops/meetings and meetings discussing the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.

Key upcoming dates:
e July 18 is the last day for policy committees to hear and report bills and the start of summer recess.
e August 18 is when the legislature reconvenes.
o August 29 is the deadline for fiscal committees to hear bills.
e September 12 is the last day for bills to be passed and sent to the Governor.

Attachment A contains the full list of bills EEC has currently marked to track for the agency that are still active in
the legislative process, including which ones we have sent or signed on to letters for, and which ones we are
supporting and watching. To get the most current bill languages and statuses, please check the California
Legislative Information website at: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/.

Since the last Legislative Committee meeting, the Committee reviewed three letters. This included an updated
sign-on letter for AB 998 (Hadwick), which would help schools properly dispose of vapes confiscated from
students, and was amended to remove a provision that would have had CalRecycle and the Department of Toxics
Substances Control (DTSC) coordinate their reporting process. The Committee was also asked to review two
comment letters on draft regulations for SB 1215 (Embedded Batteries) and AB 2440 (Loose batteries EPR).

Attachment B contains the above mentioned letters.

Attachments:
Attachment A - Bill Tracking for 2025 legislative session updated as of June 20, 2025

Attachment B — Submitted letters

RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE PACKET 07/01/2025 AGENDA ITEM: 5 - p1
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RethinkWaste Legislative Update
Friday, June 20, 2025

Sorted by: Priority

Friday, 06/20/2025

Priority 1 (High)
Irwin (D)

Disposable, battery-embedded vapor inhalation device: prohibition.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

%o;

Desk  2nd Year Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor ~ ConfConc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

Tracking form
Position
Sponsor
Notes
Notes
Sponsored by CPSC, RethinkWaste, CAW, and CalPIRG.
Notes 2

Signed on to sponsor and coalition support letter.
Bill information

Status: 05/01/2025 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(2). (Last location was B.&P. on
4/9/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026)
Summary: Current law regulates the manufacture, sale, and disposal of various single-use products,

including single-use foodware accessories and condiments and single-use carryout bags.
Current law prohibits a store from, among other things, providing, distributing, or selling a
carryout bag at the point of sale, except as specified. Current law defines terms for these
purposes. This bill would prohibit, beginning January 1, 2026, a person from selling,
distributing, or offering for sale a new or refurbished disposable, battery-embedded vapor
inhalation device in this state. (Based on 03/28/2025 text)

Location: 05/01/2025 - Assembly 2 YEAR

Aguiar-Curry (D)

Carpet recycling.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Support

Notes
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Notes
Sponsored by CPSC

Notes 2
Submitted letter.

Bill information

Status:
Calendar:

Summary:

Location:

06/11/2025 - Referred to Coms. on E.Q. and JUD.

07/02/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair

The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, administered by the Department of
Resources Recycling and Recovery, includes a product stewardship for carpet program and a
successor carpet producer responsibility program, and requires the product stewardship for
carpet program to become inoperative upon the completion of certain conditions related to the
implementation of the successor carpet producer responsibility program. Current law, the
product stewardship for carpet program, requires a manufacturer of carpets sold in this state,
individually or through a carpet stewardship organization, to submit a carpet stewardship plan
to the department, which is required to include specified elements, including achieving
specified carpet recycling rates and a funding mechanism that provides sufficient funding to
carry out the plan. Current law authorizes the department to administratively impose a civil
penalty of $25,000 per day on any person in violation of the program if the violation is
intentional, knowing, or negligent. This bill would instead authorize a civil penalty of $25,000
per day if the violation is intentional or knowing. (Based on 05/23/2025 text)

06/11/2025 - Senate E.Q.

AB 2590 Rubio, Blanca (D) JjFii8

Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences.

Progress bar

1st House

Tracking form
Position
Support

Notes

Notes 2

Letter of support submitted to author's office.

Bill information

Status:
Calendar:

Summary:

05/14/2025 - Referred to Coms. on L. GOV. and JUD.

07/02/25 S-LOCAL GOVERNMENT 9:30 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 113 DURAZO, MARIA
ELENA, Chair

The Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a legislative
body, as defined, of a local agency be open and public and that all persons be permitted to
attend and participate. Current law, until January 1, 2026, authorizes the legislative body of a
local agency to use alternative teleconferencing if, during the teleconference meeting, at least
a quorum of the members of the legislative body participates in person from a singular physical
location clearly identified on the agenda that is open to the public and situated within the
boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, and the legislative
body complies with prescribed requirements. Current law requires a member to satisfy
specified requirements to participate in a meeting remotely pursuant to these alternative
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teleconferencing provisions, including that specified circumstances apply. Current law
establishes limits on the number of meetings a member may participate in solely by
teleconference from a remote location pursuant to these alternative teleconferencing
provisions, including prohibiting such participation for more than 2 meetings per year if the
legislative body regularly meets once per month or less. This bill would extend the alternative
teleconferencing procedures until January 1, 2030. (Based on 04/21/2025 text)

Location: 05/14/2025 - Senate L. GOV.
AB 864 Ward (D)JELTTN

Hazardous waste: solar photovoltaic modules.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Desk  Policy  Fiscal Desk  Policy Fiscal  Floor ConfConc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

Tracking form

Position
Support
Notes
Notes
Supported by CPSC
Notes 2
Letter Submitted.

Bill information

Status: 06/11/2025 - Referred to Com. on E.Q.

Calendar: 07/02/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair

Summary: Current law requires the Department of Toxic Substances Control to adopt regulations for the
identification and management of hazardous wastes. This bill would exempt solar photovoltaic
modules not identified as hazardous waste and treated, except as provided, as universal
waste, as defined, from state hazardous waste regulations, if transferred to a designated
recycler for legitimate recycling, as described, and if the facility meets specified criteria relating
to registration permits, as provided. The bill would make the universal waste designation
applicable to a solar photovoltaic module that is intended for recycling and cannot otherwise be
resold, reused, or refurbished only until the department adopts regulations implementing
alternative management standards for solar photovoltaic modules. The bill would also
designate a solar photovoltaic module that can be resold, reused, or refurbished as surplus
material. The bill would make a conforming change. (Based on 04/21/2025 text)

Location: 06/11/2025 - Senate E.Q.

AB 998 JHadwick (R) N ETTRNIIT

Household hazardous waste: vape pens.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Desk  Policy  Fiscal Desk  Policy Fiscal  Floor ConfConc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

Tracking form
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=a7Je+M1beZPpfwUTfSqnAbEFX3j4FAowhLHUtWfo/FOKQ+ikIdg64zPIB69LopxI71T5Mvi0DQkqQqvddRHZgwY4ZmEWxeRIIDTl1Xu+ZVI=
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Position
Support
Notes
Notes
Sponsored by RCRC, CPSC supportive. RCRC will circulate a sign on.
Notes 2

Signed on to coalition letter.
Bill information

Status: 06/18/2025 - Referred to Com. on E.Q.

