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5A 

STAFF REPORT 
To:   RethinkWaste Board Members 
From:   Jean B. Savaree, General Council  
Date:   February 26, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  Resolutions Authorizing Remote Meetings for RethinkWaste’s Subcommittees and 

Designating An Additional Physical Location for Board Meetings  
 
Recommendation 
Staff requests that the Board review this report and approve the attached two (2) Resolutions which would 
authorize via Resolution 2026-09 RethinkWaste’s subcommittees to meet remotely and via Resolution 2026-12 
establish a second physical location from which Board members could attend regular Board meetings as provided 
for in recently enacted changes to the Brown Act. 
 
Analysis 
On October 3, 2025, SB 707 was enacted into law. This legislation made numerous changes to modernize the 
Brown Act (the “Act”).  At its January regular meeting, the Board received a report summarizing the changes in the 
Act and directed staff to bring forward two resolutions for consideration at this meeting.      
 
Resolution Designating a Second Physical Location for Board Meetings  
As reported at the January 2026 Board meeting, the Act now contains provisions which allow designation of 
additional physical locations for a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) board to meet.  In response to this information, the 
Board expressed interest in designating a second physical location for regular Board meetings.  As the Board 
provides further direction on whether to designate a second physical location for Board meetings, staff calls the 
Board’s attention to the options currently available under the Act to assist Board Members in attending meetings 
remotely when attending at RethinkWaste’s office in San Carlos is not possible. 
      
First, the Act retains the traditional teleconferencing provisions which have existed since 1998.  These provisions 
allow for unlimited teleconferencing by Board members so long as a quorum of the Board is present within the 
jurisdiction.  The teleconferencing Board member does not count when determining quorum and she/he may 
participate from any location whether in or outside of RethinkWaste’s jurisdiction. The teleconference location 
must be shown on the agenda, the agenda must be posted at that location 72 hours before the meeting, the 
location must have teleconferencing capability, the location must be open to the public, the Board Member must 
remain on camera during the meeting, and all votes must be by roll call. 
 
Second, the Act contains expanded “Just Cause” teleconferencing options. Just Cause for remote participation 
can now be exercised two times each year if a Board Member or her/his family has a physical or family medical 
emergency, a childcare emergency, an immuno-compromised family member, a physical or medical condition not 
subject to accommodation, or a family member in military service posted 50 miles away from the family.  A 
quorum of the Board must be present at the meeting and the reason for the Just Cause must be stated at the 
beginning of the meeting. The physical location of the Board Member exercising a Just Cause exception does not 
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need to be disclosed and the location does not need to have teleconferencing capability or allow for public access. 
The Board Member must remain on camera and disclose if there is any person over the age of 18 in the room with 
the Board Member.  All votes must be by roll call. 
 
The Emergency teleconferencing exception allows Board Members to participate remotely twice a year if they 
have a physical or medical emergency which prevents in-person attendance. This exception requires approval of 
the Board and may only be exercised if a quorum of the Board is present at the meeting. The physical location of 
the Board Member exercising the exception does not need to be disclosed and the location does not need to have 
teleconferencing capability or allow for public access. The Board Member must state the reason for exercising this 
exception, remain on camera, and disclose if there is any person over the age of 18 in the room with the Board 
Member.  All votes are by roll call.   
 
The Act now allows unlimited remote participation by a Board Member as a reasonable accommodation for a 
physical or mental disability recognized under applicable law, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
The location of the teleconferencing Board Member does not need to be disclosed, and the Board Member does 
count for purposes of determining quorum. All votes must be by roll call, and the Board Member must disclose if 
there is anyone over the age of 18 in the room with her/him.  
 
To make it easier for Board Members to attend meetings, the Board directed at its January meeting that staff 
prepare a resolution designating a second physical location from which Board Members could attend regular 
Board meetings. Menlo Park has indicated that a room is available for this purpose at the Allied Arts Guild. The 
room is accessible to the public and provides required audio and visual resources for teleconferencing. The room 
and those services are offered at no cost to Rething Waste. Although there will be no cost to use the room, 
RethinkWaste staff will be required to be present at that location to facilitate the meeting at this second location, 
which will result in some cost associated with staff time and travel.  A resolution designating this second location 
for Board Meetings is attached for the Board’s consideration. 
 
Resolution Allowing for Subcommittee Meetings To Be Conducted by Teleconferencing    
As discussed at the January Board meeting, the Act also revamps the teleconferencing options for 
subcommittees. Remote teleconference meetings are now allowed for subcommittees so long as there is one 
physical location for the meeting, staff are present at that location to assist the public, the subcommittee members 
appearing remotely remain on camera for the entire meeting, and all votes are by roll call. The locations for 
members of the subcommittees do not need to be shown on the agenda and the locations from which 
subcommittee members are participating do not need to be open to the public.  This exception applies to 
subcommittees that act in an advisory capacity only and must be pre-approved by Board resolution finding that:  

1. The Board considered the circumstances of the subcommittee.  
2. Teleconference meetings of the subcommittee would enhance public access to the subcommittee’s 

meetings; and 
3. Teleconference meetings of the subcommittee would help attract, retain and diversify the subcommittee. 

 
At the January Board meeting, staff were instructed to prepare a resolution with the above-mentioned findings for 
the Board’s consideration. The draft resolution is attached to this report and contains findings indicating that the 
Board has considered the composition and purpose of RethinkWaste’s existing subcommittees and has 
determined that remote meetings would enhance public participation by making attendance at these daytime 
meetings more convenient for people who must take time away from work if they wish to attend.  For the same 
reason remote participation will help attract, retain, and diversify the subcommittees by allowing more convenient 
access to potential subcommittee members who had previously declined to serve due to amount of time needed 
to travel to and from RethinkWaste’s office or because in-person attendance was not possible due to work related 
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travel schedules. Finally, the draft resolution notes that it must be re-approved every 6 months and that, in order 
to implement the resolution, each subcommittee must, by motion, approve meeting remotely as well.  
 
