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South Bayside Waste
Management Authority

A Public Agency

MINUTES

RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, June 03, 2025 at 3:00p.m.

RethinkWaste Administrative Office
1245 San Carlos Ave. Suite E

San Carlos, CA 94070
1. Call to Order/Roll Call - 3:02 PM

Member Present Absent
Adam Rak 3:07 PM
Adam Loraine X
Fran Dehn X
Jeff Schmidt X

2. Public Comment
Persons wishing to address the Board on matters NOT on the posted agenda may do so. Each speaker is limited to three minutes. If there are more than
five individuals wishing to speak during public comment, the Chairman will draw five speaker cards from those submitted to speak during this time. The
balance of the Public Comment speakers will be called upon at the end of the Board Meeting. If the item you are speaking on is not listed on the agenda,
please be advised that the Board may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed as allowed under The Brown Act (Government Code
Section 54954.2). The Board's general policy is to refer items to staff for attention, or have a matter placed on a future Board agenda for a more
comprehensive action or report and formal public discussion and input at that time. Speakers may also submit comments via email prior to the
meeting by sending those comments to rethinker@rethinkwaste.org .

N/A
3. Executive Director’s Report (Verbal Update)
N/A

4. Approval of Consent Calendar

Consent Calendar item(s) are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these
items unless members of the Board, staff or public request specific items be removed for separate action. Items removed from the
Consent Calendar will be moved to the end of the agenda for separate discussion.

A. Approval of the Minutes of May 06, 2025, Legislative Committee Meeting
Motion : A. Loraine
Second : J. Schmidt
Motion Pass : 2-0-0-2
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Member Approve | Oppose Abstain Absent

Adam Rak X
Adam Loraine X
Fran Dehn X
Jeff Schmidt X

5. Legislative and Regulatory Updates from EEC and Committee Discussion

EEC staff Elroi informed the committee of where we are in the legislative process and that the deadline for the first house is
this upcoming Friday, June 6, 2025. Additionally, informed the members of the measures that the agency was tracking and did
not make it out of suspense.

SB 45 - Tethered bottle caps which was not mentioned during the hearing so it will not move forward.
SB 501 - Household hazardous waste extended producer responsibility, been set as a two-year bill.

EEC staff Elroi additionally discussed a handful of the bills tracked by the agency that are moving forward.

AB 864 — Household waste for solar panels to be treated as universal waste.

AB 80 - Carpet recycling bill.

AB 259 - Open meetings extension with covid rules is on the floor in the second house.

SB 14 - State agency post-consumer plastic purchasing requirements of percentage of recycled material.
Hazardous waste and distress flares.

EEC staff Elroi added that after Friday, June 6, the legislature will be pivoting to the budget discussions, adding that EEC will
be providing staff and the committee with an update on all bill movements.

Member Loraine inquired if there was any language heard about the tethered bottle cap bill prior to the suspense hearing
indicating any discussion.

EEC staff Addis described the appropriations committee process and how they decide which bills move forward and leave
appropriations, adding that bills can be held without the appropriations committee providing an explanation. Addis further
explained that the legislative process will conclude mid-September 2025 and if it does not arrive to the Governor by then, the
bill will be lost or stuck as a two-year bill. Budget is being negotiated that will need to be in place by the start of the state’s
fiscal year on July 1, 2025, as there is a constitutional requirement to submit a budget to the Governor. Adding that the agency
is focused on the climate cap and trade, Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, (GGRF) as it funds CalRecycle and SB1383
implementation, stating that discussion will probably occur up until September 2025.

Member Schmidt asked if GGRF is state level funding or if there was any pressure from the federal level.
EEC staff Addis confirmed that what was previously described was solely focused on state funding.

Member Loraine requested clarification on whether there is a certain amount allocated annually or if everyone is looking to see
if they can qualify.

EEC staff Addis explained that AB 32 is the original law passed that allows for the cap-and-trade program. Besides the
governor’s choice of high-speed rail and transferring all Cal-Fire operational activities to GGRF from the general fund, the rest
of the bills are led to negotiations. Adding to that GGRF funding will be where the agency can negotiate funds for EV vehicles.

Member Loraine inquired about appropriating proposition four funding and if that is included in the discussion of GGRF
funding.
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EEC staff Addis informed the committee that Proposition four only helped with investments in the compost, healthy soils
program. Explaining that because of this, EEC is focused on obtaining GGRF funding to help support the agency for the next
few years, adding that if there is no engagement to obtain GGRF funding by the agency, there could potentially be a lock on
how GGRF wants the money to be spent and deter the agency from obtaining any funds.

EEC staff Elroi informed the committee on the workshops held by CalRecycle that include:

SB 54 rule making had discussed a theme of broad product exemption for products that conflict with federal rules such as
over-the-counter drugs, deodorants and food packaging which excludes much of the packaging. Adding flexibility was
introduced for more advanced recycling and how hazardous waste from that is handled. Another topic of discussion was more
allowance for refill reuse packaging. Lastly, adding that all concerns the agency had regarding SB 54 regulations have not
been addressed or changed since last year. EEC added that the SB 54 advisory board committee discussed similar issues
and focused on chemical recycling and over the counter product exemptions along with composters looking to align with
national organics standards.