Calendar: 07/16/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair

Summary: Current law authorizes certain entities to operate household hazardous waste collection

facilities, as defined, under permits issued by the department. A violation of the hazardous
waste control laws is a crime. Current law requires hazardous waste transported to a
household hazardous waste collection facility to be transported by specified entities, and
imposes conditions on the transport of hazardous waste to a household hazardous waste
collection facility, including, among others, that the hazardous waste transported not exceed
certain volume and weight requirements and that the hazardous waste be transported in
closed containers. Current law defines “household hazardous waste” to mean hazardous
waste generated incidental to owning or maintaining a place of residence, and to not include
waste generated in the course of operating a business concern at a residence. Under this bill,
a vape pen confiscated by a school as contraband is presumed to have been generated by a
household and does not lose its status as household hazardous waste when properly
managed and disposed of at a household hazardous waste collection facility or through a
household hazardous waste collection program. The bill would impose the above-described
conditions relating to the transport of hazardous waste on a school, as defined, or its
contractor, transporting confiscated vape pens to a household hazardous waste collection
facility. The bill would authorize a household hazardous waste collection facility to conduct
physical treatment activities involving the disassembly of household hazardous waste to
separate batteries, valves, electronic components and other parts containing liquids or gases,
including, but not limited to, the disassembly of vape pens, in a manner that does not result in
the unauthorized release of hazardous materials. (Based on 05/23/2025 text)

Location: 06/18/2025 - Senate E.Q.

SB 501§ Allen (D) JELITINEIT

Household Hazardous Waste Producer Responsibility Act.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House
(o)

Desk Policy ~ 2nd Year Floor Desk Policy  Fiscal Floor  ConfConc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

Tracking form
Position
Support

Notes

Notes
National Stewardship Action Council Sponsored, CPSC Support.

Notes 2
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Signed on to coalition letter.
Bill information

Status: 05/23/2025 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(5). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE
FILE on 5/5/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026)
Summary: Under current law, as part of the hazardous waste control laws, the Department of Toxic

Substances Control (DTSC) generally regulates the management and handling of hazardous
waste and hazardous materials. Current law authorizes a public agency, as defined, to operate
a household hazardous waste collection facility under permit from DTSC. The Plastic Pollution
Prevention and Packaging Producer Responsibility Act establishes a producer responsibility
program designed to ensure that producers of single-use packaging and food service ware
covered by that program take responsibility for the costs associated with the end-of-life
management of that material and ensure that the material is recyclable or compostable. This
bill would create a producer responsibility program for products containing household
hazardous waste and would require a producer responsibility organization (PRO) to ensure the
safe and convenient collection and management of covered products at no cost to consumers
or local governments. The bill would define “covered product” to mean a consumer product that
is ignitable, toxic, corrosive, or reactive, or that meets other specified criteria, except as
specified. (Based on 04/07/2025 text)

Location: 05/23/2025 - Senate 2 YEAR
Priority 2 (Medium)
Aquiar-Curry (D)

Solid waste: organic waste: diversion: biomethane.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/11/2025 - Referred to Com. on E.Q.
Calendar: 07/02/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair
Summary: The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 requires each city, county, and
regional agency to develop a source reduction and recycling element of an integrated waste
management plan. The act requires that element to include a 50% solid waste diversion
requirement, as specified, and provides that up to 10% may be achieved through biomass
conversion under certain conditions, with biomass conversion defined as the production of
heat, fuels, or electricity by certain means from specified materials. One of the conditions for
using biomass conversion to satisfy a portion of the solid waste diversion requirement is that
pyrolysis not be included in the source reduction and recycling element. Pyrolysis is not
defined for that purpose or for other purposes in the act. This bill would define pyrolysis as the
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thermal decomposition of material at elevated temperatures in the absence or near absence of
oxygen. (Based on 05/23/2025 text)

Location: 06/11/2025 - Senate E.Q.

Solid waste: plastic microbeads: plastic glitter.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Tracking form
Position
Support

Notes

Notes

CAW sponsored.

Notes 2
Signed on to CAW coalition letter.

Bill information

Status: 06/11/2025 - Referred to Coms. on E.Q. and JUD.

Calendar: 07/02/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair

Summary: The Plastic Microbeads Nuisance Prevention Law prohibits a person, as defined, from selling

or offering for promotional purposes in this state a personal care product containing plastic
microbeads that are used to exfoliate or cleanse in a rinse-off product, including, but not limited
to, toothpaste. Existing law exempts a product containing less than one part per million (ppm)
by weight of plastic microbeads from the prohibition. The Plastic Microbeads Nuisance
Prevention Law imposes a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500 per day for each violation of the
prohibition, as provided, and authorizes the Attorney General and local officials to enforce the
prohibition. This bill would, on and after January 1, 2029, prohibit a person from selling,
offering for sale, distributing, or offering for promotional purposes in this state a personal care
product containing plastic glitter, or a personal care product in a non-rinse-off product or a
cleaning product containing one ppm or more by weight of plastic microbeads that are used as
an abrasive, as specified. The bill would authorize, until January 1, 2030, a person to continue
to sell, offer for sale, distribute, or offer for promotional purposes in this state an existing stock
of personal care products containing plastic glitter, as specified. By adding these prohibitions to
the Plastic Microbeads Nuisance Prevention Law, the bill would impose the civil penalty for
violations of these prohibitions. (Based on 05/23/2025 text)

Location: 06/11/2025 - Senate E.Q.

Beverage containers: recycled glass: market development.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House
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Tracking form

Position
Support
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/18/2025 - Referred to Com. on E.Q.
Calendar: 07/16/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair
Summary: The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act, a violation of which is a

crime, requires a distributor of beverage containers, as defined, to pay to the Department of
Resources Recycling and Recovery a monthly redemption payment for every beverage
container sold or transferred, as provided. The act requires the department to deposit those
amounts into the California Beverage Container Recycling Fund. The fund is continuously
appropriated to, among other things, pay refund values and administrative fees to processors
that receive empty beverage containers from recyclers. The act authorizes, until January 1,
2028, the department to pay a market development payment to a glass beverage container
manufacturer who purchases recycled glass collected within this state for use in manufacturing
new beverage containers in this state, as provided. The act requires the department to set the
market development payment at an amount not to exceed $50 per ton. The act continuously
appropriates $60,000,000 annually from the fund to the department to the make market
development payments. This bill would authorize the department to set the market
development payment at an amount not to exceed $150 per ton. The bill would, on and after
January 1, 2028, and until January 1, 2030, authorize the department to expend $20,000,000
annually from the fund, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for glass market development
payments. (Based on 05/23/2025 text)

Location: 06/18/2025 - Senate E.Q.

