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STAFF REPORT 
To:   RethinkWaste Board Members 
From:   Julia Au, Sr. Outreach, Education and Compliance Manager 
Date:   February 26, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  2026 Legislative and Regulatory Update 

 
Recommendation: 
This staff report is for discussion purposes only and no formal action is requested of the Board of Directors. 
 

Summary 
All activities conducted by EEC from mid-January through early February, along with the current list of bills EEC 
are tracking that are still active and moving along with new bills to watch in the legislative process are in 
Attachment A.  
 
RethinkWaste co-sponsored bill, AB 762 (Disposable Vape Ban) passed out of the Assembly on January 29. The 
bill was recently amended to remove cannabis vapes to get it out of the Assembly, but work continues with the 
cannabis industry to address single-use vape waste. AB 762 is now in the Senate and will be assigned for a 
committee and hearing likely in late March/early April.  
 
February 20 is the last day for new bills to be introduced in 2026.  
 
Analysis 
RethinkWaste contracts with EEC to act as the agency’s legislative and regulatory lobbyist in California. EEC is a 
registered lobbying firm in the state of California (Lobbying ID # 1371848) and the Board approved a new contract 
with EEC on November 21, 2024. EEC will provide these legislative and regulatory services to RethinkWaste 
during the 2025-2026 Legislative Session. 

 
Attachments: 
Attachment A – EEC Legislative/Regulatory Report Update & Bill Tracking for 2026 as of February 13, 2026 



February 2026 Legislative Report 

I. Key Dates & Updates

● On January 29 CalRecycle announced 15-day written comment period for the
proposed revisions to the SB 54 Plastic Pollution Prevention and Packaging
Producer Responsibility Act Permanent Regulations.

● February 13 was the deadline to provide comment on SB 54 permanent
regulations.

● February 20 was legislative deadline for bill introductions.

II. Key Legislation
Bill list attached. 

III. January/February Activities

● EEC continued to monitor the progress of SB 54 and reported relevant

information to the RethinkWaste team. CalRecycle released draft regulatory text

mainly addressing issues regarding exclusions for packaging that cannot be made

compliant with SB 54 and Federal rules, regulations, or guidelines. EEC submitted

comments on behalf of RethinkWaste on February 13.

● EEC reported updates on the Governor’s January budget to the RethinkWaste

team and the implications on funding from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.

● EEC will be submitting a coalition letter to Legislative leaders and staff, which

includes  RethinkWaste, urging the legislature leaders to preserve the intent of

SB 840 (Limón, 2025) and AB 102 (Gabriel, 2025), maintaining $1 billion was

explicitly intended for climate mitigation purposes and to be appropriated

annually.

● EEC has started to review introduced and amended legislation and reported

updates to the RethinkWaste team.
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RethinkWaste Legislative Update
Friday, February 13, 2026

Sorted by: Priority
Saturday, 02/14/2026

Priority 1 (High)

AB 762   Irwin, D   HTML   PDF

Disposable, battery-embedded vapor inhalation device: prohibition. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

Sponsor 

Notes
Notes 
Sponsored by CPSC, RethinkWaste, CAW, and CalPIRG.
Notes 2 
Signed on to sponsor and coalition support letter.

Bill information

Status: 01/29/2026 - Read third time. Passed. Ordered to the Senate. (Ayes 50. Noes 17.) In
Senate. Read first time. To Com. on RLS. for assignment.

Summary: Current law regulates the manufacture, sale, and disposal of various single-use products,
including single-use foodware accessories and condiments and single-use carryout bags.
Current law prohibits a store from, among other things, providing, distributing, or selling a
carryout bag at the point of sale, except as specified. This bill would prohibit, beginning
January 1, 2027, a person from importing or manufacturing for sale in this state a new or
refurbished disposable, battery-embedded vapor inhalation device, and, beginning
January 1, 2028, a person from selling, distributing, or offering for sale a new or
refurbished disposable, battery-embedded vapor inhalation device in this state. The bill
would define a “disposable, battery-embedded vapor inhalation device” to mean a
vaporization device that contains nicotine but not cannabis or a cannabis product, as
defined, and that is not designed or intended to be reused, as specified. (Based on
01/26/2026 text)

Location: 01/29/2026 - Senate Rules  

AB 864   Ward, D   HTML   PDF

Hazardous waste: solar photovoltaic modules. 
 
Progress bar
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=3zAWJPG8wAOMO/5jggtSW1D9G6Bye3UAzIM7aJVY+9Q4gAw5PZSHhvzPm+3qt+A9JH5EfeNP+Q6G42ab2mdFa6cIBIUJ5z+50f87faYCmDr5HLqZqKBKOTyXqv1xhCgw5NiRSlKCsjQqqCS5v3Wwmg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=3zAWJPG8wAOMO/5jggtSW1D9G6Bye3UAzIM7aJVY+9Q4gAw5PZSHhvzPm+3qt+A9JH5EfeNP+Q6G42ab2mdFa6cIBIUJ5z+50f87faYCmDr5HLqZqKBKOTyXqv1xhCgw5NiRSlKCsjQqqCS5v3Wwmg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/442
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/442
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_762_96_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_762_96_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_762_96_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_762_96_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=Lq+4ecZSv34rM4iamirAOCgevD9lNd5IDZGcfNrQyj5Ep10/dUdi1YMnKhuWWL0thJzR1BozZcS2eXHoge2UmPi6Q3AoP/ajJY7AcUOtuo8VS2ckqlG/DYjkXn7b7yvrC46sf47108CRgq4tr/Vo7A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=Lq+4ecZSv34rM4iamirAOCgevD9lNd5IDZGcfNrQyj5Ep10/dUdi1YMnKhuWWL0thJzR1BozZcS2eXHoge2UmPi6Q3AoP/ajJY7AcUOtuo8VS2ckqlG/DYjkXn7b7yvrC46sf47108CRgq4tr/Vo7A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/328
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/328
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0851-0900/ab_864_96_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0851-0900/ab_864_96_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0851-0900/ab_864_96_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0851-0900/ab_864_96_A_bill.pdf


Tracking form

Position

Support 

Notes
Notes 
Supported by CPSC
Notes 2 
Letter Submitted.
Bill information

Status: 09/11/2025 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was INACTIVE
FILE on 9/10/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026)

Summary: Current law authorizes the Department of Toxic Substances Control to adopt regulations
designating end-of-life photovoltaic modules that are identified as hazardous waste as a
universal waste and subject to regulations applicable to universal waste management.
Current regulations define surplus materials, as provided, and specify that surplus
material is not a recyclable material. Current federal regulations exclude from being
classified as hazardous waste under federal law certain hazardous secondary material
that is generated and then transferred to another person for the purpose of reclamation if
specific conditions are met. This bill would make the universal waste designation
applicable to a solar photovoltaic module that is intended for recycling and cannot
otherwise be resold, reused, or refurbished only until the department adopts regulations
implementing alternative management standards for solar photovoltaic modules. The bill
would require the department to institute a rulemaking to develop alternative management
standards for solar photovoltaic modules that facilitate greater material recovery. The bill
would require the department to adopt the above-referenced federal transfer-based
exclusion regulation for solar photovoltaic modules. The bill would also designate a solar
photovoltaic module that can be resold, reused, or refurbished as surplus material. (Based
on 07/17/2025 text)

Location: 09/11/2025 - Senate 2 YEAR  

SB 501   Allen, D   HTML   PDF

Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022: covered batteries. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position
Support 

Notes
Notes 
National Stewardship Action Council Sponsored, CPSC Support.
Notes 2 
Signed on to coalition letter.

