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A Public Agency

MINUTES
RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, July 01, 2025 at 3:00p.m.

RethinkWaste Administrative Office
1245 San Carlos Ave. Suite E
San Carlos, CA 94070

1. Call to Order/Roll Call: 3:00PM

Member Present Absent

Adam Rak | 3:04PM
Adam Loraine X
Fran Dehn X
Jeff Schmidt X

2. Public Comment
Persons wishing to address the Board on matters NOT on the posted agenda may do so. Each speaker is limited to three minutes. If there are more than
five individuals wishing to speak during public comment, the Chairman will draw five speaker cards from those submitted to speak during this time. The
balance of the Public Comment speakers will be called upon at the end of the Board Meeting. If the item you are speaking on is not listed on the agenda,
please be advised that the Board may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed as allowed under The Brown Act (Government Code
Section 54954.2). The Board's general policy is to refer items to staff for attention, or have a matter placed on a future Board agenda for a more
comprehensive action or report and formal public discussion and input at that time. Speakers may also submit comments via email prior to the
meeting by sending those comments to rethinker@rethinkwaste.org .

N/A
3. Executive Director’s Report (Verbal Update)

The Executive Director informed the committee on staff participating in meetings organized by Environmental & Energy
Consulting (EEC) in Sacramento with Senator Monique Limén presenting on funding request under the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund (GGRF). Adding that on a separate day, staff made the same presentation to staff for Assembly Speaker
Robert Rivas.

The Executive Director also informed the committee that staff will be attending the CRRA conference and on August 5, 2025,
and the Executive Director will be a part of panel discussing dangers of lithium-ion batteries and the fire impact on facilities.

Member Schmidt inquired whether the agency plans on educating city councils and other people who can help support
legislation during the off cycle.

Staff Au stated that it has been discussed and there is time to determine schedules.
EEC Staff Strella informed the committee that the legislature adjourns for recess on July 18 for a month, then after the end of

session there is a winter recess which gives time to regroup and prepare for their January return. Adding that during those
breaks, EEC can assist in connecting with people who can help support agency legislation.
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EEC Staff Elroi stated the groundwork can be laid out for outreach to city councilmembers can take place in August and
September.

EEC Staff Strella informed the committee that EEC staff can augment reaching out to various city councilmembers
determining what lobbyist represents them to get their attention and educate the councilmembers as well.

Member Rak stated that this is a broader grassroots approach to reach out outside of San Mateo County who may oppose the
agencies stance.

Member Schmidt agreed and stated the agency should analyze members of committees and mayors across California, adding
that he is open to helping with that.

Member Dehn suggested that this be taken to the government affairs committee for Chamber San Mateo County as they have
representatives from all the elected officials there.

EEC Staff Elroi stated that the focus is on cities in the members districts where we need votes.

Staff Au added that staff will work on it and learn what problem products are considered to discuss.

4. Approval of Consent Calendar

Consent Calendar item(s) are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these
items unless members of the Board, staff or public request specific items be removed for separate action. Items removed from the
Consent Calendar will be moved to the end of the agenda for separate discussion.

A.  Approval of the Minutes of June 03, 2025, Legislative Committee Meeting
Motion : A. Rak

Second : A. Loraine
Motion Pass : 4-0-0-0

Member Approve | Oppose Abstain Absent
Adam Rak X
Adam Loraine X
Fran Dehn X
Jeff Schmidt X

5. Legislative and Regulatory Updates from EEC and Committee Discussion

EEC Staff Strella informed the committee that the budget was passed and signed into law last night and the focus is now to
shepherd bills through the second house by July 18, 2025. Adding that the focus will now be on GGRF and EEC has been
working on meetings with members of the legislature in GGRF working groups amongst a larger clean air coalition on funding
programs that will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

EEC Staff Strella stated that advocacy from agency staff in these meetings is to make the case for the zero investments of
SB1383 programs at CalRecycle as there has been in previous years, and that many agencies are asking for GGRF. Strella
acknowledged the work of staff to attend meetings both virtual and in person in Sacramento and generally what has come out
of those meetings is that it is likely there will be work on the reauthorization of Cap and Trade which is connected to the GGRF
over the recess, which is why staff are focusing on these meetings. Adding that the agency signed onto a general principles
letter with the coalition and plan on a more specific letter for the groups that are concerned with funds for organic waste
diversion which will be provided to the committee when ready.