Department of Transportation and local agencies: streets and highways: recycled materials.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

777777 oO—O0—0—0—0
Tracking form
Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/10/2025 - From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR. (Ayes 13. Noes 0.)
(June 10). Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Calendar: 06/30/25 S-APPROPRIATIONS 10 a.m. - 1021 O Street, Room 2200 CABALLERO, ANNA,
Chair
Summary: Current law requires a local agency that has jurisdiction over a street or highway, to the extent
feasible and cost effective, to apply standard specifications that allow for the use of recycled
materials in streets and highways, except as provided. Current law requires, until January 1,
2027, those standard specifications to allow recycled materials at or above the level allowed in
the department’s standard specifications that went into effect on October 22, 2018, for
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Location:

specified materials. This bill would indefinitely require a local government’s standard
specifications to allow recycled materials at a level no less than the level allowed in the
department’s specifications for those specified materials. If a local agency’s standard
specifications do not allow for the use of recycled materials at a level that is equal to or greater
than the level allowed in the department’s standard specifications on the basis that the use of
those recycled materials at those levels is not feasible, the bill would require the local agency
to provide the reason for that determination upon request. By increasing the duties of local
agencies, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. (Based on 04/01/2025 text)

06/10/2025 - Senate APPR.

Food packaging: hazardous chemicals.

Progress bar

1st House

Tracking form

Position
Watch

Notes
Bill information
Status:

Calendar:

Summary:

Location:

2nd House

06/17/2025 - From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-refer to
committee. Read second time, amended, and re-referred to Com. on E.Q.

07/02/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair

Current law prohibits a person from distributing, selling, or offering for sale in the state any
plant-based food packaging that contains regulated perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl
substances or PFAS, as defined. This bill would prohibit, on and after January 1, 2027, the
manufacture, distribution, sale, or offering for sale in the state of food packaging that contains
intentionally added bisphenols or ortho-phthalates, as defined. The bill would require, subject
to an appropriation, the Department of Toxic Substances Control to adopt regulations to
establish a threshold in food packaging for bisphenols or ortho-phthalates that are not
intentionally added, as specified. The bill would also prohibit, no sooner than a year after the
adoption of those regulations, the manufacture, distribution, sale, or offering for sale in the
state of food packaging that contains bisphenols or ortho-phthalates at or above that
threshold. (Based on 06/17/2025 text)

06/11/2025 - Senate E.Q.

SB 14)iBlakespear (D) JERITTIYEIT

State agencies: solid waste diversion: single-use plastic bottles.

Progress bar

1st House

Tracking form

Position

2nd House

RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE PACKET 07/01/2025

AGENDA ITEM: 5 ATTACHMENT A-p 8
FULL PACKET PAGE Page 22 of 44


https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=Zo6T27dYIj/58d+w+sC7HLeljsVLr+siiq+pCmYOxAsHJGFVBm6U48XKj/0uF7q3pd9EyS1cRwVVuJKb/gKB8zkUgB3eZ58vbGEg/ouaf/A=
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/513
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1101-1150/ab_1148_96_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1101-1150/ab_1148_96_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=NOq3/p17cIQS0ENjGV1nRgOJN25Jgw2uA25rLh1tOu0yGCCbJrxVhTZrs9SFlyFRRWzKd6BRpfB57lyEoINzDvSDN6ojJrS0FcCkVYlAZu8=
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0001-0050/sb_14_95_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0001-0050/sb_14_95_A_bill.pdf

Support
Notes
Notes
Author sponsored measure.
Notes 2
Submitted a letter.

Bill information

Status: 06/16/2025 - Referred to Coms. on NAT. RES. and G.O.

Summary: (1)The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, which is administered by the
Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, establishes an integrated waste
management program. The act requires each state agency to divert at least 50% of all solid
waste through source reduction, recycling, and composting activities. “State agency” is
defined, for purposes of these requirements, to include the California Community Colleges.
The act requires each state agency to develop and adopt an integrated waste management
plan to reduce solid waste, reuse materials whenever possible, recycle recyclable materials,
and procure products with recycled content in all state agency offices and facilities, including
any leased locations, as provided. The act requires each state agency to submit an annual
report to the department summarizing its progress in reducing solid waste by at least 50%, as
provided. This bill would require a state agency to include in its integrated waste management
plan descriptions of actions to be taken to source reduce certain materials, as specified. The
bill would require, on or before July 15, 2027, each state agency to submit an adopted
integrated waste management plan to the department for review and approval, and would, on
or before January 1, 2028, require the department to complete its review of the plans, as
specified. The bill would require a state agency’s annual report to include summaries of the
state agency’s compliance with the requirement to reduce solid waste by 50% and the
requirements relating to the adoption of an integrated waste management plan. By imposing
new duties on community colleges, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This
bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws. (Based on 05/23/2025 text)

Location: 06/16/2025 - Assembly NAT.
RES

Solid waste: compostable materials.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Tracking form
Position
Watch

Notes

Notes

CAW Sponsored.

Bill information

Status: 06/05/2025 - Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.

Summary: Existing law requires the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery to adopt and
revise regulations setting forth minimum standards for composting, in accordance with law.
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Existing regulations require all compostable materials handling activities to obtain a permit
prior to commencing operations and to comply with specified requirements. Existing
regulations specify 4 regulatory tiers for composting operations, with different requirements for
each tier. The 4 tiers are excluded, enforcement agency notification, registration permit, and
full solid waste facility permit. This bill would require that the total amount of feedstock and
compost onsite at any one time not exceed 500 cubic yards instead of the 100 cubic yards and
750 square feet in the regulations. The bill would also require the composting of agricultural
materials and residues that are from a large-scale biomass management event at an
agricultural facility that does not otherwise operate as a solid waste facility to be an excluded
activity, as specified. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws. (Based
on 05/23/2025 text)

Location: 06/05/2025 - Assembly NAT.
RES

SB 353 Alvarado-Gil (R)

Income tax: credits: food banks.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Tracking form
Position
Watch

Notes
Bill information

Status: 06/16/2025 - From committee with author's amendments. Read second time and amended.
Re-referred to Com. on REV. & TAX.

Calendar: 06/23/25 A-REVENUE AND TAXATION 2:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 126 GIPSON, MIKE,
Chair

Summary: The Personal Income Tax Law and the Corporation Tax Law allow various credits against the

taxes imposed by those laws, including, for taxable years beginning on or after January 1,
2017, and before January 1, 2027, a credit for qualified taxpayers in an amount equal to 15%
of the qualified value of fresh fruits or vegetables and specified raw agricultural products or
processed foods donated to a food bank. This bill would extend the authorization for those tax
credits for taxable years beginning before January 1, 2032. (Based on 06/16/2025 text)

Location: 06/05/2025 - Assembly REV. &
TAX

SB 561§Blakespear (D) JEIITUNIT

Hazardous waste: Emergency Distress Flare Safe Disposal Act.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
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Support
Notes
Notes
NSAC and Zero Waste Sonoma Sponsored.
Notes 2

Signed on to coaltion letter.
Bill information

Status: 06/09/2025 - Referred to Com. on E.S & T.M.