Bill information

Status: 01/27/2026 - Read third time. Passed. (Ayes 30. Noes 10.) Ordered to the Assembly. In
Assembly. Read first time. Held at Desk.
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=8TNOP9lZn6gGLnPaUx4/V6HOPoOaHmk1RifxGVeS1u0oDja1089iB48feQ7VduSc9PZ+JFWY+OhpcOpTYVfAd7hHthEwdwUpQb9eBzqgcLgbjiPqJjOj6OOcxIOnvbVDghuv26NM3R0+pXN/eT1ssw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=8TNOP9lZn6gGLnPaUx4/V6HOPoOaHmk1RifxGVeS1u0oDja1089iB48feQ7VduSc9PZ+JFWY+OhpcOpTYVfAd7hHthEwdwUpQb9eBzqgcLgbjiPqJjOj6OOcxIOnvbVDghuv26NM3R0+pXN/eT1ssw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/339
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/339
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0501-0550/sb_501_95_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0501-0550/sb_501_95_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0501-0550/sb_501_95_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0501-0550/sb_501_95_A_bill.pdf


Summary: The Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022 establishes a stewardship program,
administered by the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, with the
Department of Toxic Substances Control, as provided, for the collection, transportation,
and recycling, and the safe and proper management, of covered batteries in the state in
an economically efficient and practical manner. The battery recycling act defines a
“covered battery” to mean a device consisting of one or more electrically connected
electrochemical cells designed to receive, store, and deliver electric energy. Current law
defines a “covered battery” to include a loose battery that is designed to be easily
removed from a product by the user of the product with no more than common household
tools. Current law excludes from the definition of a covered battery a primary battery
weighing over 2 kilograms. Current law defines a “primary battery” for this purpose to
mean a nonrechargeable battery, including, but not limited to, alkaline, carbon-zinc, and
lithium metal batteries. Current law also excludes from the definition of a covered battery a
rechargeable battery weighing over 5 kilograms and having a watthour rating of more than
300 watthours. This bill would revise the description of a loose battery, for purposes of the
definition of a covered battery, by providing that a key, application, or other locking device
provided to the consumer by the producer of the product or battery that is warranted by
the producer of the product or battery to serve solely to prevent theft of the battery or
tampering by persons other than the consumer and not to inhibit the consumer’s ability to
remove, replace, or recycle the battery would not prevent a battery from being considered
designed to be easily removed from a product by the user of the product with no more
than common household tools. The bill would remove the exclusions from the definition of
a covered battery for a primary battery and a rechargeable battery, described above. The
bill would categorize all covered batteries as either a small format battery or a medium
format battery. (Based on 01/14/2026 text)

Location: 01/27/2026 - Assembly DESK  

Priority 2 (Medium)

SB 239   Arreguín, D   HTML   PDF

Open meetings: teleconferencing: subsidiary body. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

Watch 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 01/27/2026 - Read third time. Passed. (Ayes 29. Noes 11.) Ordered to the Assembly. In
Assembly. Read first time. Held at Desk.

Summary: The Ralph M. Brown Act requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a
legislative body, as defined, of a local agency be open and public and that all persons be
permitted to attend and participate. The act generally requires for teleconferencing that
the legislative body of a local agency that elects to use teleconferencing post agendas at
all teleconference locations, identify each teleconference location in the notice and
agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have each teleconference location be

Page 3/12
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=LLs3t/lUhV8Kb5wanlhWROQdtEyMRYfPm867yOjHZ7GS7NQKugK2sHubw2f+Z6RfOvU5Ev1Bbtr6rdXye64WplpAvELGnI9RdR3wPTVGyPAOjlpEk8oOn6pVyNwnxmjyyVMgF1AqKm/O3LUfwocllA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=LLs3t/lUhV8Kb5wanlhWROQdtEyMRYfPm867yOjHZ7GS7NQKugK2sHubw2f+Z6RfOvU5Ev1Bbtr6rdXye64WplpAvELGnI9RdR3wPTVGyPAOjlpEk8oOn6pVyNwnxmjyyVMgF1AqKm/O3LUfwocllA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/462
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/462
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0201-0250/sb_239_98_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0201-0250/sb_239_98_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0201-0250/sb_239_98_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_0201-0250/sb_239_98_A_bill.pdf


accessible to the public. Current law also requires that, during the teleconference, at least
a quorum of the members of the legislative body participate from locations within the
boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as
specified. Current law, until January 1, 2026, authorizes specified neighborhood city
councils to use alternate teleconferencing provisions related to notice, agenda, and public
participation, as prescribed, if, among other requirements, the city council has adopted an
authorizing resolution and 2/3 of the neighborhood city council votes to use alternate
teleconference provisions, as specified This bill would authorize a subsidiary body, as
defined, to use alternative teleconferencing provisions and would impose requirements for
notice, agenda, and public participation, as prescribed. The bill would require the
subsidiary body to post the agenda at each physical meeting location designated by the
subsidiary body, as specified. The bill would require the members of the subsidiary body
to visibly appear on camera during the open portion of a meeting that is publicly
accessible via the internet or other online platform, as specified. (Based on 04/07/2025
text)

Location: 01/27/2026 - Assembly DESK  

____

AB 643   Wilson, D   HTML   PDF

Climate change: short-lived climate pollutants: organic waste reduction. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

Watch 

Notes
Notes 
Would allow liquid fertiilizers from wastewater biosolids to be counted as procurement for local jurisdications.

Bill information

Status: 01/27/2026 - In Senate. Read first time. To Com. on RLS. for assignment.
Summary: Current law establishes methane emissions reduction goals that include a target to reduce

landfill disposal of organics by 75% of the 2014 level of the statewide disposal of organic
waste by 2025. Current law requires the Department of Resources Recycling and
Recovery, in consultation with the State Air Resources Board, to adopt regulations to
achieve organic waste reduction goals. Current law authorizes a local jurisdiction to count
compost produced and procured from specified compost operations towards its recovered
organic waste procurement target. This bill would authorize a local jurisdiction to include
organic material used as a beneficial agricultural amendment towards its recovered
organic waste procurement target if the material is processed at a facility authorized by
the department using specified approved technologies, the material is licensed for end
use as an agricultural fertilizer by the Department of Food and Agriculture, as provided,
and the material is not derived from, or processed using, specified activities relating to the
final deposition or management of solid waste, as provided. (Based on 01/14/2026 text)

Location: 01/27/2026 - Senate Rules  
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=kglUbVeX3og47+q4f0tJfynIwgTrory11Nd0+D5wjD+ZyX91Cl4b2ktMRy3U7QpJM32EcHfGnd9kVwkEv+1ZYt5yWPKIoD9FzYt/MsMXQF11IINTgDBC3coZfTB6ncYiyC0u7vsvz8dpwqzNQ642Tw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=kglUbVeX3og47+q4f0tJfynIwgTrory11Nd0+D5wjD+ZyX91Cl4b2ktMRy3U7QpJM32EcHfGnd9kVwkEv+1ZYt5yWPKIoD9FzYt/MsMXQF11IINTgDBC3coZfTB6ncYiyC0u7vsvz8dpwqzNQ642Tw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/502
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/502
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0601-0650/ab_643_96_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0601-0650/ab_643_96_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0601-0650/ab_643_96_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_0601-0650/ab_643_96_A_bill.pdf


AB 1149   Davies, R   HTML   PDF

Driver’s licenses. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

Watch 

Notes
Notes 
CAW indicated that this bill would be amended to extend the sunset on Plastic Market Development (PMD)
incentives under the Bottle Bill through 2029 and update reclaimer incentives to $300 per ton.

