
_________________________________________________________________
MINUTES 

RETHINKWASTE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY JANUARY 06, 2026, 3:00pm 

1245 SAN CARLOS AVE. STE E, SAN CARLOS, CA 94070 
_________________________________________________________________ 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call: 3:03 PM

RethinkWaste Staff: Jean Savaree, Joe La Mariana, Julia Au, 
Cyndi Urman, Dolores Molina-Bucio, Oliver Crawford-
Shelmadine. 

Others Present: Mandi Strella, Noam Elroi, Reed Addis 

2. Public Comment
Persons wishing to address the Board on matters NOT on the posted agenda may do so. Each speaker is limited to three minutes. If there are more than
five individuals wishing to speak during public comment, the Chairman will draw five speaker cards from those submitted to speak during this time.  The
balance of the Public Comment speakers will be called upon at the end of the Board Meeting. If the item you are speaking on is not listed on the agenda,
please be advised that the Board may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed as allowed under The Brown Act (Government Code
Section 54954.2).  The Board's general policy is to refer items to staff for attention, or have a matter placed on a future Board agenda for a more
comprehensive action or report and formal public discussion and input at that time. Speakers may also submit comments via email prior to the
meeting by sending those comments to rethinker@rethinkwaste.org. .

N/A

3. Executive Director’s Report (Verbal Update)

Executive Director La Mariana shared bill updates with the committee:

Two bills the agency has supported that align with existing battery and EPR bills have taken effect on January 1,
2026.
• SB 1215 Electronic Waste Recycling Act (EWRA) by adding "covered battery-embedded products" (devices

with non-removable batteries) to the program, creating fees at point-of-sale for consumers, and requiring
manufacturers to fund collection and recycling, aiming to prevent battery fires, improve safety, and boost
recycling for items like smartwatches, toothbrushes, and certain toys.

• AB 2440 Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022, mandates that battery producers create and fund
stewardship programs for collecting and recycling loose batteries sold in the state, establishing a
comprehensive Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) system to replace older laws and improve battery
management. This law aims to reduce fire risks and environmental harm from improper disposal by ensuring
convenient recycling options for consumers and proper handling by manufacturers.
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Executive Director La Mariana also mentioned he will be going to Sacramento on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, to 
testify as a technical expert in support of AB 762 in front of Assemblymember Marc Berman’s committee.  

4. Approval of Consent Calendar
Consent Calendar item(s) are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these
items unless members of the Board, staff or public request specific items be removed for separate action.  Items removed from the
Consent Calendar will be moved to the end of the agenda for separate discussion.

A. Approval of the Minutes of November 4, 2025, Legislative Committee Meeting.

Motion: J. Schmidt
Second: F. Dehn
Motion Passed: 2-0-0-1

5. Discussion on RethinkWaste’s Co-Sponsored Bill:
AB 762 (Irwin and Wilson): Disposable, battery-embedded vapor inhalation device: prohibition.

Mandi Strella provided an update on AB 762, informing the committee that EEC staff has been working on attending
meetings and submitting the appropriate documents to the Assembly Business and Professions Committee
regarding AB 762. Adding that they recently met with Assemblymember Nguyen with California Product
Stewardship Council (CPSC) and representatives from   Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC),
California State Association of Counties (CSAC), Waste Management (WM) to discuss the importance of AB 762
and the banning of single-use plastics.

Noam Elroi acknowledged Member Schmidt’s work with local mayors and had clarifying questions regarding
signatures on support letters and whether the signature is for the cities or for the mayor.

Member Schmidt confirmed the signatures are solely for the mayor’s support.

Noam Elroi inquired if there is a form confirming the recent letter of signatures has been sent.

Mandi Strella provided the committee with important dates to follow the passing of AB 762 to the second house.
• January 10, 2026, the governor submits their budget.
• January 13, 2026, the Executive Director will testify as a technical advisor in support of AB 762 in front of

Assemblymember Marc Berman’s committee.
• January 16, 2026, AB 762 will be heard in the Assembly Business and Professions Committee and if passes

will head to the Appropriations Committee.
• January 23, 2026, is the last day for committees to report bills to the floor.
• January 31, 2026, is the last day for each house to pass 2-year bills to the second house.
• February 20, 2026, is the last day for new bill proposals to be introduced to this session.

Mandi Strella informed the committee that if the bill does not progress, the process will start over until a new bill 
comes along.  

Member Schmidt asked what the next steps are to expand if the bill does come out of the committee and if it will be 
expanded to all supervisors across the state.  
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Mandi Strella informed the committee members that letters can be submitted to the fiscal committee though those 
support letters will not be shown in bill analysis.  

Noam Elroi added that outreach in Assembly Member Wicks region could assist while in the appropriation 
committee.  

Member Schmidt informed the committee that names will be gathered for the board of supervisors to reach out and 
recommend review and support the bill.  

Executive Director La Mariana informed the committee of the late endorsements from the Teamsters and 
Firefighters and inquired if staff and committee members have contacts for either group for the agency to connect 
with and which specific Firefighter union was signed onto the bill. 

Reed Addis stated it is the California Professional Firefighters Association which is the overarching firefighter union. 

Staff Au added that Doug Subers, internal lobbyist who represents the California Professional Firefighters 
Association, will be testifying on behalf of the bill.     

6. Legislative and Regulatory Updates from EEC and Commission.

Mandi Strella informed the committee that EEC is in communication with Senator Allen’s office regarding the stalled
SB 501 and their amendments to expand and address batteries.

Executive Director La Mariana inquired if California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) is watching any specific
bills or if they will be introducing any new bills.

Staff Au confirmed that there will be new bills introduced by CPSC.

Noam Elroi informed the committee that the state is facing an estimated $18 billion budget problem which will lead
to a tough budgetary year.

Reed Addis added it is an election year and that people may be more conservative on their votes and may be an
impacting factor.

Noam Elroi informed the committee that there has not been much motion on SB 707 due to it not being allowed to
have finalized regulations until July 1, 2028.

Mandi Strella informed the committee on regulations small local government brown act items were condensed into
a Durazo bill which included the provisions that the agency supported in SB 259 but included a deal where the
brown act items will not be revisited for another two years.

Counsel Savaree informed the committee that a comprehensive memo will be included as a staff report in board of
directors meeting agenda to inform the board and committees on the Brown Act changes.

Noam Elroi informed the committee on SB54 regulations submitted to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for
review and should be available in the next few weeks.

7. Committee Member Comments.

N/A

8. Adjourn: 3:53PM
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