The Executive Director stated that though Senator Limén believed in everything presented by staff and was realistic on the
large competition for limited funds in the GGRF.
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EEC Staff Addis informed the committee that this is the time to let elected officials know it is time to schedule meetings with
assembly members and senators to discuss GGRF.

Staff Au stated the staff met with Senators Berman, Becker, and Papan and discussed GGRF funding.

EEC Staff Strella explained the need for agency staff to represent local government in supporting organic diversion and linking
GGRF investments to rate increases.

Member Schmidt inquired about how staff have connected with Senator Becker.

EEC Staff Addis stated that it is important for staff to connect with Senator Becker and make it clear how important GGRF
funding is for the agency.

The Executive Director commented that there has not been an opportunity to speak to Senator Becker and welcomes
assistance to make the connection.

Member Rak recommended an opinion piece or Op Ed to gain further visibility.
Member Schmidt stated they are open to connect with Senator Becker to try and arrange a meeting with agency staff.
Staff Au stated staff will provide refined talking points.

Member Rak recommended the opinion piece still move forward for senators and agency staff to distribute to groups that can
reach out to local legislatures.

Member Dehn agreed and stated that it is important to have a tangible form.
Member Schmidt recommends preparing items prior to scheduling a meeting with the Senator.

Staff Au informed the committee that there is a letter that is currently being reviewed by staff and will then be dispersed to the
committee.

EEC Staff Addis informed the committee that it is possible that Senator Becker may not co-sign and inquired if this is an op-ed
that the agency would like to sign onto, but two signatories can be done independently to the senator that can be distributed.

EEC Staff Elroi informed the committee that Senator Becker is on the Senate working group and Assemblymember Papan is
on the Assembly working group.

EEC Staff Strella informed the committee that work is currently being done that includes shepherding bills to the policy
committees in the next two weeks, and letters are being adjusted and resubmitted that the agency is supporting so that they
are still on record. EEC staff are keeping an eye on bills that are being amended and could have an impact on the agency.

EEC Staff Strella explained SB237 which caps the price on the low carbon fuel standard credits which may reduce the amount
of investment that is available for the agency contractors to upgrade their EV vehicle fleet. Adding that the bill directs carbs to
change the low carbon fuel standard to reduce the credit price in effect on January 1, 2025, and they are not allowed to
increase it annually more than the consumer price index.

EEC Staff Strella inquired if SB237 will have an impact on the agency’s O2E 2.0 pilot project and if eligible for LCFS credits,
who they would belong to, the agency or the wastewater treatment plant that the agency works with for that project.

The Executive Director clarified that the credits in terms of ROI help understand the economics of the project by adding that
the agency has yet to plan for that.

Member Dehn stated that Silicon Valley Clean Water now has lobbyists which they did not have in the past.
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Staff Au asked if the bill is currently on the agency list and EEC Staff Strella confirmed it is not but will be added.

EEC Staff Elroi informed the committee of the waiting period with CalRecycle workshops and took in comments with plans to
respond to the comments, adding that staff expect the formal process for SB54 regulation to have started last week.

EEC Staff Elroi informed the committee that an update to the landfill methane regulation which is the Air Resource Board’s
regulation on monitoring and enforcing capture of gasses emitted out of landfills.

The Executive Director stated there is a direct correlation as methane from landfill is from organic material breaking down
within landfills connecting to SB1383.

Member Loraine asked what the agency’s stance is on SB237 or if it is only being watched.

EEC Staff Strella stated that it is being on the agency committee radar as LCFS credits are part of a bigger bill connected to
the affordability of gas.

EEC Staff Addis suggested agency opposition of the provision as the LCFS credits provision impacts the agencies interest in
transportation and potential projects with methane.

Member Loraine inquired about two bills that have been removed from the previous list.

EEC Staff Strella informed the committee that some bills were archived two-year bills but can still be tracked.

Member Loraine inquired further into the archived bills and the deciding factors.

EEC Staff Strella explained that AB762 for example, as the agency is a co-sponsor and it was a policy bill that went to a policy
committee and was not held in appropriations. Adding the same occurred with SB 501 as it became a two-year bill when in
appropriations and was not held on suspense.

Staff Au informed the committee how those are priority bills for the agency and keep them on the radar.

Member Dehn inquired if the list of bills on the provided packet is considered a priority bill.

Staff Au confirmed that they are priority bills that are active.

Member Dehn suggested that the listed bills include a note on whether it is a priority and active in the packet.

EEC Staff Strella stated that staff can provide a separate list that shows what bills have been archived.

6. Committee Member Comments
N/A

7. Adjourn: 3:53PM
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