Bill information

Status: 09/11/2025 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was INACTIVE
FILE on 6/13/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026)

Summary: Current law authorizes the Department of Motor Vehicles to establish a pilot program to
evaluate the use of optional mobile or digital alternatives to driver’s licenses and
identification cards, subject to certain requirements, and authorizes the pilot program to
include the issuance of mobile or digital Real ID driver’s licenses or identification cards
upon authorization of the United States Secretary of Homeland Security. Current law
prohibits a person from possessing, or having under their control, more than one driver’s
license. This bill would exempt from that multiple driver’s licenses prohibition a person
who possesses, or otherwise has under their control, a digital driver’s license issued
pursuant to the above-described pilot program and a physical driver’s license. (Based on
05/22/2025 text)

Location: 09/11/2025 - Senate 2 YEAR  

AB 1617   Alanis, R   HTML   PDF

Household hazardous waste: reporting. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position
 

Notes
Notes 
CAW support

Bill information
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=nPoJA3Fte399M+nZMVVvneNoBhXpmQG+NBTgRTXJP5GtKwpIy43BeTygX1BdsuAY79H1klnOcviwizpx6hYjVx8Tete+uEL56471LBdDMwUQLoWQQldI/QK87HP97l4Ao+11z2o6fvb/u6oppSpDHw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=nPoJA3Fte399M+nZMVVvneNoBhXpmQG+NBTgRTXJP5GtKwpIy43BeTygX1BdsuAY79H1klnOcviwizpx6hYjVx8Tete+uEL56471LBdDMwUQLoWQQldI/QK87HP97l4Ao+11z2o6fvb/u6oppSpDHw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/455
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/455
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1101-1150/ab_1149_97_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1101-1150/ab_1149_97_A_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1101-1150/ab_1149_97_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1101-1150/ab_1149_97_A_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=nIMgoi2Hsv/Q9KwVH3ZYat25QQfhv1xktB8lhQvHHeDtBfDNhV+/B1B+rV11X+MtoF6w84u4IZ6P8hVGINvi5ntBuV/W+BfMtsyLec/CaOa8qjKjeo+vnSWlMYpS8o4h9F6m2/KpXGGga7CwoAfERQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=nIMgoi2Hsv/Q9KwVH3ZYat25QQfhv1xktB8lhQvHHeDtBfDNhV+/B1B+rV11X+MtoF6w84u4IZ6P8hVGINvi5ntBuV/W+BfMtsyLec/CaOa8qjKjeo+vnSWlMYpS8o4h9F6m2/KpXGGga7CwoAfERQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/363
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/363
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1601-1650/ab_1617_99_I_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1601-1650/ab_1617_99_I_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1601-1650/ab_1617_99_I_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//asm/ab_1601-1650/ab_1617_99_I_bill.pdf


Status: 02/02/2026 - Referred to Com. on E.S & T.M.
Summary: Current regulations require each public agency that is responsible for household

hazardous waste management to complete and submit a “Form 303 Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Report” (Form 303) electronically to the Department of
Resources Recycling and Recovery each year. Current regulations require the reporting
timeframe to be July 1 of the previous fiscal year through June 30 of that fiscal year, with
the information required to be submitted to the state by October 1 of the following fiscal
year. Current law requires a public agency, or its contractor, operating a household
hazardous waste collection facility to, on or before October 1 of each year, submit a copy
of the completed Form 303 to the officer or agency authorized to implement and enforce
specified hazardous materials laws. This bill would require that Form 303 to instead report
information for the prior calendar year. (Based on 01/21/2026 text)

Location: 02/02/2026 -
Assembly Environmental Safety
and Toxic Materials

 

AB 1618   Rogers, D   HTML   PDF

Food insecurity survey. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

Watch 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/02/2026 - Referred to Com. on HUM. S.
Calendar: 03/10/26 A-HUMAN SERVICES 1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 437 LEE, ALEX, Chair
Summary: Current law establishes various food assistance programs, including, among others, the

federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), known in California as
CalFresh, under which supplemental nutrition assistance benefits allocated to the state by
the federal government are distributed to eligible individuals by each county. This bill
would require the State Department of Social Services to annually conduct a statewide
survey to assess food insecurity in the state, modeled after a specified federal survey. The
bill would require the first statewide food insecurity survey to be completed on or before
July 1, 2027. The bill would require the department, on or before October 1, 2027, and
annually thereafter, to make the results of the statewide food insecurity survey publicly
available on its internet website. The bill would prohibit the department from conducting a
statewide food insecurity survey during a year in which a federal food security survey is
conducted, as specified. (Based on 01/21/2026 text)

Location: 02/02/2026 - Assembly Human
Services

 

AB 1679   González, Mark, D   HTML   PDF
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=cRd6+3mzcf2NaEfEN87W/NdZmrRe9Vp5eKbx8LTz2vdptWpVzrbO4+PhWKMdMshC9zGfXpGw06N24x0dCf77XmFNIkkyWTULMoh5cD2JHHUx2sBtK7YjoPeKbI5xunpaQjOrT9OYSR+fIFmtGWVDoQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=cRd6+3mzcf2NaEfEN87W/NdZmrRe9Vp5eKbx8LTz2vdptWpVzrbO4+PhWKMdMshC9zGfXpGw06N24x0dCf77XmFNIkkyWTULMoh5cD2JHHUx2sBtK7YjoPeKbI5xunpaQjOrT9OYSR+fIFmtGWVDoQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/418
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Environmental health: waste management and disposal. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

Watch 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/03/2026 - From printer. May be heard in committee March 5.
Summary: Current law prohibits a person from maintaining or operating, in or upon the navigable

waters of any lake, reservoir, or fresh water impoundment, a vessel that is equipped with a
toilet unless certain requirements are satisfied. This bill would make technical,
nonsubstantive changes to that provision. (Based on 02/02/2026 text)

Location: 02/02/2026 - Assembly PRINT  

AB 1777   Garcia, D   HTML   PDF

Air pollution: indirect sources. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position
 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/10/2026 - From printer. May be heard in committee March 12.
Summary: Current law designates the State Air Resources Board as the state agency with the

primary responsibility for the control of vehicular air pollution, and air pollution control
districts and air quality management districts with the primary responsibility for the control
of air pollution from all sources other than vehicular sources. Current law authorizes air
districts to adopt and implement regulations to reduce or mitigate emissions from indirect
sources of air pollution. Current law requires the state board to adopt rules and
regulations relating to vehicular emissions standards, as specified, that will achieve the
ambient air quality standards required by federal law in conjunction with other measures
adopted by the state board, air districts, and the United States Environmental Protection
Agency. This bill would authorize the state board, if necessary to carry out that duty to
achieve those ambient air quality standards, to adopt regulations to reduce or mitigate
emissions from indirect sources of pollution. (Based on 02/09/2026 text)

Location: 02/09/2026 - Assembly PRINT  
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AB 1780   Rodriguez, Michelle, D   HTML   PDF

Beverage containers: redemption payments: exemption. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/10/2026 - From printer. May be heard in committee March 12.
Summary: The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act, a violation of which

is a crime, requires a distributor of beverage containers, as defined, to pay to the
Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery a monthly redemption payment for
every beverage container sold or transferred, as provided. The act requires the
department to deposit those amounts into the California Beverage Container Recycling
Fund. The act defines “beverage” to include, among other things, noncarbonated water,
carbonated and noncarbonated fruit drinks, and vegetable juice, as specified. This bill
would exempt a distributor from making redemption payments to the department for filled
beverage containers containing the above-described beverages that the distributor
donates to an organization located in California that is exempt from federal income
taxation, as specified. The bill would require the distributor to prepare and maintain
records of the donations, as specified. (Based on 02/09/2026 text)

Location: 02/09/2026 - Assembly PRINT  

AB 1786   Harabedian, D   HTML   PDF

Public contracts: best value construction contracting for counties, cities, and joint powers authorities. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/11/2026 - From printer. May be heard in committee March 13.
Summary: Current law establishes a program to allow counties to select a bidder on the basis of best

value, as defined, for construction projects in excess of $1,000,000. Current law also
authorizes counties to use a best value construction contracting method to award
individual annual contracts, not to exceed $3,000,000, for repair, remodeling, or other
repetitive work to be done according to unit prices, as specified. Current law establishes
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procedures and criteria for the selection of a best value contractor and requires that
bidders verify specified information under oath. Current law requires the board of
supervisors of a participating county to submit a report that contains specified information
about the projects awarded using the best value procedures described above to the
appropriate policy committees of the Legislature and the Joint Legislative Budget
Committee before March 1, 2029. Existing law repeals the program provisions on January
1, 2030. This bill would, instead, authorize a county, general law city, and eligible joint
powers authority, as defined, to utilize this program, would make various conforming
changes to the above-described provisions, and would extend the operation of those
provisions until January 1, 2040. The bill would delete the provisions authorizing counties
to use a best value construction contracting method to award individual annual contracts,
not to exceed $3,000,000, for repair, remodeling, or other repetitive work to be done
according to unit prices, as specified. (Based on 02/10/2026 text)

Location: 02/10/2026 - Assembly PRINT  

AB 1812   Aguiar-Curry, D   HTML   PDF

Solid waste: compostable products: regulations. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position

 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/11/2026 - From printer. May be heard in committee March 13.
Summary: Current law prohibits a person from selling or offering for sale a product, as defined, that is

labeled with the term “compostable” or “home compostable” unless, among others, the
product is labeled in a manner that distinguishes the product from a noncompostable
product upon reasonable inspection by consumers and to help enable efficient processing
by solid waste processing facilities. Current law authorizes the Department of Resources
Recycling and Recovery to adopt regulations for determining whether products comply
with this requirement. This bill would instead require the department to adopt regulations
for determining whether products comply with this requirement. (Based on 02/10/2026
text)

Location: 02/10/2026 - Assembly PRINT  

SB 758   Umberg, D   HTML   PDF

Public health: nitrous oxide. 
 
