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The Rethinker newsletter is dedicated to educating 
residents and businesses regarding waste 
reduction, reuse, and recycling. With your help, 
we can meet our goal of diverting waste from the 
landfill and maintain healthy, livable communities.

Printed on recycled paper with soy-based inks.
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MOVING IN OR OUT? USE THE  
PUBLIC RECYCLING CENTER! 
The Public Recycling Center (PRC) at the 
Shoreway Environmental Center makes it 
easy for residents to recycle bulky or hard-to-
recycle items that don’t belong in curbside 
bins, including large amounts of cardboard, 
scrap metal, electronics, and more. Whether 
you’re decluttering, moving, or settling into a 
new space, using the PRC helps keep reusable 
and recyclable materials from going to waste. 

Alternatively, if you have items you want to get 
rid of that still may be of use to someone else, 
such as furniture, clothing, or other household 
items, please consider donating usable items 
to family/friends, local charities, or non-profit 

organizations such as secondhand stores. If 
none of these options are available or if your 
item is no longer usable, please contact your 
Property Manager to schedule a Bulky Item 
Collection (BIC) for your entire complex from 
Recology San Mateo County. For a fee, you can 
individually schedule a BIC from Recology. 
Visit RethinkWaste.org/Rates, as fees may 
apply for certain items.

Scan the QR code to view  
the accepted materials: 

Address:	333 Shoreway Road 
San Carlos, CA 94070

Phone:	 (650) 802-8355

Public Hours of Operation: 
Monday – Sunday: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Day, and  
New Year’s Day

IT’S A ZERO WASTE SUMMER!
Summer is a great time to build simple habits that reduce waste and protect our environment. Try these four easy swaps 
during Plastic Free July or all season long:

Bring reusable produce bags 
to the farmers market or grocery 
store instead of using disposable 
ones—they’re easy to use, long-
lasting, and help keep materials 
like PLA plastics out of landfills. 

Shop secondhand for summer 
clothing at thrift stores to 
find one-of-a-kind items while 
reducing textile waste. 

Stay cool and hydrated by 
choosing an insulated reusable 
water bottle and a reusable straw 
instead of single-use plastics. 

Plan a zero waste picnic by 
packing reusable plates and 
silverware to help keep public 
spaces clean, conserve resources, 
and reduce waste.

Small changes add up, and every reusable choice makes a difference.

https://southbaysideindustries.com/rates/


RethinkWaste is a public agency and joint powers authority of eleven member agencies* that owns  
the Shoreway Environmental Center in San Carlos.

*RethinkWaste Member Agencies: Belmont, Burlingame, East Palo Alto, Foster City, Hillsborough, Menlo Park,  
Redwood City, San Carlos, San Mateo, County of San Mateo, West Bay Sanitary District

@RethinkWaste@RethinkWasteOrg@RethinkWaste@RethinkWaste

COMPOSTING IS THE LAW 
Composting is Required —  
Here is What You Need to Know
If you live in an apartment, condo, or 
townhouse, this applies to you. California’s 
Senate Bill (SB) 1383 law requires all multi-
family properties to have compost (organics) 
service. This statewide effort helps reduce 
landfill waste and planet-warming emissions 
while creating healthier communities  
for everyone.

Why Composting Matters
When food waste breaks down in landfills,  
it generates methane — a powerful 
greenhouse gas.

By composting, you’re helping:
•	 Reduce climate pollution 
•	 Turn food scraps into valuable, nutrient-rich 

soil amendments 
•	 Keep California communities cleaner and 

greener

Questions?
Visit RethinkWaste.org/SB1383 to learn more 
or email us at SB1383@RethinkWaste.org

What Goes in the Compost Bin?
Composting is easier than you think!

4  YES — Compost These
•	 Food scraps (fruits, vegetables, leftovers, 

meat, and bones) 
•	 Food and beverage soiled paper products 

(napkins, paper towels, and pizza boxes) 
•	 Yard trimmings (plants, leaves, and small 

branches) 

6  NO — Keep These Out:
•	 Plastics of any kind (including items labeled 

“compostable”) 
•	 Non-paper materials, packaging, 

wrappers, and fruit labels

SAN MATEO COUNTY’S HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM  
Dispose of Household Hazardous 
Waste the Right Way
Not everything belongs in your curbside 
recycling, compost, or landfill bins. Items 
like unused household cleaning products, 
automotive fluids, garden fertilizers, and 
pesticides require special handling to keep 
people, pets, and the environment safe. San 
Mateo County offers a Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) Program that makes proper 
disposal easy and convenient. Residents can 
drop off HHW materials at the permanent 
facility or attend temporary pop-up events 

held throughout the County. Appointments  
are required and available at no cost. 
Safely disposing of HHW helps protect our 
waterways, reduces environmental harm, and 
keeps our communities healthy.

For more information and/or to schedule an 
appointment visit SMCHealth.org/HHW-APPT 
or call (650) 372-6200.

Certain HHW materials can be dropped off for 
free at the Public Recycling Center located 
at the Shoreway Environmental Center. For 
open hours and a list of accepted items, visit 
RethinkWaste.org/PRC.

RETHINKWASTE LAUNCHES  
SELF-GUIDED VIRTUAL TOUR 
RethinkWaste is excited to introduce our first 
Self-Guided Virtual Tour, a new way to explore 
what happens to waste and recycling after 
it leaves your home. This visually engaging 
experience mirrors our in-person Shoreway 
Tours Program and is designed for community 
members who are unable to attend on-site or 
live staff-led virtual tours. 

The Self-Guided Virtual Tour uses interactive 
visuals, videos, GIFs, and clear explanations 
to guide viewers through the RethinkWaste-
owned Shoreway Environmental Center. The 
content reflects what participants typically 

learn from tour guides during an in-person 
visit, helping build a better understanding 
of waste reduction, resource recovery, and 
facility operations. 

Take the tour  
anytime by visiting  
RethinkWaste.org/ 
SelfGuidedTour

For more frequent Zero Waste tips and resources, follow us on social media and sign up  
to our electronic newsletter at RethinkWaste.org/Rethinker or scan here to sign up now:  

San Mateo County  HHW Program 
Drop-off Calendar

San Mateo East Palo Alto

Th, F, Sa except for these days:

JUL 3rd, 4th

AUG 1st, 8th

SEP 12th, 26th 26th

OCT All events available

NOV 7th, 26th, 28th  

DEC 12th, 24th, 31st

CONTACT INFORMATION

https://rethinkwaste.org/businesses/laws-ordinances/sb-1383-state-organics-law/
mailto: SB1383@RethinkWaste.org
https://www.smchealth.org/post/make-hhw-drop-appointment
https://rethinkwaste.org/shoreway-environmental-center/services/#prc
https://rethinkwaste.org/shoreway-environmental-center/tours/self-guided-virtual-tour/
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