*syul paseq-£os yyim taded pajaAdal uo pajulid

"S31}UNWWO d)qeAl] ‘AY3jeay ulejulew pue |jipue)
33 WouJj 93sem 3ui3IdAIP JO 1203 N0 399 UEed dM
‘djay 4noA yaip "3uiphdal pue ‘asnai ‘uoi3donpal
93sem Sulp.aedal sassauisng pue syuapisal
3u13edNnpa 03 PaILDIPAP S| 19333|SMAU JBYUIYIDY BY |

0L0%6 V¥ ‘solJed ues fouaby omqng v
3 9}INS ‘ 9NUBAY SO|JeD UeS GHZT
SDIY0 dAlRIISIUIWPY

alsemyulyiay a SEM.
STIED

Kjuoyiny jusurabeueyy
9)se\ apisAeq ynos

CALIFORNIA GREEN
BUSINESS NETWORK

We’ve gone GREEN! Are you ready to join the

2
RethinkWaste has officially been recertified IS I

as a California Green Business after moving Get certified in four easy steps and take
into our new office on San Carlos Avenue. advantage of this free business assistance
program from San Mateo County:

Discover other Green Businesses in our greenbusinessca.org/get-certified.

service area at greenbusinessca.org.
For more information, contact Green
Business Coordinator, Bryton Mays, at
bmays@environmentalin.com.

We’re all committed to supporting each
other while helping our local community
stay healthy, conserving resources, and
saving money.

ARE YOUR BINS LABELED CORRECTLY?

Proper and correct signage is required for your business’s bins! All three bins must be clearly marked with signage on what can or cannot be
placed into each bin.

If your bins have custom COMPOST e RECYCLE : LANDFILL

signage, be sure to upd'ate them COMPOSTA | iEEE RECICLE | Ell& BASURA | K

with the correct materials.

Compost and Recycle signage
are often incorrectly labeled with
items that do not belong in them
such as utensils, lids, straws, and
compostable plastics.

Recology San Mateo County can provide signage, technical assistance, and other educational resources at no additional cost. To learn more,
please contact Recology at GreenYourBiz@Recology.com or at (650) 595-3900.


https://greenbusinessca.org/get-certified/

COMPOSTABLE PLASTICS ARE NOT
ACTUALLY COMPOSTABLE.

AND WHY YOU SHOULD AVOID THEM.

In recent years, the demand for eco-
friendly packaging has driven many
businesses to adopt

“compostable” plastics

such as utensils, cups,

bowls, and plates made

from bioplastics like PLA

(Polylactic Acid). These

are often marketed as

sustainable alternatives to

traditional plastic and often feature green
labels and compost symbols that make
them appear environmentally responsible.

This is often referred to as “greenwashing.”

In most cases, compostable plastics

do not break down in local composting
systems, and their use often creates more
problems than they solve.

Why Local Compost Facilities Reject
Compostable Plastics

While the term “compostable” suggests
these products will break down harmlessly
in the environment, that is only true

under very specific industrial conditions.
Compostable plastics like PLA require high
heat (above 130°F), consistent moisture,
and a controlled microbial environment

to break down. These conditions are not
present in backyard compost piles or
many industrial composting facilities. As a
result, most compostable plastic:

« Do not break down fast enough at the
facility. Composters often screen out
materials that do not fully decompose
within their required 30-60-day cycle.

» Look like regular plastic. It’s difficult
to visually distinguish compostable
plastics from conventional ones, which
increases contamination risk.

« Damage trust and product quality.
Consumers expect finished compost to
be clean of contamination and plastic-
free. Finding bits of “compostable”
forks or lids in compost undermines
credibility and usability.

Better Alternatives for Businesses,
Consider These Alternatives:

» Durable, reusable dishware whenever
possible.

« Paper-based or fiber products.

+ Clearsignage and waste sorting
education to help staff and customers
dispose of materials correctly.

» Reusable San Mateo County is working
to eliminate our county’s single-
use food ware by championing a
reusable culture. To learn more, visit:
reusablesanmateocounty.org.

« Forno cost technical assistance,
contact Recology at GreenYourBiz@
Recology.com or call (650) 595-3900.

CONTACT INFORMATION

RethinkWaste’s administrative office has moved to 1245 San Carlos Avenue, Suite E, San Carlos, CA 94070.

WE MOVED!

® @

@RethinkWaste

@RethinkWaste

@RethinkWasteOrg

RethinkWaste is a joint powers authority of eleven member agencies* that owns the
Shoreway Environmental Center in San Carlos.

*RethinkWaste Member Agencies: Belmont, Burlingame, East Palo Alto, Foster City, Hillsborough, Menlo Park, Redwood City, San Carlos, San Mateo,

County of San Mateo, West Bay Sanitary District



