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For Immediate Release

RETHINKWASTE 2026 TRASH TO ART CONTEST WINNERS

SAN CARLOS, CA - April 14th, 2026 — The winning submissions for our annual RethinkWaste Trash to Art
contest have been selected! All 3 through 5t grade students attending schools located within the agency’s
service area (Burlingame to East Palo Alto) were invited to participate, either individually or as a class. The
contest encouraged students to combine their creativity and waste knowledge by building a piece of art from
materials that would normally be landfilled or recycled.

Of the 31 submissions from student artists and class groups in seven Member Agencies, first place and honorable
mention for each grade level were awarded, along with first place and second place for class groups. All projects
exemplify wonderful attention to detail and thoughtful design. Winners are invited to celebrate at our Earth Day
event hosted at the Shoreway Environmental Center in San Carlos on Saturday, April 25t

The winners and their respective cities and schools are listed below:

3rd Grade - First Place 3rd Grade - Honorable Mention
Parker B. Kenna B.
White Oaks Elementary, San Carlos White Oaks Elementary, San Carlos
“Trash Owl and Book” “SAVE OUR EARTH!”
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4th Grade - First Place 4th Grade - Honorable Mention

Reef. M. Kiran D.
South Hillsborough Elementary, Hillsborough Mariposa Upper Elementary School, San Carlos
“Cardboard Crew” “Recycling for Planet Earth”
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5th Grade - First Place 5th Grade - Honorable Mention
Elias F. Minh N.
Fiesta Gardens International School, San Mateo College Park Elementary, San Mateo
“The Tree of New Life” “The Nutcracker”
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Class - First Place Class - 2" Place

Mrs. Arai’s 3rd Grade Class Mrs. Martin’s 3rd Grade Class
White Oaks Elementary School, San Carlos White Oaks Elementary, San Carlos
“Trash Treasures” “Preserved in Plastic: The Produce Market Problem”

The winning students and classes may receive special recognition at upcoming City Council meetings in their
respective cities in addition to receiving eco-friendly art supplies or a gift card to a local business.

Please contact RethinkWaste directly for additional photos.

About RethinkWaste

RethinkWaste is a joint powers authority of eleven public agencies in San Mateo County (Belmont, Burlingame, East Palo Alto, Foster
City, Hillsborough, Menlo Park, Redwood City, San Carlos, City of San Mateo, parts of unincorporated San Mateo County and West Bay
Sanitary District). We own and manage the 16-acre Shoreway Environmental Center facility, located at 333 Shoreway Road in San
Carlos, which processes all the collected trash, recyclable and compostable materials. This facility has a $160 million-dollar annual
operating budget, handles and processes almost 450,000 tons of materials annually. More than half is recycled and provides almost
400 jobs for our local community. See RethinkWaste.org and follow us on Facebook, X, and Instagram
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