
RETHINKER

The Rethinker newsletter is dedicated to educating 
residents and businesses regarding waste 
reduction, reuse, and recycling. With your help, 
we can meet our goal of diverting waste from the 
landfill and maintain healthy, livable communities.

Printed on recycled paper with soy-based inks.
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SUMMER 2025  |   FOR APARTMENT/CONDO RESIDENTS  

SHOREWAY PUBLIC RECYCLING 
CENTER OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Our Shoreway Public Recycling Center (PRC) is now open Monday to Sunday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
located at 333 Shoreway Road, San Carlos. Please enter through Gate 1 for both the Transfer Station and PRC. 

The PRC ACCEPTS the following items listed below  
for free drop-off:
•	 Mattresses  

(up to 5 mattresses, 
drop off at the Shoreway 
Transfer Station)

•	 Batteries  
(household, lithium-ion, 
car) & cell phones

•	 Fluorescent lights  
(tubes, CFLs, up to 6 tubes, 
must be less than 6 feet)

•	 Cardboard
•	 Cooking oil  

(home generated only,  
up to 15 gallons)

•	 Electronics  
(computers, computer 
monitors, TVs, copiers, 
faxes, VCRs and other 
consumer electronics)

•	 Latex & oil-based paint 
with original labels  
(up to 10 gallons)

•	 Scrap metal (pots, pans, 
metal utensils, nails, etc.)

•	 Small appliances  
(items with a power cord 
that do not contain fuel, 
batteries, or refrigerants)

•	 Sharps/Needles (must be 
in sealed container)

•	 Used motor oil (up to  
15 gallons), oil filters, and  
antifreeze (up to 10 gallons)

The PRC DOES NOT ACCEPT the  
following items:
•	 CDs, DVDs, VHS tapes
•	 Chemicals (cleaners, garden, etc.)
•	 Furniture
•	 Gas cylinders (oxygen, propane, etc.) 
•	 Incandescent lights
•	 Plastic bags, bubble wrap, etc. (all flimsy plastics)
•	 Printer/toner cartridges
•	 Sandbags
•	 Styrofoam
•	 Treated wood waste

For an online list, visit:  
RethinkWaste.org/PRC

This Rethinker issue brings you information  
about where to dispose of tricky items, upcoming 
events, and more.



@RethinkWasteOrg@RethinkWaste@RethinkWaste

WE MOVED!
RethinkWaste’s administrative office has moved to 1245 San Carlos Avenue, Suite E, San Carlos, CA 94070.

RethinkWaste is a joint powers authority of eleven member agencies* that owns the  
Shoreway Environmental Center in San Carlos. 

*RethinkWaste Member Agencies: Belmont, Burlingame, East Palo Alto, Foster City, Hillsborough, Menlo Park, Redwood City, San Carlos, San Mateo, 
County of San Mateo, West Bay Sanitary District

Plastic bags of any kind are not allowed in your compost bins! Whether lining your kitchen pail 
or compost bin, plastic bags cannot be put into the compost.

WHY?
•	 They will not break down or decompose. 
•	 They contaminate and decrease the quality of 

finished compost. 
•	 Finished compost is used on agricultural land, 

which means it must meet certain criteria and 
standards of quality. If plastic is found in it, it 
will be deemed contaminated and will not meet 
those standards. 

INSTEAD: 
•	 Use newspaper or paper  

bags to line your kitchen pail. 
•	 Go bagless! Kitchen pails are dishwasher safe. 

Just make sure to avoid the heat dry setting.

If you must use a plastic bag, please empty 
the compostable material into your compost 
bin and put the plastic bag in the garbage.

NO PLASTIC BAGS IN THE COMPOST

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
Do you have paper documents in need of 
shredding? Electronic waste to be recycled? 
RethinkWaste, in collaboration with your city or 
town/the County and Recology, hosts annual 
events free of charge.

For information on hours, location,  
and to book an appointment, visit:  
RethinkWaste.org/CommunityEvents.
The Shoreway Public Recycling Center accepts 
e-scrap (electronics) year-round for residents, 
and no appointment is needed. See back for 
location, hours, and other accepted items.

DOESN’T FIT? CALL FOR A BIC!
Do you have waste too big for the bin? The Property Manager 
of your multi-family home (apartment, duplex, condominium)  
can contact Recology San Mateo County for a Bulky Item 
Collection (BIC):

Two FREE collections are available each year and additional ones 
can be arranged for a fee. Recology will provide a debris box for 
larger complexes. To find out more, check out Recology’s website:

recology.com/recology-san-mateo-county/bulky-items/

For Property Managers:
Call (650) 595-3900 
Email Contactus73@recology.com

CONTACT INFORMATION

Shred Only 8/2/2025 Menlo Park For Menlo Park residents only

Shred Only 8/9/2025 San Carlos For San Carlos residents only

Household 
Hazardous 
Waste

8/16/2025 East Palo Alto

Open to all San Mateo 
County residents, must make 
appointment at:  
smchealth.org/hhw-appt  
or call (650) 372-6200

E-Scrap Only 9/6/2025 Menlo Park For Menlo Park residents only

Shred Only 9/13/2025 Foster City For Foster City residents only

Shred & E-Scrap 10/11/2025 San Mateo For San Mateo residents only

mailto:Contactus73@recology.com
https://www.smchealth.org/post/make-hhw-drop-appointment