Calendar: 07/01/25 A-ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND TOXIC MATERIALS 1:30 p.m. - State Capitol,
Room 444 CONNOLLY, DAMON, Chair

Summary: Under current law, as part of the hazardous waste control laws, the Department of Toxic

Substances Control (DTSC) generally regulates the management and handling of hazardous
waste and hazardous materials. This bill would create a manufacturer responsibility program
for the safe and proper management of emergency distress flares. The bill would define
“covered product” to include certain pyrotechnic devices that meet the criteria for household
hazardous waste, as specified. The bill would require a manufacturer of a covered product,
individually or through a manufacturer responsibility organization, to develop and implement a
manufacturer responsibility plan for the collection, transportation, and the safe and proper
management of covered products, as specified. The bill would establish a process and timeline
for DTSC to review and approve, disapprove, or conditionally approve a plan and for the
implementation of an approved plan. The bill would require that an approved plan be published
on DTSC’s internet website, except for specified manufacturer data that would not be open to
public inspection. The bill would require, on or before January 1, 2027, DTSC to adopt
regulations to implement the act. This bill would require a manufacturer or manufacturer
responsibility organization to prepare and submit to DTSC and make publicly available an
annual report describing the activities carried out pursuant to the plan. (Based on 04/07/2025
text)

Location: 06/09/2025 - Assembly E.S. &
T.M.

Priority 3 (Monitor)

Hazardous waste: classification and alternative management standards: notice of change.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/11/2025 - Referred to Com. on E.Q.
Calendar: 07/16/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair
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Summary: Current law requires the Department of Toxic Substances Control, before adopting building
standards or adopting or revising other standards and regulations for the handling, processing,
storing, use, recycling, and disposal of hazardous and extremely hazardous wastes, to hold at
least one public hearing in Sacramento, or in a city within the area of the state to be affected
by the proposed regulations, as provided. This bill would, if the department proposes to
reclassify wastes or adopt alternative management standards for regulated waste, require the
department to take all necessary and authorized steps required by law to facilitate full public
notification and review of state, regional, and local facility entitlements, to enable local
community input regarding the proposed changes to the classification of wastes or the
alternative management standards. (Based on 02/13/2025 text)

Location: 06/11/2025 - Senate E.Q.
AB 620fJackson (D)L

Medium- and Heavy-Duty Zero-Emission Vehicle Fleet Purchasing Assistance Program: rental vehicles.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/11/2025 - Referred to Coms. on E.Q. and TRANS.
Calendar: 07/02/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair
Summary: Current law establishes the Medium- and Heavy-Duty Zero-Emission Vehicle Fleet Purchasing

Assistance Program (program) within the Air Quality Improvement Program to make financing
tools and nonfinancial supports available to operators of medium- and heavy-duty vehicle
fleets to enable those operators to transition their fleets to zero-emission vehicles. This bill, for
any regulation adopted to develop or implement the program, or other regulations that are
regarding the procurement or use of medium- and heavy-duty zero-emission vehicles by a
public or private fleet, would require the state board to consider specified things, including,
among other things, the environmental and supply chain benefits of renting medium- and
heavy-duty zero-emission vehicles compared to procuring them. (Based on 02/13/2025 text)

Location: 06/11/2025 - Senate E.Q.

Floating home marinas: rent caps: County of Marin.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Watch
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Notes
Bill information

Status: 06/13/2025 - Withdrawn from committee. Re-referred to Com. on RLS.

Summary: The Floating Home Residency Law prescribes various terms and conditions on tenancies in
floating home marinas, as defined. Current law, until January 1, 2030, prohibits management
of a floating home marina located in the Counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, or Marin from
increasing the gross rental rate for a tenancy for a floating home berth in a floating home
marina more than 3% plus the percentage change in the cost of living, or 5%, whichever is
lower, of the lowest gross rental rate charged for a tenancy at any time during the 12 months
prior to the effective date of the increase. Current law prohibits management of a floating home
marina from increasing the rent of a new homeowner that purchases a floating home in the
marina if the purchase qualifies as an in-place transfer, as defined. This bill would, until
January 1, 2038, prohibit management of a floating home marina located in the County of
Marin from increasing the above-described rent more than the percent change in the cost of
living, as specified, over the course of any 12-month period. The bill would require
management to provide notice of any rental rate increases to each homeowner, as specified.
The bill would specify that its provisions apply to rent increases for a tenancy in a floating
home marina occurring on or after July 1, 2025. The bill would provide that in the event that
management increases the rent by more than the amount specified above between July 1,
2025, and January 1, 2026, then the applicable rent on January 1, 2026, is the rent as of July
1, 2025, plus the maximum permissible increase, and that management is not liable to the
homeowner for any corresponding rent overpayment. (Based on 06/12/2025 text)

Location: 06/13/2025 - Senate RLS.

AB 1207 firwin (D) JETIVINEIT

Climate change: market-based compliance mechanism: price ceiling.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy  Fiscal Floor ConfConc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

Tracking form

Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/04/2025 - Referred to Com. on E.Q.
Calendar: 07/02/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair
Summary: The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, until January 1, 2031, authorizes the
State Air Resources Board to adopt a regulation establishing a system of market-based
declining aggregate emissions limits for sources or categories of sources that emit greenhouse
gases (market-based compliance mechanism) that meets certain requirements. Current law
requires the state board, in adopting the regulation to, among other things, establish a price
ceiling for emission allowances sold by the state board. Current law requires the state board, in
establishing the price ceiling, to consider specified factors, including the full social cost
associated with emitting a metric ton of greenhouse gases. This bill would require the state
board to instead consider the full social cost associated with emitting a metric ton of
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greenhouse gases, as determined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency in
November 2023. (Based on 03/17/2025 text)

Location: 06/04/2025 - Senate E.Q.

Metal shredding facilities: regulations.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/16/2025 - In committee: Set, first hearing. Hearing canceled at the request of author.
Calendar: 07/16/25 S-ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 112 BLAKESPEAR,
CATHERINE, Chair
Summary: Current law requires, on or before January 1, 2027, an air pollution control district or an air

quality management district the jurisdiction of which includes metal shredding facilities, in
consultation with the Department of Toxic Substances Control and the Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment to develop requirements for facilitywide fence-line air quality
monitoring at metal shredding facilities, as defined. Current law authorizes any reasonable
regulatory costs incurred by a district in implementing these provisions to be reimbursed
pursuant to the fee authority of the district. This bill would require, rather than authorize, any
reasonable regulatory costs incurred by a district in implementing these provisions to be
reimbursed by the owner or operator of a metal shredding facility. (Based on 04/03/2025 text)

Location: 06/04/2025 - Senate E.Q.