If approved, staff will still be required to be present at RethinkWaste’s office and to make the conference room 
available if any member of the public or subcommittee member wishes to attend the subcommittee meeting in 
person.  Remote members do not need to disclose their locations or make the remote locations open to the public. 
Remote members must remain on camera, and all votes must be taken by my roll call.     
 
Fiscal Impact 
There is no direct fiscal impact associated with adoption of these resolutions, however, there will be some cost 
associated with staff time and travel needed to facilitate a second public location of Board meetings.  
 
Conclusion 
Staff requests that the Board consider and approve the attached resolutions thereby providing a second physical 
location for Board meetings and remote meetings for RethinkWaste’s subcommittees.   
 

Attachments: 
Resolution 2026-09 
Resolution 2026-12 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-09 
RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTH BAYSIDE WASTE 

 MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY(RETHINKWASTE) BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AUTHORIZING ALL SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR RETHINKWASTE TO BE 

CONDUCTED BY TELECONFERENCE 

WHEREAS,  Senate Bill 770 enacted into law and effective January 1, 2026, made significant changes to 
the Brown Act (the “Act”); and  

WHEREAS,  the Act now authorizes subcommittees that act in advisory capacities only to conduct 
meetings via teleconference, provided that a physical location is also designated to allow for the physical 
attendance of subcommittee members and members of the public; and 

WHEREAS, RethinkWaste’s Board has established several subcommittees which act in advisory 
capacities to the Board and meetings of those subcommittees are conducted during regular business hours during 
the work week; and   

WHEREAS, subcommittee members are required to take time away from their regular work assignments 
to travel to RethinkWaste’s offices for subcommittee meetings; and  

WHEREAS, subcommittees have experienced quorum issues because subcommittee members have 
been unable to physically attend all meetings due to work commitments and some potential subcommittee 
members have declined to serve but have indicated that they would serve if they were able to participate in 
meetings remotely; and  

WHEREAS, conducting subcommittee meetings remotely would also enhance the public’s opportunity to 
participate in meetings. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the South Bayside Waste Management Authority hereby 
authorizes all subcommittee meetings for RethinkWaste to be conducted by teleconference, having determined that 
remote meetings will increase the public’s opportunity to attend meetings virtually and enhance opportunities for 
service on subcommittees.  A physical location for all subcommittee meetings shall continue to be provided for 
members of the subcommittees and the public to attend all meetings in-person. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the South Bayside Waste Management Authority, County of 
San Mateo, State of California on the 26th Day of February, 2026 by the following vote: 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 2026-09 was duly and regularly adopted at a regular meeting of 
the South Bayside Waste Management Authority on February 26, 2026. 

____________________________________ 
ATTEST: Michael Brownrigg, Chairperson of RethinkWaste 

South Bayside Waste Management Authority 

_________________________________ 
Cyndi Urman, Clerk of the Board 

Agency Yes No Abstain Absent Agency Yes No Abstain Absent 
Belmont Redwood City 
Burlingame San Carlos 
East Palo Alto San Mateo 
Foster City County of San Mateo 
Hillsborough West Bay Sanitary Dist 
Menlo Park 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-12 
RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTH BAYSIDE WASTE 

 MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY(RETHINKWASTE) BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DESIGNATING THE ALLIED ARTS GUILD AT  

75 ARBOR ROACH IN MENLO PARK AS A SECOND PHYSICAL LOCATION FROM 
WHICH MEETINGS OF THE BOARD MAY BE CONDUCTED  

WHEREAS,  Senate Bill 770 enacted into law and effective January 1, 2026, made significant changes to 
the Brown Act (the “Act”); and 

WHEREAS, the Act now authorizes the governing boards of Joint Powers Authorities (“JPAs”) to 
designate multiple physical locations from which board members may attend board meetings; and   

WHEREAS, RethinkWaste, as a JPA, wishes to implement this provision of the Act in order to provide 
additional convenience to its Board Members and members of the public by designating a second physical 
location from which they can attend Board meetings; and   

WHEREAS, the City of Menlo Park has indicated that a physical space from which meetings can be 
conducted at the Allied Arts Guild at 75 Arbor Road in Menlo Park is available at no cost to RethinkWaste; and 

WHEREAS, the available physical space provides audio and visual capabilities for teleconferencing and 
will allow public participation in Board meetings.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the South Bayside Waste Management Authority hereby 
designates the Allied Arts Guild at 75 Arbor Roach in Menlo Park as a second physical location from which meetings 
of the Board may be conducted, commencing with the March 2026 meeting.  This second physical location shall be 
shown on all Board agendas, staffed by RethinkWaste staff, open to the public during Board meetings, and will 
provide both audio and visual services during Board meetings. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the South Bayside Waste Management Authority, County of 
San Mateo, State of California on the 26th Day of February, 2026 by the following vote: 

Agency Yes No Abstain Absent Agency Yes No Abstain Absent 
Belmont Redwood City 
Burlingame San Carlos 
East Palo Alto San Mateo 
Foster City County of San Mateo 
Hillsborough West Bay Sanitary Dist 
Menlo Park 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 2026-12 was duly and regularly adopted at a regular meeting of 
the South Bayside Waste Management Authority on February 26, 2026. 

____________________________________ 
ATTEST: Michael Brownrigg, Chairperson of RethinkWaste 

South Bayside Waste Management Authority 

_________________________________ 
Cyndi Urman, Clerk of the Board 
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