Progress bar
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Tracking form

Position
 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 01/27/2026 - Read third time. Passed. (Ayes 40. Noes 0.) Ordered to the Assembly. In
Assembly. Read first time. Held at Desk.

Summary: The Cigarette and Tobacco Products Licensing Act of 2003 requires a retailer, as defined,
to hold a license from the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration to engage
in the sale of cigarettes or tobacco products. A violation of these provisions is a
misdemeanor. This bill would expand those provisions to prohibit a retailer from selling
nitrous oxide in any retail location, subject to certain exceptions. (Based on 01/22/2026
text)

Location: 01/27/2026 - Assembly DESK  

SB 936   Blakespear, D   HTML   PDF

Nitrous oxide: sales. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position
 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/11/2026 - Referred to Coms. on PUB. S. and B. P. & E.D.
Summary: Current law makes it a misdemeanor to possess nitrous oxide with the intent of inhaling it

for specified purposes, including to cause intoxication. The Cigarette and Tobacco
Products Licensing Act of 2003 requires a retailer, as defined, to hold a license from the
California Department of Tax and Fee Administration to engage in the sale of cigarettes or
tobacco products. The Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act
(MAUCRSA), among other things, consolidates the licensure and regulation of
commercial medicinal and adult-use cannabis activities, including retail commercial
cannabis activity. This bill would, except as specifically exempted, prohibit the sale and
distribution of a nitrous oxide container that is capable of holding more than 8 grams of
nitrous oxide or from which an individual may directly inhale nitrous oxide. The bill would
also prohibit the sale and distribution of a nitrous oxide that has, or is marketed as having,
the taste or smell of any food. The bill would prohibit the sale and distribution of a device
that allows an individual to inhale nitrous oxide from the container or hold nitrous oxide for
the purposes of inhalation. The bill would punish a violation of these provisions as an
infraction, as specified. The bill would also authorize a court to suspend the business
license, including a license to sell tobacco products or cannabis, if the business has a
prior conviction for violating these prohibitions. (Based on 01/29/2026 text)
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Location: 02/11/2026 - Senate Public
Safety

 

SB 955   Blakespear, D   HTML   PDF

Beverage containers: supermarkets: reverse vending machines. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form

Position
 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/11/2026 - Referred to Com. on E.Q.
Summary: The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act requires the

Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery to designate convenience zones
annually and to ensure that at least one certified recycling center that meets specific
requirements is located within each convenience zone. The act defines “convenience
zone” as the area within a one-mile radius of a supermarket, and defines “supermarket” as
a full-line, self-service retail store with gross annual sales of $2,000,000 or more, and that
sells specified items and some perishable items. The act establishes the California
Beverage Container Recycling Fund, and continuously appropriates moneys in the fund to
the department for specified purposes, including the amount necessary to pay processing
payments to recycling centers and to pay handling fees to certain types of recyclers to
provide an incentive for the redemption of empty beverage containers in convenience
zones. Under the act, a reverse vending machine, as defined, may be certified as a
recycling center, as prescribed. The act prohibits processing payments, handling fees, and
administrative fees for dealer cooperatives if a certified recycling center operates in a
convenience zone where a dealer participating in the dealer cooperative is located. A
violation of the act is an infraction. This bill, for the purpose of defining a “supermarket,”
would increase the minimum gross annual sales to $5,000,000 and revise the description
of items for sale. The bill would specify that a reverse vending machine certified to operate
as a recycling center does not make an unserved convenience zone served. The bill
would specify that a dealer cooperative or a mobile unit is not precluded from operating
and receiving program payments in the same convenience zone as a reverse vending
machine. The bill would specify that an existing certified recycling center is not ineligible
for handling fees if a reverse vending machine is located in the same convenience
zone. (Based on 02/02/2026 text)

Location: 02/11/2026 -
Senate Environmental Quality

 

SB 1010   Ashby, D   HTML   PDF

Solid waste: Plastic Pollution Prevention and Packaging Producer Responsibility Act. 
 
Progress bar
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Tracking form

Position

 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/11/2026 - From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 13.
Summary: The Plastic Pollution Prevention and Packaging Producer Responsibility Act covers

certain single-use packaging and plastic single-use food service ware and requires
producers of those covered materials to reduce and recycle the covered plastic material
and to ensure that covered materials that are offered for sale, distributed, or imported in or
into the state on or after January 1, 2032, are recyclable or compostable, as provided The
act requires the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery to adopt regulations
necessary to implement and enforce the act, as specified. The act also requires the
department to report to the Legislature, by January 1 of each odd-numbered year, the
department’s progress in implementing the act, as specified. This bill would instead
require the department to make that report to the Legislature by January 2 of each odd-
numbered year. (Based on 02/10/2026 text)

Location: 02/10/2026 - Senate Rules  

SB 1031   Blakespear, D   HTML   PDF

Solid waste: compostable products. 
 
Progress bar

Tracking form
Position

 

Notes

Bill information

Status: 02/11/2026 - From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 13.
Summary: Current law prohibits a person from selling or offering for sale a product, as defined, that is

labeled with the term “compostable” or “home compostable” unless, among others, the
product meets an applicable ASTM standard or has OK compost HOME certification. This
bill would make nonsubstantive changes to these provisions. (Based on 02/10/2026 text)

Location: 02/10/2026 - Senate Rules  

Total Measures: 18
Total Tracking Forms: 18
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=OumMcZz7mPIjZ/9evEEGaNkjdf+sg00LLlw1th5bj7jOfEkxwdVr0giy1tCxrn9kLUyBvtelLiK+cgrsEU8juyDLTiZxEAxbxQDWg9HPv0HwID38PIbOonvQG1fYxbMafF1XSQKWduE2+WRUbEj38A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=OumMcZz7mPIjZ/9evEEGaNkjdf+sg00LLlw1th5bj7jOfEkxwdVr0giy1tCxrn9kLUyBvtelLiK+cgrsEU8juyDLTiZxEAxbxQDWg9HPv0HwID38PIbOonvQG1fYxbMafF1XSQKWduE2+WRUbEj38A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_1001-1050/sb_1031_99_I_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_1001-1050/sb_1031_99_I_bill.htm
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_1001-1050/sb_1031_99_I_bill.pdf
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/bill/ViewDoc?doc=//sen/sb_1001-1050/sb_1031_99_I_bill.pdf
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STAFF REPORT 
To:   RethinkWaste Board Members 
From:   Reagan Chung, Recycling and Compliance Program Manager 
Date:   February 26, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  Update on SB 1383 Compliance Program on behalf of RethinkWaste Member Agencies 
 
Summary 
As detailed in the 2021 RethinkWaste SB 1383 Memorandum of Understanding, authorized by the RethinkWaste 
Board of Directors and Member Agencies, RethinkWaste staff has been delegated responsibility for a significant 
portion of SB 1383 program implementation. This item is provided for informational purposes only and requires no 
Board action. 
 
Staff has updates on the following items:  
 

1. SB 1383 Compliance Progress 
In January, staff approved 11 waiver requests and continued targeted outreach to residential, commercial, 
and multi-family generators to support compliance with SB 1383. In coordination with Recology, staff 
maintained proactive compliance and education efforts to address non-compliance, reinforce proper 
program participation, and ensure ongoing adherence to SB 1383 requirements. 
 