Used Mattress Recovery and Recycling Act: mattress recycling charge: consumer education.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/18/2025 - From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR. with recommendation:
To Consent Calendar. (Ayes 6. Noes 0.) (June 18). Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Calendar: 06/30/25 S-APPROPRIATIONS 10 a.m. - 1021 O Street, Room 2200 CABALLERO, ANNA,
Chair
Summary: The Used Mattress Recovery and Recycling Act, administered by the Department of

Resources Recycling and Recovery, authorizes a mattress recycling organization to be
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established by a qualified industry association to develop, implement, and administer a used
mattress recycling program in the state. The act requires the organization to set the state
mattress recycling charge, which is added to the purchase price of a mattress, at an amount
sufficient to fund the program. The act requires the charge to be clearly visible on the invoice,
receipt, or functionally equivalent document by the seller to the consumer as a separate line
item. This bill would authorize the distributor, retailer, or seller to pay the applicable charge to
the mattress recycling organization on behalf of the consumer or ultimate end user if the
distributor, retailer, or seller enters into a written agreement with a mattress recycling
organization to pay the charge directly to the mattress recycling organization, as provided. The
bill would make a distributor, retailer, or seller responsible for educating the consumer or the
ultimate end user of the mattress in the state on the recycling of used mattresses and options
available to consumers for the free dropoff or collection of used mattresses. (Based on
06/09/2025 text)

Location: 06/18/2025 - Senate APPR.

Waste discharge permits: landfills.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/09/2025 - Referred to Coms. on E.S & T.M. and NAT. RES.
Calendar: 07/01/25 A-ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND TOXIC MATERIALS 1:30 p.m. - State Capitol,
Room 444 CONNOLLY, DAMON, Chair
Summary: Existing law, the State Water Resources Control Board and the 9 California regional water
quality control boards regulate water quality and prescribe waste discharge requirements in
accordance with the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and the federal national
pollutant discharge elimination system permit program established by the federal Clean Water
Act. This bill would prohibit a state agency from issuing a waste discharge permit for a new
Class Il landfill, as defined, until after a local enforcement agency has held a separate publicly
noticed hearing and has certified to the department that the landfill will not disproportionately
impact or harm an environmental justice community, as defined. (Based on 03/24/2025 text)
Location: 06/09/2025 - Assembly E.S. &

T.M.

SB 633 Blakespear (D) JEIITNNIIT

Beverage containers: recycling.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Tracking form
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Position
Support

Notes
Bill information

Status: 06/16/2025 - Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.

Summary: The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act requires plastic
beverage containers sold by a beverage manufacturer, as specified, to contain a specified
average percentage of postconsumer recycled plastic per year. The act requires the
manufacturer of a beverage sold in a plastic beverage container subject to the California
Redemption Value to report to the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery certain
information about the amounts of virgin plastic and postconsumer recycled plastic used for
plastic beverage containers subject to the California Redemption Value for sale in the state in
the previous calendar year. Existing law provides that a violation of the act or a regulation
adopted pursuant to the act is a crime. This bill would require a manufacturer of a beverage
sold in a plastic beverage container subject to the California Redemption Value to also report
to the department by country of origin the amount in pounds of imported postconsumer
recycled plastic used for plastic beverage containers subject to the California Redemption
Value for sale in the state in the previous calendar year and to provide proof that the
postconsumer recycled content used by the manufacturer for plastic beverage containers has
been validated by a third party, as specified. By expanding the scope of a crime, the bill would
impose a state-mandated local program. (Based on 05/23/2025 text)

Location: 06/16/2025 - Assembly NAT.
RES

Beverage containers: recycling: redemption payment and refund value.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Desk Policy Fisca Floor Desk Policy  Fiscal Floor ~ ConfConc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

Tracking form

Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/05/2025 - Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.
Summary: The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act, a violation of which is a
crime, requires a distributor of beverage containers, as defined, to pay to the Department of
Resources Recycling and Recovery a monthly redemption payment for every beverage
container sold or transferred, as provided. The act requires the department to deposit those
amounts into the California Beverage Container Recycling Fund. The fund is continuously
appropriated to, among other things, pay refund values and administrative fees to processors
that receive empty beverage containers from recyclers. The act specifies that a beverage
container that is a box, bladder, or pouch, or similar container, containing wine or distilled
spirits has a redemption payment and refund value of $0.25.This bill would reduce the
redemption payment and refund value for one of those wine or distilled spirit beverage
containers, if it has a capacity of less than 24 fluid ounces, from $0.25 to $0.10, beginning
January 1, 2026. By expanding the scope of a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated
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local program.The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and
school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish
procedures for making that reimbursement. (Based on 03/24/2025 text)

Location: 06/05/2025 - Assembly NAT.
RES

California Environmental Quality Act: environmental leadership development projects: streamlining.

Progress bar
1st House 2nd House

Desk Policy Fisca Floor Desk Policy  Fiscal Floor ~ ConfConc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

Tracking form

Position

Watch
Notes
Notes

Have been informed by authtor's office that this bill is a spot and will be amended for a different use.
Bill information

Status: 06/16/2025 - Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.

Summary: The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to
prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the completion of an environmental impact report
on a project that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect on the
environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that the project will not have that
effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a
project that may have a significant effect on the environment if revisions in the project would
avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial evidence that the project, as revised,
would have a significant effect on the environment. This bill would provide additional
streamlining benefits to Waterfront Environmental Leadership Development Projects
(WELDPs), as defined, that, among other specified conditions, are certified by the Governor
and located on more than 50 acres of land and water within the Central Embarcadero Planning
District of the San Diego Unified Port District within the County of San Diego. The bill would
provide that the streamlining benefits include a requirement that the California Coastal
Commission provide specific and substantive comments or objections for certain documents
within 60 days, as provided. The bill would require a lead agency or applicant to, within 30
days after the certification of the environmental impact report by the lead agency, file required
application forms and materials for a port master plan amendment with the commission. The
bill would authorize the commission, if a certain condition is met, to charge a fee to an
applicant for the reasonable costs incurred by the commission for processing documents for
review or the application of the WELDP. By placing new duties on local agencies related to the
streamlining benefits, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. (Based on
05/23/2025 text)

Location: 06/16/2025 - Assembly NAT.
RES

Local agency officials: training.
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Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

Tracking form

Position
Watch

Notes
Bill information

Status: 06/18/2025 - June 18 set for first hearing canceled at the request of author.

