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MINUTES 
RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2025 at 3:00p.m. 
 

RethinkWaste Administrative Office 
1245 San Carlos Ave. Suite E 

San Carlos, CA 94070 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call: 3:04PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Staff: Joe La Mariana, Jean Savaree, Cyndi Urman, Julia Au,  
EEC : Mandi Strella, Noam Elroi  

 
 

2. Public Comment 
Persons wishing to address the Board on matters NOT on the posted agenda may do so. Each speaker is limited to three minutes. If there are more than 
five individuals wishing to speak during public comment, the Chairman will draw five speaker cards from those submitted to speak during this time.  The 
balance of the Public Comment speakers will be called upon at the end of the Board Meeting. If the item you are speaking on is not listed on the agenda, 
please be advised that the Board may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed as allowed under The Brown Act (Government Code 
Section 54954.2).  The Board's general policy is to refer items to staff for attention, or have a matter placed on a future Board agenda for a more 
comprehensive action or report and formal public discussion and input at that time. Speakers may also submit comments via email prior to the 
meeting by sending those comments to rethinker@rethinkwaste.org. 

 
3. Executive Director’s Report (Verbal Update)               
 
Executive Director La Mariana had two updates to share: 
 
• Staff had a scoping meeting for 2026 with EEC on Legislative Priorities. 
• The vape bill will have one chance in the committee it was in and that meeting will be in January 2026 no later than 

January 15. 
 
4. Approval of Consent Calendar 

Consent Calendar item(s) are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these 
items unless members of the Board, staff or public request specific items be removed for separate action.  Items removed from the 
Consent Calendar will be moved to the end of the agenda for separate discussion. 

 

A. Approval of the Minutes of September 2, 2025, Legislative Committee Meeting 
Motion/Second : Loraine/Rak 
Voice Vote: 3-0-0-1 

Member Present Absent 

Adam Rak X  
Adam Loraine X  

Fran Dehn X  
Jeff Schmidt  X 

mailto:rethinker@rethinkwaste.org
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5. Legislative and Regulatory Updates & Discussion on 2026 Legislative Priorities 
 
Mandi Strella gave a presentation but noted that there is one change in the presentation: one bill that was marked 
as stall, is now a 2-year bill, and she wanted to note the difference in the slides that were sent vs. what is being 
presented today.   
 
The committee discussed the results of 2025 legislative work and the outlook for 2026, and the priorities for the next 
legislative session. The presentation included the following: 
 

• Successes included the Governor signing AB 899 (Ransom) which authorizes CalRecycle to increase 
recycled glass market development, as well as AB 1207 (Irwin) Cap and Trade reauthorization and SB 840 
(Limon) GGRF.  Both are not perfect but have laid the groundwork for organic waste diversion work in 
2026.  It did extend the pot of money to be fought over each year. 

 
• Vetoed: AB 823 (Boerner) Microplastics, the Governor didn’t want to inadvertently ban biodegradable 

glitter. 
 

• Stalled: AB 80 carpet, AB 436 compost site permitting, AB 998 vapes recycling, SB 45 bottle cap tethers 
and SB 14 waste diversion and recyclable content requirements for state agencies, all held in 
appropriations due to costs.  

 
• Two Year Bills: AB 762 RethinkWaste’s bill banning single use vapes was held as a two-year bill. 

 
• AB 259 regarding opening meetings was held in the Local Government Committee but is still moving 

forward.  EEC will be reaching out to the authors office to see if they’re planning to move it in 2026. 
 

• It was a tough year for producer responsibility, and environmental stewardship.  There has been a move to 
the middle politically and a move towards affordability and consumer convenience at the cost of protecting 
the environment. 

 
• 2026 outlook: another weak budget year, and how the federal government shutdown affects federal funding 

for programs.  Assembly members are going into an election cycle and a change in leadership which will 
also affect bills, and the results of Prop 50 may cause a change in legislative seats, if state legislators run 
for congress and open up state seats.  

 
Noam Elroi led a discussion on the 2026 outlook and priorities which include: 

• Will start fighting for yearly Cap and Invest funding for SB 1383 
• Will continue to watch the development of SB 54 regulations, noted CalRecycle’s huge backlog of 

regulations, so need to continue to put pressure on funding for SB 1383 
• Watch for Zero Emission Vehicle policies that will likely try to be built back up in the next year after being 

pulled back in response to the federal government 
• Continue to watch the solar panel bill which is now a two year bill 

Member Approve Oppose 
 

Abstain 
 

Absent 

Adam Rak X    
Adam Loraine X    

Fran Dehn X    
Jeff Schmidt    X 
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• Continue to watch bioplastics and microplastics 
• Continuing to work on RethinkWaste’s ban of single use vapes bill passed 
• Implementation of AB 2440, SB 1215, SB 54 
• GGRF Funding to invest in programs 
• Expanding the Zero Waste Now Coalition to help give RethinkWaste a larger voice in Sacramento 

 
Member Dehn asked if a business or multi-family building is fined because of lack of compliance with SB 1383 
where does that money go. 
 
Staff Au thought that because the enforcement comes from the local jurisdiction, she thought the money goes back 
to the local jurisdiction, but she and EEC said they would check and confirm. 
 
Member Rak asked why bioplastics and microplastics were marked as a watch item as opposed to a priority item 
when it’s listed as one of the priorities items in the platform. 
 
Noam Elroi answered that due to SB 54, SB 343 (truth in environmental labeling and AB 1201 (what you can label 
as compostable) if left untouched, by mid-2027 ultimately these plastics wouldn’t be able to be sold as packaging in 
the state.  He did note that the bioplastics industry is pushing back heavily to change that outcome. So, bioplastics 
will still be on the radar for EEC but not a priority, because it’s reactionary at this point waiting for others to make a 
move, and they don’t see it taking as much time as other priorities on the list. 
 
Executive Director La Mariana asked to move remote participation in advisory committee members up to the 
priorities list. 
 
Member Rak wanted to prioritize specifically advisory meetings being able to default attend remotely. 
 
Counsel Savaree noted that she would check the language of the bill that was passed that goes into effect in July 
around remote attendance at advisory committee meetings. 
 
Member Loraine asked for more information about watch item of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
compost rules. 
 
Executive Director La Mariana answered that there was a series of regulations that we were told were coming, that 
would have required the installation of doors and expensive air filtration/scrubbing bio-filter systems on the transfer 
station building that took up a very large footprint and was very expensive  The Air Quality Management District 
backed off on those regulations, but we want to watch for them in case they get reactivated. 
 
The committee agreed on the watch and priority list for 2026. 
 
Staff Au added that the Agency’s ban of single use vapes bill will come back in January, and asked committee 
members to help reach out to other elected officials and JPA local agencies to get more data on the impact of 
vapes or fires with the real cost behind the use disposal of vapes. 
 
Member Rak asked staff to help connect committee members with whom to call but noted that he didn’t have 
contacts in Southern California. 
 
Member Loraine asked what type of funding we were hoping to get from GGRF. 
 
Member Loraine asked what’s the difference between a stalled bill and a 2-year bill. 
 
Mandi Strella answered that stalled bills are held in appropriations, and likely won’t move forward. 
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6. Committee Member Comments 
 
Noam asked the committee to fill out available dates in November as there will be an in district meeting with Diane 
Papan in November to discuss RethinkWaste’s 2026 priorities with the Assembly member, and they’d like to have 
as many committee members there as possible. 
 

7. Adjourn: 4:09PM 
 