Staff Au inquired if these workshops fall under informal rule making.

EEC staff Elroi confirmed that they are in the informal rule making phase with another workshop later in the month, followed by
proposed ruled with an official comment period, then submit to the office of administrative law by the end of 2025.

Staff Au informed the committee that the official comment period ends at the end of day which the agency commented via a
letter that is like the previous letter with additional comments and though a copy was not sent to the committee for review, staff
will be providing a copy of the drafted letter during this meeting.

Member Rak recommended staff provide the letters to the committee members ahead of time.

EEC staff Elroi described the workshop for SB 1215 which added embedded batteries to an existing law from 2003. Staff
informed the committee that the law will become effective upon final regulations and fee of 1.5% of the retail price which will
be added to the cost of products with embedded batteries. Staff further explained that the fee will go into a fund that producers
will use for collection of the products with embedded batteries or to provide to waste management agencies that collect
batteries such as this agency. Adding that the proposed regulations are out and comments are due by June 6, 2025.

Staff Au informed the committee that staff will be commenting on the two battery bills regulations as a co-sponsor alongside
California Against Waste and California Product Stewardship Council.

Member Rak inquired if there is a timeline or deadline on when the regulation is online.

EEC staff Elroi clarified that SB 1215 will begin collection early 2026 with collection reports expected to begin mid-2026,
adding that deadlines for labeling products on how to properly dispose are due soon.

EEC staff Elroi explained AB 2440 for loose batteries will be implemented upon CalRecycle regulation on or after April 2025.
Additionally, they have minimum recycling rates set for 2027 where companies need to hit 70% recycling rate for primary non-
rechargeable batteries and 60 % recycling rate for rechargeable batteries. Requirements include fully funding the collection,
implementation of disposal info on product label, and covers responsibility for public education. Staff restated that the co-
sponsored letter will be due June 12, 2025. Adding that batteries not covered in the bill include, non-rechargeable batteries
over 2 kg, rechargeable batteries over 5kg and 300-watt hours, lead acid batteries over 6V, vehicle batteries; except for e-
bikes and single person e-scooters, healthcare devices, energy storage systems, vapes, and recalled batteries.

Member Rak inquired on how this will be tracked through the producer’s responsibility.
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EEC staff Elroi informed the committee that tracking was a part of the discussion as there are requirements regarding adding
a label of the company trademark and categorizing what is collected by the group collecting. Companies that produce
batteries have the option collect their own batteries or to create or join a Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO) to jointly
collect.

Member Rak inquired on what the agency’s responsibility is to battery companies when collecting batteries and if the agency
is expected to separate batteries.

EEC staff Elroi clarified that the responsibility is for the producers to work with the agency on collecting batteries, PROs are
expected to collect all batteries collected by the agency not only those specific to the producers within the PRO. Adding that
the tracking responsibility lies on who the agency provides that batteries to, along with payment to the agency for collection.

Member Rak inquired if there are multiple PROs the agency is collecting batteries and if that entails an additional cost.

EEC staff Elroi clarified that if a producer does not join a PRO, they would only collect their own brand but if the agency is
working with a PRO for collection of batteries than all battery brands will be collected by the PRO.

Member Rak inquired whether the agency would contract with only one PRO.
Staff Au added that it is like the medicine program where there are only two PROs for medication who collect everything.

EEC staff Elroi informed the committee of the carpet stewardship program review done by CalRecycle that occurs every three
years and how no changes were made.

Member Loraine inquired about what staff forecasts the agency’s position to be in the letters regarding the battery bills and
whether it is different to the concerns that have already been discussed.

Staff Au informed the committee of it being the first time regulations were provided for the battery bill.

EEC staff Elroi added that one discussion point brought up during the hearing was regarding franchises, for example one
owner of multiple franchises which can impact collection.

Staff Au stated the agency co-sponsored the bill due to issues with the agency’s battery collection and working to remove
batteries from waste, recycling, and compost streams.

Member Rak asked if staff could provide members with a copy of drafted letters to review as it gives members the opportunity
to comment if possible before the letter is delivered even if the letter is due within a 24-hour period.

Staff Au confirmed that letters will be sent out to members when drafted. Additionally informing the committee on the
confirmation of CalRecycle director Zoe Hiller.

Member Loraine requested a short review on SB 14.

EEC staff Elroi informed the committee on SB 14 requirements for state agencies to encourage reusability and purchasing
recycled products and described as an example that if state agencies purchase water bottles, they must be 90% post-
consumer recycled plastic, if a building is a certain size, then they should adapt water bottle refill stations, 50% reusable
options for food ware, actions must be taken to reduce organic material waste, and reduce the amount of paper purchases.
EEC Staff Elroi added that changes are expected to be made throughout it's time in the second house.
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EEC staff Strella added the bill now, not only requires agencies to reduce their waste but to address and report on their
composting efforts.

Member Loraine inquired on the verbiage used stating that community colleges are part of state agencies and whether that is
a part of the bill's expansion.

EEC staff Elroi confirmed that the community colleges are considered state agencies under CSU and are not excluded from
the bill’s mandates.

6. Committee Member Comments
N/A
7. Adjourn: 3:53 PM
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