Summary: Current law imposes ethics training on specified local agency officials. Current law requires
each training to be 2 hours and requires the officials to receive each training every 2 years,
and as described otherwise, with the first training within one year of commencing service.
Current law requires the local agency to maintain records of the trainings, as prescribed. This
bill would expand which local agency officials are required to complete the above-described
ethics training to include department heads, or other similar administrative officers, and would
instead require officials who commence service on or after January 1, 2026, to receive their
initial training within 6 months of commencing service. The bill would require the local agency
to publish the training records on its internet website, as specified. This bill would additionally
require all local agency officials, as defined, to receive at least 2 hours of fiscal and financial
training, as described. The bill would require the training to be received at least once every 2
years, as provided. The bill would exempt from these requirements specified local agency
officials if they are in compliance with existing education requirements specific to their
positions. (Based on 05/12/2025 text)

Location: 06/05/2025 - Assembly L. GOV.

AB 663 IMcKinnor (D) JERiTTNRIIT

Hydrofluorocarbon gases: sale and distribution prohibition: exemptions.

Progress bar

1st House 2nd House

—————— —O0—0—0—0—0
Tracking form
Position
Watch
Notes
Bill information
Status: 06/18/2025 - From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR. with recommendation:
To Consent Calendar. (Ayes 6. Noes 0.) (June 18). Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Calendar: 06/30/25 S-APPROPRIATIONS 10 a.m. - 1021 O Street, Room 2200 CABALLERO, ANNA,
Chair
Summary: Current law prohibits a person from offering for sale or distribution, or otherwise entering into

commerce in the state, bulk hydrofluorocarbons or bulk blends containing hydrofluorocarbons
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that exceed a specified global warming potential limit beginning January 1, 2025, and lower
global warming potential limits beginning January 1, 2030, and January 1, 2033. Current law
exempts from that prohibition hydrofluorocarbons that are reclaimed, as defined under a
specified federal regulation. This bill would eliminate the exemption for reclaimed
hydrofluorocarbons and would instead create a new exemption for certified reclaimed
refrigerants, as defined. By eliminating the exemption for reclaimed hydrofluorocarbons, the bill
would expand the scope of a crime and thereby impose a state-mandated local

program. (Based on 05/06/2025 text)

Location: 06/18/2025 - Senate APPR.

Total Measures: 27
Total Tracking Forms: 27
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June 6™, 2025

California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
P.O. Box 4025

Sacramento, CA 95812-4025

Email: regulations@calrecycle.ca.gov

Subject: Proposed Regulations (May 2025 Proposed Regulation Document) for the SB
1215 Battery Stewardship Program

Dear CalRecycle,

We, the undersighed organizations, appreciate the opportunity to submit comments on the
proposed regulations implementing SB 1215 (Newman, 2022), which expands the Electronic Waste
Recycling Act to include “covered battery-embedded products” and establishes a new recycling fee
structure to support the responsible collection and recycling of these items. The work you are doing
to implement this law for the people of California is vitally important, and we hope our comments
provide additional perspective as you complete this task. We have provided several comments
below on specific portions of the proposed regulations.

We support the implementation of consumer-paid recycling fees under SB 1215 as a fair and
effective mechanism to fund the end-of-life management of covered battery-embedded products.
By internalizing the costs of proper disposal, the fee structure should help promote environmental
responsibility and alleviate the financial burden on local governments. We support fee rates that
accurately reflect the actual costs of recycling and disposal, ensuring the program's sustainability
and effectiveness.

Proposed Regulations Comments
The core of the SB 1215 Battery-Embedded Products Program is the integration of battery-
embedded products into California’s Electronic Waste Recycling framework, supported by a new
recycling fee paid by consumers and an expanded network of compliant recycling infrastructure.
We appreciate the Department’s effort in drafting regulations that establish the administrative,
financial, and logistical foundations for this expanded system. We offer the following comments
and recommendations to further clarify regulatory requirements, strengthen program
implementation, and ensure that the responsible parties are held accountable for the proper
management of battery-embedded electronic waste.
1. Annual Reports. We believe that April 15th may be a problematic annual report deadline
for the PRO given the short timeline between program approval and the annual report
deadline. We noticed a similar challenge with one or more other PRO operators under a
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similar schedule, where the first-year reporting window proved difficult to meet. We
recommend that you consider shifting the annual report deadline to a later or more flexible
time in the first year to ensure adequate time for compliance, public posting, and review.
2. Commonly Used Household Tools. We support the Department’s effort to define
“common household tools” and recommend refining the language to ensure clarity, reduce
ambiguity, and support producer compliance. We recommend updating the definition of
common household tools to state the following:
“Common household tools” means tools that are readily available and routinely
used by the majority of households, such as slotted and crosshead screwdrivers,
paper clips, coins, or hex keys. “Common household tools” do not include
hammers, mallets, scissors, pliers, knives, ratchets, saws, chisels, or screwdrivers
that are not typically available to consumers. In addition, tools that require the use
of batteries, electricity, fuel as a power source, or tools that require the application
of heat, solvents, or significant force to separate a covered battery from a product
should also not be common household tools.

Conclusion

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the draft proposed regulations. We are
supportive of the direction in which the Department is moving and believe that the regulations, once
updated and finalized after the end of the review and comment period, will effectively serve all
Californians in many ways.

Sincerely,

Copre’

Doug Kob,old, Executive Director
California Product Stewardship Council

N. Jsp.

Nick Lapis, Direc’!tor of Advocacy
Californians Against Waste

/i{///
WA/
AM«/M

Joe LayMa"iana, Executive Director
Rethin kWaste
&
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Legislative Task Force

June 10, 2025

The Honorable Catherine Blakespear

Chair, Senate Environmental Quality Committee
1021 N Street, Room 1200

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Assembly Bill 998 (Hadwick) - SUPPORT
As Amended May 23, 2025

Dear Chair Blakespear,

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), California
Product Stewardship Council (CPSC), National Stewardship Action Council (NSAC),
Association of California School Administrators (ACSA), California State Association of
Counties (CSAC), Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), RethinkWaste, Tehama
County Solid Waste Management Agency (Tehama County SWMA), Del Norte Solid
Waste Management Authority (Del Norte SWMA), Solid Waste Association of North

RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE PACKET 07/01/2025 AGENDA ITEM: 5 ATTACHMENT B -p 3
FULL PACKET PAGE Page 36 of 44



The Honorable Catherine Blakespear
Assembly Bill 998 (Hadwick) — SUPPORT
June 10, 2025

Page 2

America (SWANA) California Chapters Legislative Task Force (LTF), Resource Recovery
Coalition of California (RRCC), StopWaste (Alameda County Waste Management
Authority), and California Association of School Business Officials (CASBO), we are
pleased to support Assembly Bill 998 (Hadwick), regarding household hazardous waste
(HHW) collection facilities.

Assembly Bill 998 seeks to help schools properly dispose of vapes confiscated
from students, enable local HHW collection facilities to reduce program management
costs, and increases recycling of electronic waste and batteries.

Local governments are responsible for the collection, processing, recycling and
disposal of solid waste, including the operation of local HHW collection facilities. These
local programs provide important public services and prevent improper disposal of
hazardous waste.