In early February, staff attended a pilot meeting with the City of San Mateo and metroSTOR to explore 
infrastructure-based strategies to improve multi-family bin sorting and SB 1383 compliance. metroSTOR 
provides engineered waste, recycling, and organics systems, including secure enclosures and access-
controlled containers designed to reduce contamination, improve cleanliness, and support proper source 
separation. Staff discussed with the group how standardized, clearly labeled, and enclosed bin systems 
could help address common multi-family challenges such as improper disposal, shared container misuse, 
and limited space, all of which contribute to higher contamination rates. By improving convenience and 
reducing opportunities for cross-contamination, these infrastructure solutions may complement existing 
outreach and enforcement efforts and help increase recycling and organics participation at multi-family 
properties. Staff will work with Recology and continue evaluating whether these concepts could support 
regional SB 1383 compliance goals and contamination reduction strategies. 

 
2. SB 1383 Standard Enforcement 

Standard enforcement of SB 1383 commenced on January 1, 2024, requiring jurisdictions to issue 
Notices of Violation (NOVs) to generators determined to be out of compliance, followed by a 60-day 
corrective action period. Residential, commercial, and multi-family generators that remain non-compliant 
beyond this timeframe may be subject to administrative penalties. The NOV process is intended to 
promote timely compliance while providing an opportunity for education and corrective action prior to the 
imposition of formal penalties. Continued non-compliance may result in escalated enforcement actions 
implemented by Member Agencies in subsequent phases. While primary enforcement authority resides 
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with Member Agencies, RethinkWaste staff continues to support jurisdictions as they transition from an 
education- and outreach-focused approach to active enforcement. Staff collaborates with Member 
Agencies to develop, implement, and refine post-NOV enforcement frameworks to promote consistent, 
effective implementation across the service area. Below is the 2026 NOV letter mailing schedule, if there 
are any concerns or questions, please contact myself: 

• Q1: January – March: Burlingame 
• Q2: April – June: San Carlos, East Palo Alto, Foster City,  
• Q3: July – September: Redwood City 
• Q4: October – November: Unincorporated San Mateo County, Menlo Park 

Note: West Bay Sanitary District and the Town of Hillsborough have achieved 100% compliance. Staff is 
continuing to work with the City of Belmont staff to implement more proactive, door-to-door enforcement 
efforts addressing the remaining SB 1383 non-compliant accounts. 
 
In February, staff met with the City of Belmont and the City’s Police Department Code Enforcement team 
to discuss more hands-on strategies for bringing the remaining SB 1383 non-compliant accounts into 
compliance. As part of a coordinated approach, the City of Belmont plans to divide the remaining non-
compliant accounts to support focused follow-up and streamline enforcement efforts. RethinkWaste and 
City staff will coordinate with Recology to provide training for City inspectors to assist with compliance 
outreach and verification activities. The City of Belmont anticipates initiating outreach to the remaining 
accounts by March, with the goal of achieving near-full compliance with SB 1383 requirements. 
 

3. SB 1383 Outreach  
Outreach efforts remained a key priority, with staff actively engaging local organizations and community. 
On the evening of February 26, staff will present to the Menlo Park Environmental Quality Commission on 
the City’s progress toward SB 1383 compliance. The Environmental Quality Commission (EQC) advises 
the Menlo Park City Council on climate change, environmental protection, and sustainability initiatives, 
and requested an update to better understand local implementation efforts and program outcomes. The 
presentation will provide an overview of current compliance status, ongoing outreach and education 
strategies, and key challenges and opportunities associated with advancing organics diversion and 
contamination reduction at the community level. Staff will also highlight collaborative efforts with City 
partners to support continued progress toward state-mandated requirements and long-term sustainability 
goals.  
 

Background 
September 2016, SB 1383 (Lara, Chapter 395, Statutes of 2016) established statewide methane emissions 
reduction targets aimed at reducing short-lived climate pollutants across multiple sectors of California’s economy. 
The legislation includes statewide goals to reduce organic waste disposal and increase edible food recovery for 
human consumption. To achieve these goals, implementing regulations were approved on November 3, 2020, 
establishing prescriptive requirements for jurisdictions related to recycling and organics collection, inspection and 
enforcement programs, and edible food recovery. RethinkWaste and its Member Agencies were required to 
comply with nearly all SB 1383 requirements by January 1, 2022, with the exception that formal enforcement 
actions were not required to commence until January 1, 2024. 
 
More information regarding SB 1383 can be found online at www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/.  
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STAFF REPORT 
To:   RethinkWaste Board Members 
From:   Julia Au, Sr. Outreach, Education and Compliance Manager 
 Emi Hashizume, Environmental Education Manager 
 Karina Hammoud, Outreach and Communications Manager 
Date:   February 26, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  Update on RethinkWaste’s Public Education and Outreach Programs 
 
Recommendation: 
This staff report is for discussion purposes only and no formal action is requested of the Board of Directors. 
 
Summary 
The purpose of this report is to provide a more comprehensive update on RethinkWaste’s award-winning Public 
Education and Outreach Programs.  
 
RethinkWaste Social Media 
For January, RethinkWaste continued to work with SGA Marketing to create social media graphics and copy. 
Below are some high-level stats for January social media and example posts. Topics for these months range from 
Holiday Tree Recycling instructions to posts on proper sorting, promotions for Shoreway Tours Program and 
Puzzle and Board Game Swap Event, and more. 
 
Table 1 

Month Number of Posts Views/Impressions + Engagements 
January Facebook: 20 

Instagram: 22 
X: 28 
Nextdoor: 2 
LinkedIn: 3 

Facebook: 2,677 
Instagram: 10,086 (excludes stories) 
X: 982 
Nextdoor: 21,325 
LinkedIn: 946 

Views/impressions are the number of people the post reached and engagements are any interactions that happened with 
the posts (likes, shares, etc..) The terminology does vary between platforms, but they generally mean the same thing. 
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Shoreway Tours Program 
The table below shows tours conducted in late January and in February. 
 
Table 2 

Date School/Group Jurisdiction Grade/Group 
Total # of 

Participants 
January 29, 2026 KZV Armenian School San Francisco 4th Grade 15 
February 5, 2026 Public Tour (In-Person) Various Adults 14 
February 5, 2026 Public Tour (Virtual)  Various Adults 1 

February 10, 2026 Tierra Linda Middle School San Carlos 7th Grade 25 
February 18, 2026 Cañada College Redwood City Environmental 

Science Class 
15 

 
Public Outreach Fellow Manpreet Chandok leading a public tour in the 
Materials Recovery Facility at Shoreway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RethinkWaste Electronic Newsletter 
One e-newsletter was sent out in January via Mailchimp to over 1,200 subscribers and below are the data and 
topics from that e-newsletter. 
 
Table 3 

Date Topics Open Rate % Click Rate % 
January 22, 2026 Shred and E-Scrap Events 

Schedule, Puzzle and Board 
Game Swap, Keep Plastics Out of 
the Compost, New Office Space 

Reusing Old Furniture 

30.8% 18.7% 

Open Rate is the percentage of delivered emails that were opened while Click Rate is the percentage of delivered emails 
that had at least one link clicked. 
 
Bill Inserts 
For Member Agencies that bill through Recology, RethinkWaste coordinates bill inserts on a monthly basis for 
Member Agencies. Reminder that residential accounts are billed quarterly and all commercial accounts are billed 
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monthly and bills go out at the end of the month. 
 

February Bill Inserts  
 

Table 4 
Member Agency Bill Insert Topics Sector 

Belmont Centennial Celebrations, Climate Action & 
Adaptation Plan Update 

Residential, 
Commercial and Multi-

Family Properties 
County of San 

Mateo (including 
North Fair Oaks) 

Illegal Dumping and Littering Fines & 
Resources 

Residential and Multi-
Family Properties 

Foster City Foster City Updates (2026 City Council, 
Hiring, Canada Goose Management Plan, 

Community Center Construction), 2026 
Green Events 

Residential, 
Commercial and Multi-

Family Properties 

Hillsborough Ban on Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers Residential Only 
 

 
In-Schools Recycling and Compost Program 
The Environmental Education (EE) Team kicked off 2026 by conducting a new program roll-out at Highlands 
Elementary (Unincorporated San Mateo County) and a refresher education 
week at Lincoln Elementary (Burlingame). Assemblies were delivered at both 
campuses to all students and staff, along with bin monitoring during the lunch 
periods throughout the two weeks to reinforce waste sorting information. In 
total, 780 students received education across both schools.  
 
The EE Team also engaged two green teams, presenting at the inaugural 
green team meeting at Garfield Elementary (Redwood City) and training 
members of the Paw Patrol at Highlands Elementary about how to monitor the 
bins and remind their peers about proper sorting habits. The Garfield 
Elementary green team will attend a special tour at the end of February as a 
secondary learning opportunity to continue the conversation around waste and 
motivate the students. Garfield Elementary Principal Jennifer Knopf expressed 
gratitude and noted the positive impact of green teams.  
 

“Thank you for working with them. It is so nice to see some of the
 students who are not usually engaged in class, and often sent in my
 office, taking on a leadership role.” 
 
Environmental Education Manager Emi Hashizume presented as part of a 
panel for Sustainable San Mateo County’s special webinar series focused on 
food waste. She shared best practices for addressing waste diversion in 
schools and how to support campuses in reaching waste-related sustainability goals. 

 
 

 

Environmental Education 
Manager Emi Hashizume 
engaging TK students at Lincoln 
Elementary (Burlingame) 



STAFF REPORT 
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9D 

‘’To:   RethinkWaste Board Members 
From:   John Mangini, Senior Finance Manager  
Date:   February 26, 2026, Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  2026 Finance and Rate Setting Calendar 
Recommendation 
This is an informational report, and no action is necessary.  
Summary 
The purpose of this staff report is to keep the Board and Member Agency staff informed on the schedule of 
important financial and rate setting events in 2026. This staff report is updated as necessary and included in the 
Board packet each month.   
 
 
2026 Schedule of Finance, Contractor Compensation and Rate Adjustment Activities: 
 
 
March 2026 

• Recology submission of the unaudited 2025 Revenue Reconciliation Report (Due: March 31)  
 
June 2026 

• Mid-year review of the adopted FY2026 RethinkWaste Operating Budget (June 9 Finance Committee; June 25-
BOD) Finance Committee reviewed/approved DRAFT on June 9th.  

• Recology’s 2027 Compensation Application submission to the RethinkWaste/Member Agencies (Due: June 15)  
• RethinkWaste issues Member Agency letters requesting formal confirmation on their estimated 2027 Member 

Agency fees (e.g., franchise fees) to be included in their 2027 solid waste rates.  
• Review of Recology’s Revenue Reconciliation Report from the independent Financial Systems audit report.  

 
July 2026 

• RethinkWaste / Member Agency submit comments to Recology on its 2027 Compensation Application (Due: July 1)  
• South Bay Industries (SBI) 2027 Compensation Application submission to RethinkWaste (Due: July 1)  
• Recology revised 2027 Compensation Application submission to RethinkWaste/Member Agencies (Due: July 15)  
• RethinkWaste issues the following reports to the Board and Member Agency staff for review and comment:   

o 1. Estimated 2026 and 2027 residential and commercial base revenue   
o 2. Estimated collected tonnage for 2026 and 2027.  
o 3. Summary of 2027 Member Agency fees to be used in the 2027 cost projections based on Member     

    Agency feedback. 
 
August 2026 

• RethinkWaste issues the Draft Report Reviewing Recology’s 2027 Compensation Application, recommended total 
Revenue Requirement, and Rate Adjustment (Due: August 11) Comments due from Member Agencies on draft 
Reports Reviewing Recology’s 2027 Compensation Application (Due: August 20)   
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September 2026 

• RethinkWaste TAC Meeting reviewing Pre-Final Report Reviewing Recology’s 2027 Compensation Application 
(September 10). 

• RethinkWaste issues Amended Final Report Reviewing Recology’s 2027 Compensation Application including the 
recommended total Collection Rate Adjustment for 2026. (September BOD Packet)  

• Approval of Recology 2027 Compensation Application and total recommended Revenue Requirement     
(September 17 BOD Meeting) 

• Approval of the FY2025 Audited Financial Statements.  
 
October 2026 

• Finance Committee review of RethinkWaste’s DRAFT FY2027 Budget + CIP Plan (October 6)  
• RethinkWaste Board Study Session: Review (Draft) 2027 Fiscal Year Budget + CIP Plan (October 15)  

 
September – December 2026 

• Member Agencies establish/issue Prop. 218 notices and approve their final 2027 solid waste rates   
 

November 2026 
• Approval of RethinkWaste’s Final Fiscal Year 2027 Budget at the November 20 Board meeting 
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STAFF REPORT 
To:   RethinkWaste Board Members 
From:   John Mangini, Senior Finance Manager 
Date:   February 26, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting 
Subject:  Check Register Detail for December 2025 and January 2026 
Recommendation 
This is an informational item only and no action is required. This report was requested by the Board members. 
 
Summary 
The purpose of this report is to provide transparency to the Board and the public on the actual spending by 
RethinkWaste. All payments issued in December 2025 and January 2026 are listed on the attached (Attachment 
A) report for review. 
 
Analysis 
As of January 1, 2026 RethinkWaste entered into a contract with Eide Bailly, LLP for accounting services 
including the issuance of all payments and deposits of receipts.  In accordance with RethinkWaste policies, 
checks are normally issued every two weeks. Prior to January 1, 2026, RethinkWaste was in contract with the City 
of Redwood City for accounting services. RethinkWaste is currently in a transition period of service providers.  All 
RethinkWaste invoices are approved for payment by the program manager and then by the Executive Director or 
Finance Manager.  The total transactions for December 2025 summed $5,282,765.88 and for January 2026 
summed $5,441,116.11 as detailed in Attachment A.   
 
If you have any questions on this, please contact Dolores Molina-Bucio or John Mangini. 
 

Attachments: 
 Attachment A – December 2025 and January 2026 Check Register Detail 
 
   
 



Check Register 
December 2025 

Date Num Name Description  Amount 
12/1/2025 ACH Kaiser Permanente Benefits 12/2025 1,524.31   
12/3/2025 WIRE Modern HR, Inc. PPE 11/29/2025 73,017.71 
12/4/2025 13308 Manpreet Chandok Employee Expense Reimbursement 10/2025 219.87  
12/4/2025 ACH PG&E 10/11/2025 -11/10/2025 601.45  
12/5/2025 13296 AAA Workspace Inv# 2461228-0 Supplies 146.34  
12/5/2025 13297 AT&T Shoreway Facility cost 11/13/25 - 12/12/25 4,039.07   
12/5/2025 13298 Ben Freda Consulting Maintenance & Hosting 11/2025 997.00  
12/5/2025 13299 Craig Whittom Consulting Master Plan Project Management 10/2025 1,387.65   
12/5/2025 13300 CW Silicon Valley LLC 12/2025 1,464.00   
12/5/2025 13301 Dannis Woliver Kelley Counsel 10/2025 10,895.50 
12/5/2025 13302 E-Recycling of California E-Recycling 721.07  
12/5/2025 13303 Emi Hashizume Expense Reimbursement 10/2025 196.61  
12/5/2025 13304 HDR Engineering Inc. Transfer Station Asmnt 09/28/2025-11/01/2025 2,188.42   
12/5/2025 13305 Jask Digital Print and Copy Solutions Inv# 0901-7959 Residential Outreach Programs 25,639.10 
12/5/2025 13306 Joe La Mariana Expense Reimbursement 08/23/2025 - 10/22/2025 1,533.69   
12/5/2025 13307 KBA Document Solutions, LLC Inv# 55Y1569893 36.35    
12/5/2025 13310 Pitney Bowes Global Financial Services LLC 12/20/2025 - 03/19/2026 201.06  
12/5/2025 13311 Recology San Mateo County Inv# Compost Giveaway  10/2025 167.79  
12/5/2025 13312 S.R. Rose Engineering Inc. 10/27/2025 - 11/23/2025 7,062.56   
12/5/2025 13313 Uline Inc. Inv# 200065508 Blue Brute Container Lid 32 Gal 97.68    
12/5/2025 13389 New Aspect Financial Services Retirement Plan Benchmark 01/31/2025 - 03/31/2025 5,000.00   
12/8/2025 ACH Comcast 11/22/2025 - 12/21/2025 409.81  
12/8/2025 WIRE City of San Carlos Franchise Fee 11/2025 227,494.36  
12/9/2025 13314 Jask Digital Print and Copy Solutions Inv# REF0901-7935 Ppstage SB1383 Outreach and Education 25,816.98 