Vapes
Single-use and refillable vapes are commonly encountered in the waste stream

and must be managed as hazardous waste because they contain residual chemicals,
batteries, and electronic components and sometimes cause fires. Schools often
confiscate vape pens that students bring from home. While the student or parent can
dispose of the vape pen as HHW at a HHW collection facility, it is not clear that schools
can as well because the school is not a household and often generates too much
hazardous waste to qualify as a very small quantity generator (VSQG). The school’'s
action to take possession of contraband vape pens, especially when acting in loco
parentis, should not change the vape pen’s categorization as HHW. AB 998 provides
another convenient pathway for schools to safely dispose of confiscated vapes by
deeming those devices confiscated from students to be HHW, which can continue to be
taken to and managed by HHW collection facilities. AB 998 does not require schools to
use HHW collection facilities, nor does it compel HHW collection facilities to accept vapes
— it merely provides more flexibility for schools and local governments to work together to
safely manage this waste stream.

HHW Disassembly

Some HHW devices coming into HHW collection facilities include batteries,
circuitry, fluid canisters, etc. Some of these devices, like vape pens and flexible wand
lighters can quickly cause massive amounts of damage. It is unclear whether HHWCFs
are allowed to disassemble vape pens to separate the batteries and electronic
components from the cartridge/tank under their existing permits; however, this authority
would significantly reduce management costs and safety risks. The Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) considers any change in the physical, chemical, or biological
composition of hazardous waste (or any method/process that removes/reduces the
harmful properties or characteristics of hazardous waste) to be hazardous waste
“treatment.” These common-sense activities (like disassembling a device to remove a
battery) should not constitute “treatment” and HHW facilities should be allowed to safely
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The Honorable Catherine Blakespear
Assembly Bill 998 (Hadwick) — SUPPORT
June 10, 2025

Page 3

disassemble HHW to separate and appropriately manage the different components of
those devices without having to obtain much more expensive and burdensome hazardous
waste treatment facility permits. AB 998 simply allows HHW collection facilities to safely
disassemble HHW, including vapes, to separate batteries, valves, electronic components
and other parts containing liquids or gases.

For these reasons, we are pleased to support AB 998 and urge your “aye” vote
when this measure is heard before your committee.

Sincerely,
\, L\}
)_- S /3!2’*4/’%&(“/5
i |’ /:”
John Kennedy Joanne Brasch
RCRC CPSC
Senior Policy Advocate Director of Advocacy and Outreach
MR B D"Jb b—
Heidi Sanborn Dorothy JoNnson
NSAC ACSA
Executive Director Legislative Advocate
Sasha Horwitz— Qié%iﬁv
LAUSD CSAC
Legislative Advocate Legislative Advocate
"“‘b, |~V ﬁ/{ - "
Joe LaMariana Paul Freund
RethinkWaste Tehama County SWMA
Executive Director Agency Manager
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Tedd Ward, M.S.
Del Norte SWMA
Director

Do (s

Veronica Pardo
RRCC
Executive Director

s 2 Do

Sara E. Pietrowski
Chief Governmental Relations Officer
CASBO

i

A 1 I

1/
/|

CurtisiLarkin

SWANA California Chapters LTF
Chair

bt

Timothy Burroughs
StopWaste
Executive Director

o

cc:  The Honorable Heather Hadwick, Member of the California State Assembly
Members of the Senate Environmental Quality Committee
Brynn Cook, Consultant, Senate Environmental Quality Committee
Scott Seekatz, Consultant Republican Caucus
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California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
P.O. Box 4025

Sacramento, CA 95812-4025

Email: regulations@calrecycle.ca.gov

Subject: Proposed Regulations (May 20, 2025, Proposed Regulation Document) for AB
2440 Responsible Battery Recycling Act

Dear CalRecycle,

We, the undersigned organizations, would like to thank you for the opportunity to submit comments
on the proposed regulations to implement the Battery Stewardship Program established by AB 2440
(Irwin, 2022). The work you are doing to implement this program for the people of California is vitally
important, and we hope our comments provide additional perspective as you complete this task. We
have provided several comments below on specific portions of the proposed regulations.

Proposed Regulations Comments

The core of the AB 2440 Battery Stewardship Program is the establishment of an Extended
Producer Responsibility Program and resultant network of collection locations across the state,
and the recycling of the batteries collected. We believe that the Department’s proposed
regulations go a long way to support these high-level goals. We offer a number of regulation
language changes and considerations below to better support the spirit and aim of the law, support
the state’s desire to improve recycling and waste prevention, and ensure that producers are held
accountable for the systemic waste they create.

Primary Concerns:

1. Retailer Takeback Requirements. We believe that the retailer takeback requirements
under AB 2440 must be clearly defined, unambiguous, and uniformly enforceable in both
regulatory language and practical application. We also believe that at the heart of this law is
the principle of ubiquitous, low-barrier access to battery recycling. The law requires that
nearly every retailer that sells batteries must take them back - a core strategy to maximize
recovery rates, preventillegal disposal, and ensure that recycling options are available
wherever batteries are sold. Despite the centrality of this requirement, the proposed
regulations:

o Only reference retailer take-back in the context of the PRO’s annual report, and even
then, only require the PRO to describe how it “informed” retailers of their obligations;
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e Include no operational requirements, accountability benchmarks, enforcement plans,
or reporting structures to ensure compliance by retailers over time;

e |Lackclarity on the expected role of CalRecycle in ensuring that these take-back
locations are implemented and maintained across retail settings.

Retailer participation is not a one-time compliance check. Staff turnover is oftentimes high

in retail environments, so signage disappears, collection bins go unused, and enforcement

often fails to occur. CalRecycle’s own experience under the California Beverage Container

Recycling Program (Bottle Bill) demonstrates that active monitoring, site-level compliance

tools, and ongoing retailer engagement are essential to maintaining consumer-facing

infrastructure. That program now includes:

e Anonline retailer compliance map;

e Quarterly reporting on enforcement actions;

e Dedicated inspection teams; and

e Accessible public complaint portals.

A similar model must be adapted to the battery program. We recommend the following

regulatory additions:

e Require the PRO to report annually on the number and percentage of compliant retail
locations by ZIP code;

e Direct CalRecycle to develop a public-facing map or directory of battery drop-off sites,
including all obligated retailers;

e Require the PRO to provide ongoing training and signage to retail staff and report on its
renewal frequency; and

e Empower CalRecycle to perform unannounced site checks, issue warnings or
penalties, and publish compliance trends.

The success of this program hinges on actual physical collection points at the point of sale.

A weak, unaccountable take-back provision risks repeating the failures of under-enforced

take-back systems elsewhere, and we strongly believe that the regulations may be updated

to avoid this situation.