12/11/2025 ACH Wells Fargo Client Analysis Service Charge 11/2025 986.72  
12/16/2025 13319 BLX Group LLC Interim Arbitrage Report 07/2024 4,600.00   
12/17/2025 13315 AAA Workspace Inv# 2468218-0 Interest 2.20 
12/17/2025 13316 Aaronson Dickerson Cohn & Lanzone, APC Inv# 2306 11/2025 9,336.00   
12/17/2025 13317 Ben Freda Consulting Maintenance & Hosting 12/2025 997.00  
12/17/2025 13318 BFI of California Inc. Ox Mtn Landfill Disposal Ox Mtn. 11/202SPOSAL OX MTN. - November 2025 881,553.55  
12/17/2025 13320 Browning Ferris Industries of CA Inc. Disposal Newby 11/2025 413,219.24  
12/17/2025 13321 Common Goal Consulting Group, Inc. Shoreway Next Steps to Funding 11/2025 900.00  
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Check Register 
December 2025 

Date Num Name Description  Amount 
12/17/2025 13322 County of San Mateo Human Resources Dept Deal with Conflict    330.00 
12/17/2025 13323 Craig Whittom Consulting Master Plan Project Management 11/2025    3,368.20 
12/17/2025 13324 Cyndi Urman Expense Reimbursement 10/2025 125.11  
12/17/2025 13325 Dolores Molina-Bucio Office Supplies Reimbursement 11/2025    160.47 
12/17/2025 13326 E-Recycling of California E-recycling 1,793.06   
12/17/2025 13327 Emily Rose Mielke Expense Reimbursement 10/2025 - 11/2025  83.65 
12/17/2025 13328 Hilary Gans Conference,Meetings, Shoreway Facility Exps 07/2025-8/2025    1,240.27 
12/17/2025 13329 Intelli-tech Retention 926.50  
12/17/2025 13330 Interior Plant Design Plant Care 12/2025 396.00  
12/17/2025 13331 John Mangini Expense Reimbursement 07/07/2025-11/07/2025    150.00 
12/17/2025 13332 Lanalert, Inc. 10/2025 - 12/2025 8,413.35   
12/17/2025 13333 Lockworks Unlimited Inv# I251203342 Office Equipment  19.61 
12/17/2025 13334 Lyngso Garden Materials Inc. Lease of 8 Parking Spaces January 2026    800.00 
12/17/2025 13335 Pen Media Recording Services Board Meeting 11/2025    755.00 
12/17/2025 13336 R3 Consulting Group Inc. Financial Analysis Support December 2025    1,870.00 
12/17/2025 13337 Recology Blossom Valley Organics Disposal-Bvon 09/2025 612,676.40  
12/17/2025 13338 Recology San Mateo County 12/2025 11,009.53 
12/17/2025 13339 Scapes Inc. Monthly Maintenance 11/2025 580.00  
12/17/2025 13340 Studio Em Graphic Design Christmas Holiday Sched Postcard 2025 436.50  
12/17/2025 13341 Univoip Inc. 12/2025    680.30 
12/17/2025 13342 Wells Fargo WF 11/27/2025 478.79  
12/17/2025 13343 Wheeler Plaza Owners' Association HOA Dues 01/2026    375.41 
12/17/2025 ACH Sterling HAS December 2025- Sterling HSA    634.08 
12/17/2025 WIRE Modern HR, Inc. PPE 12/13/2025  66,656.08 
12/18/2025 13344 Chicobag Company 350 Logo printed rycycled chico bags for event giveaways    3,757.55 
12/18/2025 WIRE Five Star Bank Principal and Interest Payment #26-31  47,363.46 
12/18/2025 ACH Five Star Bank Statement: 11/30/2025    2,015.37 
12/18/2025 ACH John Hancock USA PPE 11/01/2025  12,966.27 
12/18/2025 ACH John Hancock USA PPE 11/15/2025  12,689.07 
12/18/2025 ACH Omnis Risk Insurance Solutions Arch Specialty Cyber Policy 12/09/2025 - 12/09/2026  26,543.36 
12/23/2025 WIRE South Bayside Industries 11/2025  2,410,060.58 
12/26/2025 ACH Anthem Blue Cross Benefits 01/2026  16,507.06 
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Check Register 
December 2025 

Date Num Name Description  Amount 
12/26/2025 ACH Principal Life Insurance Company Benefits 01/2026    2,505.54 
12/28/2025 ACH Kaiser Permanente Benefits 01/2026    2,662.39 
12/29/2025 ACH Wells Fargo Vendor Financial Services LLC 11/29/25 - 12/28/25    446.49 
12/30/2025 WIRE Modern HR, Inc. PPE 12/27/2025  66,394.57 
12/31/2025 EFT City of San Carlos Franchise Fee 12/2025    262,442.77 

Total Disbursements  $  5,282,765.88 
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Check Register
January 2026

Date Num Name Description  Amount 
1/5/2026 EFT PG&E 11/11/2025 - 12/10/2025 827.61$     
1/8/2026 ACH Comcast Utilities and Phone 12/22/2025 - 01/21/2026 424.89  

1/12/2026 ACH Wells Fargo Client Analysis Service Charge 12/2025 724.29  
1/15/2026 ACH Sterling HAS HSA 01/2026 634.08  
1/15/2026 WIRE Modern HR, Inc. PPE 01/10/2026 68,287.57 
1/15/2026 13345 AT&T Internet Internet 12/25/2025-01/24/2026 186.20  
1/15/2026 13346 Interior Plant Design Plant Care 01/2026 396.00  
1/15/2026 13347 Aaronson Dickerson Cohn & Lanzone, APC Services 12/2025 12,292.40 
1/15/2026 13348 Admanor Inc. BayROC 2026 Regional Campaign 12/2025 6,000.00   
1/15/2026 13349 Alpines Awards Inc. Office Supplies 146.14  
1/15/2026 13350 Beecher Engineering Inc. Facility Power System Pre-Design Report 1,760.00   
1/15/2026 13351 Ben Freda Consulting Maintenance & Hosting 01/2026 997.00  
1/15/2026 13352 Common Goal Consulting Group, Inc. Services 12/2025 1,362.50   
1/15/2026 13353 Construction Testing Services Inc. Project: 20267/DW 810.78  
1/15/2026 13354 Craig Whittom Consulting Master Plan Project Management 12/2025 4,015.00   
1/15/2026 13355 CW Silicon Valley LLC Services 01/2026 1,464.00   
1/15/2026 13356 Dannis Woliver Kelley Board Counsel 11/2025 2,591.00   
1/15/2026 13357 E-Recycling of California E-recycling 2,604.19   
1/15/2026 13358 Emily Rose Mielke Mileage Reimbursement - 12/05/25 - 12/18/25 34.93    
1/15/2026 13359 Environmental and Energy Consulting Legislative Advocacy  11/2025 and 12/2025 13,000.00 
1/15/2026 13360 HDR Engineering Inc. Project Assessments 37,254.36 
1/15/2026 13361 Joe La Mariana Reimbursements 12/2025 2,001.99   
1/15/2026 13362 KBA Document Solutions LLC Office Equipment 17.30    
1/15/2026 13363 Lanalert, Inc. IT 01/2026 4,248.00   
1/15/2026 13364 Lockworks Unlimited Office Equipment 10/2025 - 12/2025 39.22    
1/15/2026 13365 Meghan Pletsch Community Event and Office Supplies Reimbursement 66.07    
1/15/2026 13366 Oliver Crawford-Shelmadine Office Supplies and Mileage Reimbursement 62.04    
1/15/2026 13367 Recology San Mateo County Reimbursements 10/2025 - 12/2025 13,415.59 
1/15/2026 13368 Royal Coach Tours Transportation Services 12/2025 2,100.00   
1/15/2026 13369 Scapes Inc. Shade Pavilions Delivery and Installation 25,423.60 
1/15/2026 13370 Swana California Gold Rush Chapter Silver Sponsorship 5,000.00   
1/15/2026 13371 Tanner Pacific Inc. Support Services - Transfer Station Floor Repair Project 3/2025 5,030.00   
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Check Register
January 2026

Date Num Name Description  Amount 
1/15/2026 13372 Univoip Inc. Phone Services 01/2026 670.16  
1/15/2026 13373 Walschon Fire Protection Inc. Replace waterflow switch 1,746.00   
1/15/2026 13374 Wheeler Plaza Owners' Association HOA Dues 01/2026 and 02/2026 1,252.43   
1/15/2026 13375 Zanker Road Resource Management LLC Disposal 11/2025 198,532.39  
1/16/2026 ACH John Hancock USA PPE 11/29/2025 12,030.81 
1/16/2026 ACH John Hancock USA PPE 12/13/2025 12,060.68 
1/16/2026 ACH John Hancock USA PPE 12/27/2025 12,044.95 
1/16/2026 ACH John Hancock USA PPE 01/10/2026 13,807.12 
1/22/2026 ACH South Bayside Industries Facilities Improvements 11/2025 74,822.44 
1/25/2026 ACH Five Star Bank Credit Card Statement 12/2025 3,895.25   
1/26/2026 WIRE Modern HR, Inc. PPE 01/24/2026 64,421.57 
1/26/2026 ACH Anthem Blue Cross Benefits 02/2026 16,467.32 
1/26/2026 ACH Principal Life Insurance Company Benefits 02/2026 2,404.11   
1/27/2026 13376 Lockworks Unlimited Office Equipment 01/2026 - 03/2026 75.00    
1/27/2026 13377 San Carlos Restaurant Supply Steel Colander 3QT 01/08/26 157.17  
1/27/2026 13378 Fidelity National Title Group Title Report for APNs 095-220-130 & 095-220-140 02/2026 850.00  
1/27/2026 13379 AT&T Shoreway Facility cost: 01/13/26 - 02/12/26 4,009.76   
1/27/2026 13380 Newby Island Compost - 4278A Disposal - Newby 12/2025 490,026.78  
1/27/2026 13381 Forsight Creations Fabrication and Installation of Signs 14,999.75 
1/27/2026 13382 Zanker Road Resource Management LLC Disposal 12/2025 239,303.21  
1/27/2026 13383 S. Groner and Associates (SGA) Outreach 11/2025 - 12/2025 9,045.25   
1/27/2026 13384 KNN Public Finance, LLC Financial Consulting - 09/01/25 - 12/31/25 4,968.75   
1/27/2026 13385 Recology San Mateo County Inserts 12/2025 671.80  
1/27/2026 13386 E-Recycling of California E-recycling 1,290.53   
1/27/2026 13387 BFI of California Inc. Ox Mtn Landfill Disposal - Ox 12/2025 1,107,877.93     
1/27/2026 13388 Wells Fargo Finance Charge - 12/2025 1.47 
1/30/2026 ACH Kaiser Permanente Benefits 02/2026 2,431.31   
1/30/2026 ACH Comcast Utilities and Phone 01/22/2026 - 02/21/2026 425.10  
1/30/2026 ACH PG&E 12/11/2025 - 01/10/2026 916.07  
1/30/2026 ACH South Bayside Industries Facilities Improvements 12/2025 2,936,694.25     

Total Disbursements  $  5,441,116.11 
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9F  
 

STAFF UPDATE 
2026 RethinkWaste Meeting Planning Guide 

 
●Board Meetings   ●Finance Committee Meetings   ●TAC Meetings  
●Legislative Committee Meetings ●Pub Ed Committee Meetings)  

●Zero-Waste Committee Meetings ●Agency-Sponsored Community Events 
●Masterplan Steering Committee 

 
 

March 2026 
3: Legislative Committee 
 
10: Public Education Committee Meeting 
 
26: Board Meeting 

• Resolution Approving Contract Award for the Paving project in the Roll Off Truck Area and the 
East Side of the Material Recovery Facility to allow for more Shoreway storage area 

• Resolution Approving the Agency’s Internal Controls Risk Assessment Document 
• Resolution approving Authorization to bid the ZEV Charging Project, and Approval of Design 

and Specifications and authorization for the Executive Director to Execute the Contract at a 
not to exceed amount 

• Approval of a Contract for preparing the Mandated Electronic Annual (EAR) Reports 
• Resolution approving a Contract for the de-/build of MRF Equipment Upgrades Phase II 
• Resolution Approving plans and specifications and authorizing staff to Release of an RFP for 

the Shoreway Environmental Center Switch Upgrade Project 
• Approval of Tanner Pacific Construction Management Contract 
• Update Report from SBI on Commodity marketing revenue results and proces 
• Closed Session: Compensation Review 

 
April 2026 

7: Legislative Committee 
 
14: Finance Committee Meeting 
 
23: Board Meeting 

• Presentation of 2025 Annual Report 
• Presentation of Flood Assessment Project 
• Presentation of the new Shoreway Virtual Tour 

 
25: Earth Day at Shoreway 
 

May 2026 
1: Master Plan Steering Committee  
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5: Legislative Committee 
 
14: TAC Meeting 
 
14: Schools Program Green Teams Celebration Event 
 
28: Board Meeting 

 
June 2026 

2: Legislative Committee 
 
9: Finance Committee Meeting 

• Mid-Year Budget Review 
 
25: Board Meeting 

• FY 2026 Mid Year Budget Review 
• Approval of a Contract for Master Plan Site Options 
• Mid-Session Legislative Update 
• Release of RFP for the 2nd Floor Office Buildout Project 
• Resolution Approving the Quarterly Investment Report 
• Report on status of 2025-2034 Long-Range Plan 

 
July 2026 

9: TAC Meeting 
23: Board Meeting 
24: Master Plan Steering Committee  
 

August 2026 
4: Legislative Committee 

 
No Board Meeting 

 
September 2026 

8: Finance Committee Meeting 
• SBI Rate Adjustment Review 

 
10: TAC Meeting 
 
11*: Legislative Committee (NOTE: Friday) 
 
17*: Board Meeting (NOTE: Third Thursday) 

• Approval of Annual Contractor Compensation Applications  
• Closed Session Executive Director Annual Performance Review 
• Contract Award for Second Floor Office Buildout Project 
• Resolution Approving the Quarterly Investment Report 
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October 2026 
6*: Finance Committee Meeting (NOTE: First Tuesday) 

• FY2027 DRAFT Budget Review 
 
13*: Legislative Committee (NOTE: Second Tuesday) 
 
 
15*: Board Study Session Budget (NOTE: Third Thursday) 

• Review of DRAFT FY2027 Budget—Operating Revenue, Expenses, Reserves 
• Review of DRAFT FY 2027 Capital Improvement Plan and 5 yr. look ahead 
• Master Plan Visioning Study Update 

 
30: Master Plan Steering Committee  
 

 
November 2026 

19*: Board Meeting (NOTE: Third Thursday) ~ Annual Holiday Thank You Lunch 
• Approval of FY2027 Budget 
• 2026 Legislative Session Recap 
• Annual Public Hearing Pursuant to Government Code 3502.3 to Receive a Report on 

RethinkWaste’s Vacancies, Recruitment and Retention Efforts 
• Approval of 2027 Board and Committee Meeting Dates 
• Resolution Approving the Quarterly Investment Report 

 
December 2026 

1: Legislative Committee 
 

No Board Meeting 
 
∗ These meetings fall on a different day of the week/month than the normal meeting schedule 
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