2. Annual Reports. We believe that April 15th may be a problematic annual report deadline
for the PRO given the short timeline between program approval and the annual report
deadline. We noticed a similar challenge with one or more other PRO operators under a
similar schedule, where the first-year reporting window proved difficult to meet. We
recommend that you consider shifting the annual report deadline to a later or more flexible
time in the first year to ensure adequate time for compliance, public posting, and review.

3. Travel Reimbursements. We believe that members of the advisory board should be
entitled to equitable and transparent reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred
while traveling to and from official advisory board meetings. As the advisory board is
expected to play a vital role in shaping the implementation and oversight of the battery
stewardship program, it is critical to ensure that participation is accessible to individuals
from diverse geographic, economic, and organizational backgrounds. Offering travel
reimbursements helps eliminate financial barriers that could otherwise discourage
participation, particularly for members representing small local governments, community-
based organizations, or environmental justice groups that may not have the budgetary
capacity to absorb such costs.
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4. Commonly Used Household Tools. We support the Department’s effort to define
“common household tools” and recommend refining the language to ensure clarity, reduce
ambiguity, and support producer compliance. We recommend updating the definition of
common household tools to state the following:

“Common household tools” means tools that are readily available and routinely
used by the majority of households, such as slotted and crosshead screwdrivers,
paper clips, coins, or hex keys. “Common household tools” do not include
hammers, mallets, scissors, pliers, knives, ratchets, saws, chisels, or screwdrivers
that are not typically available to consumers. In addition, tools that require the use
of batteries, electricity, fuel as a power source, or tools that require the application
of heat, solvents, or significant force to separate a covered battery from a product
should also not be common household tools.

5. Program Operator Submittals. We believe that while this section is critical for setting a
foundation for accountability, there are notable concerns. First, the allowance for the use
of “estimates” in data submissions —without specifying an acceptable margin of error —
raises the risk of systemic underreporting and inconsistent data quality across stewardship
organizations. Second, the exemption for small producers from submitting full data at the
outset could undermine enforcement equity and create loopholes in producer
responsibility. These provisions may compromise the transparency and integrity of the
program’s implementation.

6. Contingency Plans. We believe that the regulations, as written, entrust transition duties to
a "trustee or entity" without establishing clear requirements, qualifications, or oversight
requirements. The absence of transparency or stakeholder input requirements may weaken
public confidence and limit accountability during crises. Furthermore, we also recommend
the addition of explicit language authorizing CalRecycle to designate an agent or operator
to carry out critical implementation tasks if the PRO fails to meet core obligations. This
authority is already in place under California’s Mattress Stewardship Program (Public
Resources Code §42987.1), where CalRecycle may:

e Direct a third party to operate components of the program in the event of PRO

nonperformance,

e Approve alternative operational models to ensure continuity and efficiency.
Battery collection is more complex than mattresses in many respects: products are
smaller, more easily landfilled, and more dangerous if mishandled. CalRecycle must have
clear statutory backup authority to intervene, designate a responsible operator, or ensure
continuity if the PRO becomes defunct or noncompliant. This is especially important in the
early years of implementation, when data systems, retailer coordination, and reverse
logistics are being established. We recommend adding language to the regulations that
mirrors PRC 842987.1, such as:

“In the event that a stewardship organization fails to implement the program as
required, CalRecycle may designate another entity to temporarily or permanently
operate all or part of the stewardship program, subject to Department oversight.”

7. Stewardship Plans. We noted that while the section establishes a critical framework for
program implementation, it contains provisions that warrant concern. Notably, it allows
producers to self-define “administrative and operational costs,” which are eligible for
reimbursement through consumer-paid fees. Without clearer parameters, this could lead
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to inflated budgets and conflict with the intent of Public Resources Code §42423.1(c),
which emphasizes cost-efficiency. Additionally, the provision for “alternative collection
mechanisms” — such as mail-back programs — lacks sufficient vetting to ensure they
provide equitable access, particularly for rural or underserved communities. These gaps
could limit both the fiscal accountability and inclusiveness of the stewardship system.

Secondary Concerns:

1.

10.

11

Plan Termination. We believe that although this section provides a basic framework, it
does not require prior notice to affected communities or consumers, raising the risk of
abrupt service disruptions, especially in remote or underserved areas.

Plan Revocation. CalRecycle may revoke a plan for noncompliance or failure to
implement. Yet, we believe that the standard for “failure to implement” is vague, leaving
ambiguity between minor administrative lapses and significant operational breakdowns,
which could lead to inconsistent enforcement.

Annual Reports. Stewardship organizations must submit yearly reports on operations,
performance, and outreach. However, we believe that the option to report data only at the
county level —rather than ZIP code or census block — may obscure gaps in service and fail to
highlight disparities in rural or environmental justice communities.

Record Keeping. We believe that the regulation’s effectiveness relies on CalRecycle’s
capacity to audit a wide range of actors. Without adequate staffing or resources, the
requirement risks being unenforceable in practice.

Compliance Evaluations. CalRecycle is empowered to investigate violations and impose
penalties. That being said, we believe that the regulations do not include a clear complaint
or whistleblower mechanism, potentially leaving local agencies or concerned parties
without a channel to report observed noncompliance.

Producer Certifications. We found that this regulation lacks a transparent or formal
process for disputing producer status determinations, raising the risk of erroneous listings
or unjust exclusion from market participation.

Civil Penalties. This section outlines daily penalties for violations, aligning with PRC
§42425.1. Still, we believe that it does not introduce an escalating penalty structure for
repeat offenses, which may weaken deterrence against chronic or willful noncompliance.
Notices and Hearings. We found that this regulation may allow for short or vague timelines
that could infringe on due process, especially for small producers with limited legal or
administrative capacity.

Disciplinary Actions. We understand that CalRecycle is authorized to suspend or revoke
stewardship plans for violations. Despite its importance, we believe that this section does
not require public disclosure of enforcement actions, potentially concealing repeat
violators from public or stakeholder scrutiny.

Nondisclosure of Information. Our understanding is that this section allows producers to
label certain data as proprietary or trade secrets. The self-designation approach, with
minimal verification, risks overuse and reduces public transparency in areas like financial
data or product composition.

. State Agency Coordination and Fees. We understand this section to coordinate cost

recovery processes between CalRecycle and DTSC, including timing for plan submissions.
While interagency collaboration is essential, the regulation lacks mandates for cost
efficiency, leaving room for inflated administrative expenses.
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Conclusion

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft proposed regulations. We are
supportive of the direction in which the Department is moving and believe that the regulations, once
updated and finalized after the end of the review and comment period, will effectively serve all
Californians in many ways.

Sincerely,

Sl

Doug Kobold, Executive Director
California Product Stewardship Council

M Jup

Nick Lapis, Director of Advocacy
Californians Against Waste

/.
Vil
Joe La Mariana, Executive Director
RethinkWaste
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